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PREFACE 


The study of differential equations began with Newton and Leibnitz, 
and most of the elementary methods of solution were discovered in 
the course of the eighteenth century. Where a problem could not be 
solved in finite terms, expansions in power-series were tentatively em- 
ployed by Newton. But the theory was not placed on a satisfactory 
logical basis until about a century ago, when Cauchy distinguished 
between analytic and npn-analytic systems, and constructed rigorous 
existence -theorems appropriate to each type. 

Ordinary linear equations, with* which this book deals, have always 
attracted particular attention by their comparative tractability and 
their numerous practical applications. Extensive monographs have 
been devoted to many separate branches of the theory, such as 
spherical and cylindrical harmonics, expansions in series of ortho- 
gonal functions, oscillation and comparison theorems, the Heaviside 
calculus, polyhedral, elliptic modular and automorphic functions. 
While some branches arose out of physical problems, others were 
created by the progress of the theory of functions and of the theory 
of groups. Many important ideas were first worked out in connexion 
with the hypergeometric equation by Euler, Gauss, Kummer, Rie- 
mann, or Schwarz, and were then generalized by Fuchs, Klein, 
Poincare, and many other writers of the highest distinction. 

The present Introduction is based on leetures to senior under- 
graduates at Oxford, and is designed for students who have already 
taken an elementary course of differential equations, but have not 
yet specialized in one of the more advanced branches. It is not a 
compendium of this vast subject (to which no single author could 
do justice), but a selection of investigations of moderate length and 
difficulty, illustrating those aspects of it which are most famifiar 
to myself. The first five chapters deal with properties common to 
wide classes of equations, and the last five are devoted to a more 
detailed examination of the hypergeometric equation, Laplace’s 
linear equation, and the equations of Lame and Mathieu. I have not 
discussed systematically the equations of Legendre and Bessel, as 
there are so many admirable accounts of them in English suitable 
for students of every grade. On the other hand, I have thought it 
well to devote a chapter to equations with constant coefficients. I find 
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that candidates in university examinations have great difficulty in 
constructing the solution of such equations which takes assigned 
initial values, even when they can write down the complete primitive. 
A very slight sketch of Heaviside’s method should enable them to 
make short work of this problem, which is of great practical impor- 
tance. Again, the theory of simultaneous equations with constant 
coefficients gives an excellent opportunity of introducing in an easy 
context the notion of invariant factors, which is of fundamental 
importance in the Fuchsian theory. 

The short bibliography and the footnotes serve both to acknow- 
ledge my debt to the authorities and to guide the more ambitious 
reader. Besides some of the great classical memoirs and the systematic 
treatises of Forsyth, Heffter, and Schlesinger, the books from which I 
have learnt most are Klein’s lectures on the icosahedron and on 
the hypergeometric function, the masterly summaries of the general 
theory in the works of Goursat, Jordan, and Picard, and the studies 
of particular equations in Whittaker and Watson’s Modern Analysis. 
Those ^ho wish to learn more about existence -theorems should con- 
sult the recent work of Kamke. 

While I am solely responsible for the shortcomings of this book, I 
gladly avail myself of this opportunity of expressing my profound 
indebtedness to my former tutor, Mr. C. H. Thompson, whose lectures 
at Queen’s College first aroused my interest in differential equations, 
and later to Professor A. E. H. Love, who inspired and directed my 
first efforts at research. My interest in everything connected with 
conformal representation and Schwarz’s equation was greatly stimu- 
lated by discussions with Mr. J. Hodgkinson. I have received 
valuable references and information on particular points from 
Mr. W. L. Ferrar, Dr. F. B. Pidduck, Professor G. Polya, Professor 
G. N. Watson, and Professor E. T. Whittaker, not to mention many 
others who have courteously sent me offprints of their papers. My 
pupil, Mr. G. D. N, Worswick, Scholar of New College, has been of 
great assistance to me in reading the proofs. Last but not least, 
I desire to thank the Delegates of the Clarendon Press for accepting 
the book, and the Staff for their unfailing skill and courtesy in 
printing it. 


E, G. C. P. 
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EXISTENCE THEOREMS. LINEARLY INDEPENDENT 
SOLUTIONS 


1 . The Method of Successive Approximations 
Standard Forms. An ordinary differential equation is said to be in 
the canonical form when the highest derivative of the unknown 
function is given by an explicit formula 

2 /W = F(x\ y, 2 /W iP,..., (1) 

This is evidently equivalent to a system of n simultaneous equations 
of the first order 


■Dj/f ==«/<+! (i = 1,2,.. I 

== F(x;yT^,y^,...,y„) (D = dldx). I 

More generally, it may be shown that every well-determined system 
of simultaneous differential equations is equivalent to a normal 
canonical system 

Dy^ = F^{x\tj^,y^,...,y^) (i == (3) 

Consider, for example, three equations = 0 (i = 1,2,3), in 
three unknowns {u, v, w) and their derivatives up to In 

a domain where the Jacobian 


T = ^ 0 


w 


the equations can be solved for the three highest derivatives and 
written in the canonical form 


u^oc) ^ Fy = Gy = //; ( 6 ) 

and, on introducing auxiliary variables as in (1), we obtain a normal 
canonical system of order (a+jS+y)- If, however, J ~ 0, the three 
relations connecting are not algebraically independent, 

and can be replaced by two equations involving the highest deriva- 
tives, and one where they do not appear, say D = 0. We then have 
three possible cases. 

(i) If D = 0, the system is indeterminate y the three given equations 
being algebraically equivalent to not more than two. 

(ii) If D does not vanish identically, but does not involve any of 

4064 T> 



2 EXISTENCE THEOREMS Chap. I, §1 

the unknowns or their derivatives, the system is incompatible, or 
else the problem is incorrectly formulated. 

(iii) If D involves the unknowns and their derivatives of order 
not higher than suppose is actually present. 

Differentiating k times the relation 0 = 0, we may eliminate all 
derivatives of u above from the system, without introducing 

any new derivatives above or uh'\ The apparent order of the 
system will thus be reduced by /c, and the process may be repeated 
if necessary until a well-determined system has been obtained. 

Real Linear Systems. The most general normal canonical system 
which is linear in the unknowns may bo written in the standard form 

(SJ Dyt = f a(j{x)yj-\-fi(x) (» = 1, 2 n), 

J = 1 

the coefficients (a^^) and (/,) being any functions of x. 

We shall assume in the first instance that the independent variable 
z is essentially real; the coefficients and the unknowns may be com- 
plex; but, if they are, we cah separate real and imaginary parts and 
obtairi a purely real system of order accordingly we may assume 
them to be real also, without essential loss of generality. The following 
fundamental theorem is a particular case of Cauchy’s general exis- 
tence theorem for non-linear systems. 

Theorem. If the coefficients of the real linear system (S^) are con- 
tinuons in the finite interval (x' ^ x ^ x"), the system is identically 
satisfied by functions with continuous derivatives 

Vi = = l,2,...,7^), 

which are uniquely determined by the arbitrary initial values 

= Vi = 1,2,...,7i) 
at a point z ^ ^ of the interval. 

The simplest proof of Cauchy’s existence theorem for the most 
general system is by Picard’s method of successive approximations, 
which is particularly suitable for linear systems. It is closely con- 
nected with methods used by Liouville (1837) and Caque (1864), and 
with the ‘calculus of integral matrices’ developed by Peano, Baker, 
and Schlesinger.f 

We take as a first approximation 

<l>fKx) = yi (i=l,2,...,n), (6) 

t L. Schlesinger, Vorlesungen iiber lineare Differ entialgleichungen (1908). 



Chap. I, §1 LINEARLY INDEPENDENT SOLUTIONS 3 

and construct further sets of functions according to the rule 

#>(*) = Vi+ I [ dt. (7) 

We shall show that the required solution is 

j>i(x) = lira (i = 1, 2 ,..., n). (8) 

To examine these limits, let us write them as infinite series 


U^) = 1 = Vi+ 1 ufKx), (9) 

A;=l 


U'i\x) = J dt, 

uf\x) = I; f <^ij(t)uf-'^\t) dt. 

7=1 y 


Since (t/^) are constants, and since the coefficients of the system 
are continuous, we can choose positive numbers A and M such 
that , n , 

< - 4 . \X^(^ij{^)Vj+fii^)\ < ( 11 ) 

in the interval (x' < a: < x"). Now {U^i\x)} are defined successively 
as integrals of continuous functions, and are therefore themselves 
continuous; and (10) and (11) give 

|C7d>(a;)| < MnA \x~^\ {x' ^ x ^ x"), (12) 

Suppose that, for a certain positive integer k, we have 

|?7f>(a:)| < Mnf^A^\x-^\^lk\. (13) 

Then the recurrence formulae (10) give the inequahties 


i=i J 

and since (13) is true for k == 1, it is true in general, by induction. 

We now have uniformly in the entire interval 

Mn^A^{x" —x')^jk\\ (15) 


and so the terms of the series (9) are dominated by those of a series 
of positive constants M exp[/i^(a;"—a:')], which is convergent. Hence 
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the series converge uniformly in the interval and their sums 

are continuous. Making A; -> oo in (7), we have 

X 

J (16) 

By putting x = we verify the initial values and, 

because the integrands (16) are continuous, we may differentiate 
and so verify that = <f>i(x) is a solution of the system (S^). 


Uniqueness. If there were two sets of functions satisfying all 
the conditions, their differences 0^(a:) ^ <l>i{x)—<f)fix) (^= 1, 2,...,7i) 

would satisfy the relations 


^t(^) == 2 f «ii(0^>;(0 dt 
j=i i 


(17) 


Since are continuous, we can find an upper bound 


|<l),(a:)| <5 (*' < a; < x"). (18) 


By the same argument as in (14) we can then prove by induction 
|d)i(a:)| < Bn’^A’‘\x-^\’^lk\ < Bn>‘A'‘(x’'-x'flk\ (19) 

for all positive integers k. By making A;->oo we have |0^(:r)| < e, 
uniformly in the interval, where e is an arbitrarily small constant. 
Hence 0^(a:) = 0, or the two solutions are identical. 


2. Solutions in Power -Series 

Analytic Linear Systems. The system is said to be analytic 
if the coefficients (a^y) and (/J are analytic functions of a real or 
complex variable x, in the sense of Cauchy. A point x ~ ^ where 
every coefficient is holomorphic is called an ordinary 'point) all other 
points are called singular. At an ordinary point the coefficients can 
be expanded as Taylor series: 

aij{x) = f fi{x) = f /f'(a:-|)* (1) 

fc=0 A; = 0 

which are convergent when \x--^\ < d(^), where d(^) is the shortest 
distance between x = ^ and the nearest singular point. 

The following existence theorem consists of a particular case of 
Cauchy’s existence theorem for analytic non-Hnear systems, together 
with a rider by Fuchs specifying the radius of convergence of the 
solution, when the system is linear. 
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Theorem. At an ordinary point x = ^ the analytic linear system 
{S^) is identically satisfied by n power-series 

Vi = = 1 {i = 1, 2,..., n), (2) 

which are uniquely determined by the initial values <f>i(^) ~ r]i^ These 
series are convergent when \x—^\ < d{^)y where d(^) is the shortest 
distance between x — ^ and the nearest singular point. 

To obtain a formal solution we substitute the power-series (2) in 
the initial conditions and in the system (S^), and equate coefficients 
of like powers of (x— on both sides. The initial conditions give 

cf^ = rn (i = (3) 

and then we have 

(A:+l)cf+i> = 2 2 (*=l,2,...,m;fc = 0, 1,2,...). (4) 

It is evident, by induction with respect to ky that every coefficient 
is uniquely determined. 

Let X be any point where \x—^\ — r < d(^) = d, and let 
B = \{r-\-d) < d. The series (1) for the coefficients are absolutely 
convergent when \x—^\ < B; so that we can choose a positive 


number M such that 

\af\B^y \p^^\B^<M. (5) 

The relations (4) then yield the inequalities 

< MB-A i i i2^|cj«)| + ll. (6) 

8^0 J 

n 

If we put = 2 we obtain from (6) by adding 

j=i 

(A;+ l)c(*+i) ^ 2 i2»cW+ 1]. (7) 

We shall clearly obtain a dominant power-series 

2 cf^\x~^)^ 2 C^^\x—^)^ (8) 

A: = 0 k = Q k = Q 

if we put = c^^\ and then 

= nMBA V B^a^^+l]. (9) 

*-a«0 J 

But this gives 

= nMa^^+B-W^\ ( 10 ) 
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.. <?•«> \h+nMR-\ 1 

and hence >“ -5* = JSS [ <T+l)JfJ “S' 

Hence the dominant series 2 and, a fortiori ^ the n series 

(2) are absolutely convergent if == r < B < d. The series 

2 is determined by the differential equation 

DY = (12) 

By separation of the 


and the initial value Y = when x 
variables we have the solution 




-71MR 


(13) 


and this explains the binomial recurrence formula (10). 

Tliis investigation shows that the solutions of a linear analytic 
system are holomorphic at all finite points of the plane where the 
coefficients are holomorphic. Accordingly the singularities of the 
solutions are known a priori by inspection of the coefficients. This 
fundamental property was pointed out by Fuchs. 

3. Linearly Independent Solutions 

Combination of Solutions. If ~ <f>i(x) and ^Ry 

two solutions of the linear system (S^), then y^ = is a 

solution of the corresponding homogeneous system 


((S'*) f aij(x)yf (i = 1, 2,...,n). 

We therefore require only one particular integral of together 
with the complete primitive of (6'*). 

If we have m solutions of the homogeneous system [S*) 

Vi = = l,2,...,n; j = l,2,...,m), (1) 

another solution is 


m 

= (*■ = i,2,...,w), ( 2 ) 

where (c^) are any constants. The solutions (1) are said to be linearly 
connected if constants (not all zero) exist such that 

m 

= 0 {i = l,2,...,n). (3) 

Theorem. The necessary and sufficient condition that m solutions 
(1) of the homogeneous system (S*) should be linearly connected is that 
the rank of the matrix (<f>ij(x)) should he less than m. 
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The condition is necessary; for, if the relations (3) hold, every 
m-rowed determinant of the matrix vanishes. Suppose now that the 
condition is satisfied and that the rank is Jc (k < m,k ^ n). We can 
number the variables and solutions so that the determinant 

1,2,...,A:). (4) 

Corresponding to any solution ~ ^ 

unique set of multipliers (u^g) such that 

k 

= 1,2,..., 7?.; s =-: l,2,...,m), (5) 

these relations being compatible, because every determinant of 
(A;+l) rows of the matrix vanishes. On introducing this solution in 
(aS*), the terms multiplied by {u^g) cancel, leaving 

2 <f)ij{x)Dujg = 0 (i = 1, 2,...,7 i); (6) 

i = i 

and, because A;^ ^ 0, we must have 

Dujg — 0, Ujg — constant, (7) 

so that the condition is sufficient. 

At an ordinary point ^ ^ we can construct n solutions, taking 

arbitrary initial values such that the determinant A(^) = 1 7^ 0, 

and these solutions are necessarily linearly independent. Since k 
every other solution can be written in the form 

yi=^Cj^ii{x) (i == l,2,...,w), (8) 

where (c^) are constants. Any such system of n linearly independent 
solutions is called a fundarnental system, 

Jacobies Determinant. The determinant A ^ of any n 

solutions of the homogeneous system (S*) can be evaluated by means 
of an auxiliary differential equation. In an interval or domain where 
{€iij{x)] are continuous we have 


“ = 1 2 4 ;.^“'*' 

j=>l k — 1 

= 22“'>'[2^«w|f.]' 

*-&— 1 TtfCJ 


(9) 
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If we introduce the Kronecker deltas 


Sn - 1, S.7 = 0 =^J)> (10) 


and use the property that a determinant with two identical rows 
vanishes, we may write 


z>A = |; 

i — 1 i=>l 



( 11 ) 


This is integrated by separating the variables and gives Jacobi’s 
result 


A(x) = A(^)exp 


2 f ®n(^) * 


(12) 


Hence, either A (a;) — 0 , and the n solutions are linearly connected; 
or else A{x) 7 ^ 0 in the entire interval of continuity, the exponential 
factor being neither zero nor infinite. Thus the necessary and 
sufficient condition for a fundamental system is that A (^) 7 ^ 0 at 
any on^ point of the interval. 


Method of Variation of Parameters. If a fundamental system 
of solutions of the homogeneous system (8*) is known, the non- 
homogeneous system (8^^) is soluble by quadratures. Since 
A = 7 ^ 0 , a set of multipliers (uj) is uniquely determined 

by the relations 

y< = 2 (i = 1 . 2 ,-, n). (13) 

J = 1 

On substituting these expressions in (8^) and cancelling terms multi- 
plied by {uj}, there remain the relations . 


2 <f>iM')Duj = fiix) (t = 1, 2,..., n), 
which give uniquely 



(14) 

(15) 


For the principal solution |), determined by the condi- 

tions == 0 at a; = we must have also Wy = 0 at x — and 
(15) accordingly gives 


Ui 


V f-L^ 

J A(t) d4,^i 


fiii) dt; 


(16) 
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and (13) now becomes, with a change of suffixes, 


Vk = 


/Vk 

n n ^ ^ 

Ui 


m 


dt. 


We can write this in the form 


= X j <f>ki{^>t)fi(t) 

l — l r 


It 

where ^ 


1 dA{t) 


<j>kj(x) (i,k = 


^ Z. A(<) 

If t is regarded as a constant, yj^ = is a solution of the 

homogeneous system (^9*), taking at a; = ^ the values 
Since the determinant of these values is unity, the solutions 
Vk — (iyh ~ l,2,...,/i) are a fundamental system, which 

can be constructed directly from the initial conditions at a; = ^ and 
then introduced in (18). 

The method can also be used to reduce by m the order of the 
homogeneous system (/S*), when m linearly independent solutions 
are known. Let the variables be numbered so that the determinant 
“ \<t>ij{x)\ -A 0 (iyj = 1, 2,...,m), and let us put 

7n \ 

Vi = 2 (* = 2.-, m), 

> ( 20 ) 

Vi = 2 (» = m+l,...,n). 

i=i / 

These relations give {u^) and (T^) uniquely. Substituting, and can- 
celling the terms in {u^), we have 

m n \ 

J, <l>ij{x)Duj = 2 (j = 

fc = m + l I .gn 

m n I ' ^ 

%4>ij{x)DUj+DYi= 2 '^iki^Wk {i = 

j = l k^m+1 } 

The first set gives, since A,^ ^ 0, 




A:==777+1 i=l 


and when these values are substituted in the second set, we get 
a homogeneous system of order (n—m) of the type 


DYi= 2 Aki^Wk (i = m+l,...,n). 

A: ==>7/1+1 


4064 
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10 EXISTENCE THEOREMS Chap. I, § 3 

If this system can be solved, {u^) can then be obtained from (22) by 
quadratures. 

4. Wronskian Determinants 

Linearly Connected Functions. The functions {(t>i{x)} are said to 
be linearly connected if constants (c^-) not all zero exist such that 
2 ~ 0. If there are n functions, which are differentiable 

(Ti—l) times, we have the relations 

|c,Z)>-W*) = 0 {j==l,2,...,n); (1) 

t=l 

and on eliminating (cj we obtain the determinantal relation 

^ I ^2 ... I = 0 . ( 2 ) 

r>4>i • • . D<t>n 

I 

The vanishing of this expression, which is called a Wronskian 
determinant, is thus a necessary condition for the functions to be 
linearly connected. The converse is true only with qualifications. 
We suppose that = 0, and that there is no sub-set 

of {n~l) functions whose Wronskian vanishes identically. For, if 
there were, we could reason on the sub-set. We can then prove the 
following 

Theorem. If n functions {<f>i{x)} are differentiable {n—l) times, 
and if = 0, hut ^ 0 in a certain 

interval, then the functions are connected by a linear relation with 
constant coefficients, which is valid in the entire interval. 

We can determine uniquely multipliers [ufj such that 

0’ = (3) 

t=i 

By combining the Jth relation with the derivative of the (j‘— -l)th, 
we have 

2 = 0 (j= (4) 

i=l 

and because ^ must have Du^ ~ 0, and so 

n — l 

= J, (Ci == constant). (6) 

i = l 

The relation can be extended to any interval where the derivatives 
exist and where all the Wronskians of sub-sets of (n—l) functions 
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nowhere vanish simultaneously. The necessity for the condition 
was indicated by Peano, and may be simply illustrated. Consider 
two functions with continuous derivatives defined as follows: 

= 2a;2, 4,^{x) = x^ (x ^ 0); ) ,g. 

(/>i{x) ™ ^ 2 (^) ^ (a; < 0). I 

Then <f>i(x) = 2 </> 2 (x) (x ^ 0), but (/>i(x) = ^)* The 

theorem is inapplicable to any interval containing a: — 0, because 
= 0 = so that the subsidiary condition is not satisfied, 

although W(</>i,(/) 2 ) ^ 0. If, however, the functions are analytic, and 
if 2 ^ 0 in any finite interval, the relation holds everywhere, 

by the principle of analytical continuation. 


The General Linear Homogeneous Equation. If the n functions 
{(l>i(x)} are differentiable n times, and if 0/i) 7 ^ 0 in a 

certain interval or domain, then the expression y = where 

(c^) are constants, must satisfy the relation 

^2>***’ „ Q /n\ 

The form of this relation is unchanged if {(l>i(x)} are replaced by n 
linearly independent combinations with constant coefficients 

= 1,2,...,7i), ( 8 ) 

where the determinant \Cij\ ^ 0. For, by the rule for multiplying 
determinants, we have 


and hence 


^(^ 1 > ^ 2 >***> ?/) ” 2 /)> 
lf((Di,(D2,...,0„2/) 




( 9 ) 


( 10 ) 


Conversely, consider any homogeneous equation 
(E*) J^^l/+Pi{x)D^-^y+„.+p^(x)y = 0 , ( 11 ) 

and suppose that {(l>i{x)} are n known linearly independent solutions, 
so that 02 v>^n) 0 in a certain interval. 

Eliminating {Pri^)} from (11) and the equations satisfied by 
{Ux)}, we have (j2) 


and, since we assumed that TF(<^i,^ 2 >--» ^n) ^ Wronski's theorem 
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shows that the most general solution of (11) is of the form 

n 

2/ ~ 2 where (c^) are constants. 

Every solution of {E*) is accordingly expressible in terms of any 
set of n linearly independent solutions, which are called a funda- 
mental system. 


5. The General Linear Equation 
The Complete Primitive. We shall now specialize some of the 
preceding results for the particular system 

i = /(^). 

i~l 

which is equivalent to the general linear equation 

(K) == f(x). 

If X is real and all the coefficients are continuous in the interval 
(x' ^ X ^ x")f there is a solution with n continuous deiivatives, 
whicli^ is uniquely determined by tlie arbitrary initial values 
~ (i ~ 0, 1 ,..., 71—1) at any point x — ^ oi the interval. If 
X is real or complex and the coefficients are analytic, the solution is 
analytic and has no singularities in the finite part of the ])lane, 
except at singularities of the coefficients. 

The difference of any two solutions of (E^), say y — (f)(x)—(l>*(x), 
satisfies the corresponding homogeneous equation 

(E*) I^''y+Pi{x)D^'~^y+...+p,fx)y = 0. 

We therefore require only one particular integral of {E^), together 
with a complementary function which is the complete primitive of 

(Ky 



The Abel-Liouville Formula. The analogue of Jacobi’s deter- 
minant for the system (1) is the Wronskian of any 

n solutions of the homogeneous equation [E*). By a double applica- 
tion of the rule that determinants with two rows identical vanish, 
we have n r. n 

” dW 
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= (2) 

Separating the variables and integrating, we have 

W{x)^ W (l)exp — j pi(<) j , (3) 

a result due to Abel for n ^ 2 and to Liouville in general. In a finite 
domain where jpiix) is continuous, vanishes either 

identically or not at all. The necessary and sufiicient condition that 
n solutions {<^^( 2 :)} should form a fundamental system of solutions of 
(.S/*) is that their Wronskian should not vanish at one point x = 
chosen at random in the domain. 


Method of Variation of Parameters. To solve the non-homogeneous 
equation knowing a fundamental system of solutions of (^*), 
we put „ 

Di-hj = 2 (3 = 1. 2,..., w). ( 4 ) 

t -1 

These relations give unique values for {ui), since ^n) ^ 

By combining (4) and their derivatives we now find 

0 = ^DuiD^-^i(x) (j ^ 1,2,. ..,71—1), (5) 

1-1 

and ^ [u^D^^<l>^{x)-\-Dui (6) 

When the expressions (4) and (6) for the unknown and its deriva- 
tives are substituted in terms multiphed by (u^) cancel, leaving 


2Du,D--^,(x):^f(x). (7) 

1—1 

From (5) and (7) we now get 


Dui =f(x) 


1 dW(x) 


(^=1,2, 


n). 


( 8 ) 


If the jprincipal solution Sit x = say y = <[)(a;;|), is determined by 
the conditions D^-hj = 0 (j = l,2,...,n) when a: = we find that 
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= 0 (i ~ 1, when x ~ Hence 


X 


m dw{t) 

W(t) ' 




If Hs a constant, the expression 


«^(^><) = 2Trw^ 

IS that solution of the homogeneous equation (E*), which is deter- 
mined by the initial values 

D^-iy = 0, when x = t (j = 1, 1); j ^^ 2 ) 

j)n-iy _ when X — t. i 

With this definition of ^{x\t) wc obtain a formula of great impor- 
tance for the principal solution, which is due to Cauchy, namely, 


^(x-A) = \j>(x-,t)f(t)dt. 


We can also apply the method of variation of parameters to reduce 
a homogeneous equation (E*), when we know rn independent solu- 
tions (m < 7i); a simpler method will be given later, so that the 
details will be left as an exercise. If lk((^i, ^ write 


= 2 UiDi-^^i(x) {j = 1, 2,..., m), 

m \ 

D^-^y = 2 (j = n), 

1 = 1 

in the normal canonical system (1), where nowf(x) ^ 0. 
We have (»— 1) relations 


^ DuiD^-^^i{x) — 0 


= 0 (j = l,2,...,m-l), 

= i"m+i O' = «»). 

= F, +1-1)7, (j = m+l,...,w-l), 


and also the relation 


7)"y = 2 ['UiD’^<f>i{x)+DuiD”-^i(x)]+DY„ 
1=1 
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From (14), (16), and (jB 7JJ) we find 

n n—m 

^ = 0 - ( 17 ) 

i=l r=«l 


On eliminating (Z)%) between (15) and (17), we have a canonical 
system of order {n~m) in (Yj), which can be replaced by a single 
homogeneous equation of order (n~m) for while (14) gives 


Y — ^ 2 >* **> y) 


(18) 


so that Ym^l (regarded as an expression in y) is the left-hand side of 
the equation of order m admitting the given solutions. 


EXAMPLES. I 


1. Reduce to canonical sj^stems the pairs of equations 

[D-y-\-D-z-{-y i, Dhj±D-z±z = 0]. 

2. The system 


Dy = i\{x,y,z)y D^y = i\{Xyy,z,Dy,Dz) 
is in general of the second order. Show by examples that it may be (i) indeter- 
minate, (li) incompatibh', or (iii) of ord('r lower than the second. 

3. Show by the method of successive approximations that the equation 
Dy = a{x)y is satisfied by 

y = •>;exp|^ J a(0*j; 

and that the equation Dy — a{x)y-\~f(x) is satisfied by 


2/ = J /(s)expj^ J o(<) <Z<j 


ds. 


4. Solve from first principles the systems: 
(i) Dy xy; y — 1, when a? ™ 0. 


(li) Dy = ay 1(1 y ™ L when a: ~ 0. 

(iii) Dy = s, Dz — —y; y ~ A, z = By when a; — 0. 

(iv) Du ~ Vy Dv ~ Wy Dw = u; u = Ay v = By w = Cy when a; = 0. 


5. If t/i — <^y(a;) is a set of rn solutions (m < n) of the homogeneous system 
(Sn)y and if constants (Cj) not all zero exist such that 

m 

= 0 (i= l,2,...,n) 

3-1 

m 

for a particular value then 2 ^ 

^ = 1 

6. If (<^y(a;)) is a matrix of n- arbitrary differentiable functions, whose 
determinant does not vanish identically, then there is a imique homogeneous 
system (Sf) admitting the fi solutions y^ — </)ij{x) (i,j — l,2,...,n). If the 
determinant vanishes identically, the system (Sf) does not exist unless the 
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functions are connected by relations with constant coefficients 


If the rank of the matrix is any {k 1-1) solutions must be connected by rela- 
tions with constant coefficients. When these conditions are satisfied, the system 
(*S'^) is indeterminate. 


7. The homogeneous system {S*) cannot admit m linearly independent 


m 

solutions and also a solution where are not 

3^1 


constants. 


8. If (y^) is a solution of the homogeneous system {Sf^) and the determinant 

n 

lot,ij(a;)| ^ 0, then Yj oL^jixyy^ satisfy another homogeneous system of 

n 

order n. The expression Y 2 with coefficients dilTerentiable n times, 

satisfies a linear homogeneous equation of order n or less. 

9. Systems with Certain Known Solutions. If the homogeneous system 

has (a— 1) known solutions y^ = which are linearly independent, 

show that for any other solution 


Vv 2 / 2 > •••» 



^l(7i-l)» ^2(u-l)» •••» ^n(n-l) 


Complete the solution of the system by quadratures, using the method of 
variation of parameters. 

10. The homogeneous equation has (n— 1) known independent solu- 
tions. Show that any other solution satisfies the equation of order (a — 1) 


Oexpj^— Jpi(0 

which is soluble by quadratures. 

11. If is a known solut^ion of the homogeneous equation show 

that the equation can bo simplified by d’Alembert’s substitution y = ^^{x)u\ 
and that it is reduced to an equation of order (a — 1) by Fuchs’s substitution 

y = ^i(^) J « 

12. Removal of a Term. If the equation {E*) is transformed by writing 

y == aexpj^—i J* Vii^) equation satisfied by u has no term in 

If in (E^) we take a now independent variable z ~ ip{x), determined by the 
relation n{n—l)ilj"{x)-{-2p^{x)i/j'{x) ~ 0, the new equation satisfied by y has 
no term in d^^~^yldz^~^. 

13. Every solution of the non -homogeneous equation satisfies the 

homogeneous equation of order (n-f-1) 

f{x)[D^+^yi-PiD^y+{p[-\-Pz)D^-’^y-{-.,.+p'ny]- 
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14. Solve xD^y—{2x-\-l)Dy-\-{x-{~\)y = 0, given that the quotient of two 
particular integrals is 

16. Solve {x^-\-x'^)D^y-{-xDy-~{x-\-\Yy — 0, given that the product of two 
particular integrals is constant. 

1 6. Cauchy ’s Formula for a Repeated Integral. Show that the principal 
solution of D^y =f(x), determined by the conditions D^~^y = 0 (i = 1, 2,..., n) 
when a; — is a 


Hence obtain Cauchy’s form of the remainder in Taylor’s theorem 


,l>(x) = + 




(n-l)! 


(n-\)\ 


17. If Jy-T) f(x), F„{x) ^ J dt, prove by integration by parts that 


X 

Pn{x) = J 


(x-tr-'S(i) 

(n-l)! 


18. Give another proof of Cauchy’s formula by moans of the relation 

X h ^n-t XX X 

j dti J dt^ ... J f{f'n) J J ^^n—1 ••• J fi^n) 
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II 

EQUATIONS WITH CONSTANT COEFFICIENTS 


6. Heaviside’s Solution of Cauchy’s Problemf 
Introduction. The simplest class of linear differential equations are 
those with constant coefficients, which can be solved with the aid 
of elementary functions. But the systems occurring in mechanical 
and electrical problems may be very complicated, and give scope for 
labour-saving symbolical methods. If we require a particular solution 
taking assigned initial values, the operational calculus of Heaviside 
affords the most appropriate shorthand for the method of successive 
approximations. If we require the complete primitive with the 
arbitrary constants of integration displayed in the simplest form, but 
without reference to any particular set of initial values, the most 
effective method is the symbolical calculus of Boole. 

Solution in Power-Series. The homogeneous system with constant 
coefficiekts ^ 

•^2/i = (i = l,2,...,?i) (1) 

is analytic and free from singularities in the finite part of the plane. 
In the neighbourhood of a typical point x ~ 0 the solutions can be 
expanded in power-series, which will converge for all finite values of 
X, Let us write these in the form 

= (i= 1,2,. (2) 

Then the solution taking the values yi— at a: == 0 is given by the 
relations 

= Vi> == Z ««<=]*'• (3) 

3 = 1 

Let (aW) be the kth. power of the matrix (a^^), and let (ajyO denote the 
unit matrix (8^^-), whose elements are Kronecker deltas. By the multi- 
plication rule we have 

= 2 = 2 ( 4 ) 

8=1 8=1 

t J. R. Carson, Electrical Circuit Theory and the Operational Calculus (New York, 
1926); H. Jeffreys, Operational Methods in Mathematical Physics (Cambridge, 1927); 
E. J. Berg, Rechnung mit Operatoren (Munich and Berlin, 1932); P. Humbert, Le 
calcul symbolique (Paris, 1934). 
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Then the relations (3) give 


and 


C?'' = (* = A: = 0, l,...,oo); (5) 

7 = 1 


j = l ‘-fc = 0 


'nj 




(6) 


where ~ is the solution with the initial values <l>ij(0) = at 
the origin. 

If every element of the matrix (a^j) has the upper bound \a^j\ < A, 
then \oS^^\ < for positive integers k. Hence the series (6) are 

absolutely convergent for all finite values of x, and at least as rapidly 
as exp(7i^a:). To solve the non -homogeneous system 


DVi = i a<i«/y+A(a;) (i = 1,2 n), (7) 

7 = 1 

we observe that y^ — is the solution of the homogeneous 

system (1) which takes the initial values yi = at any given point 
X — t. Applying the method of variation of parameters as in § 3, we 
see that 


is the principal solution of (7), given by yi ~ 0 when a; = 0. 


^ {i ^ l,2,...,n) ( 8 ) 


Heaviside Operators. To confirm these results by the method of 
successive approximations, we introduce the notation 


h(x)^]mdt. (9) 

By Cauchy’s formula for a repeated integral, we have, for positive 
integers m, ^ ^ 

pinfi^) = j dt^ J r/Zg ••• J /(^n) dtj^^ 

0 0 0 


X 

J 




f(t) dt. 


lff{x) s 1, we may omit the operand and write simply 


A. = — 

P’" ~~ mV 


( 10 ) 


( 11 ) 
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Proceeding exactly as in § I, we write the solution as a uniformly con- 

00 

vergent series == 17 2 where 


&==i 


C7(fc+i)(a:) ^S^Vf\x). 


( 12 ) 


Since the operation of integration is commutative with that of multi- 
plication by a constant, we find that (12) are satisfied by 


and the solution is 


^ fn^k) a^k-1) -1 


Vi 


Using the rules (10) and (11) to interpret these operators, wo find, 
exactly pts in (6) and (8), 


n r 00 

^2 2^ 

j=l ^k=0 


-2[2<'l^]’--^2/[2“»''^Fn 

;• = ! >=lo 

n n ^ 

i=i 


Summation of the Series. Consider the auxiliary series 

Ak) 


m dt 


W, 


2 p\n>t 

0 ’= 1 . 2 , 


(16) 


(16) 


A: = 0 


which are certainly convergent if |A[ > nA, By reason of (3), these 
are found to satisfy the relations 


X(Wj—t]j} = 2 0’ = l,2,...,w), 

i— 1 

which may he written 


(17) 


2 (AS ,— a.Jw, = Xrjj {j=l, 2 ,..., n). (18) 

i=0 

If A(A) = is the determinant of this system of linear 

algebraic equations and Aj^{X) the minor of the element [AS_^^— 


w. 


J 


A(A) 


Vj (i — 


(19) 
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We can now write (14) symbolically in the form 

= (20) 

Since A{p) is of degree n and are at most of degree (n— 1), the 

operators can be expanded formally in negative integral powers of 
p and interpreted term by term. 

Heaviside’s Partial-Fraction Rule. The expansions of the operators 
may be found by resolving {Ay^(p)/A(p)} into partial fractions, which 
are interpreted as follows. 

p ^ (m+r— -l)!a:^ 

(p—ocY^ 


OD 

2 


o/Tx^n+r- 


(m— l)!r! (m— 1)! 


( 21 ) 


1 

\p — olY^ 


« = 2 


(m+r-\)\or ... 


2 / 




0 

= (22) 

If A^^i(p) is the H.C.F. of all the first minors {Aj-^(p)}, and if 
A(p)/A^_i(p) is divisible by (p—ocy, then the solution involves terms 
of the types (s = 0, 1, 2,...,r— 1). 


Non-Commutative Operators. The operator p, of which only nega- 
tive integral powers have been defined, is not identical with D, nor 
are the two operators commutative. For we have 


I>^/(x)=^Dff(t)dt=f(x), 

" 0 

\Df{x)^ //'(<) rf<=/(*)-/(0); 
P Q 


( 23 ) 
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— (m > n); 

1 ^ ^m-l 

^D’-fix) = /(x)-/(0) -^/'(O)-...- ; (25) 

X 

(26) 

0 

Summary. The practical rule for solving the system (7) with given 
initial values is first to integrate between the limits 0 and x, and 
write 

Vi = Vi+ y ^yj + lfii^) (»■ = (27) 

This is a system of integral equations equivalent to the given differ- 
ential equations plus the given initial conditions. We now solve (27) 
formally as linear equations in (y^), as though p were a number. This 
gives the formulae (20), which are to be interpreted by Heaviside’s 
partial-fraction rule. 



7. Operators in D and 8 
Linear Operators, If we write 

F{D)y = f 2 “f-O”-*]*/ = 2 (1) 

Li=o J 1 = 0 

where (a^) are constants, the expression F{D) is called a linear operator 
with constant coefficients. Since the differential operator D is commu- 
tative with constants, we have 
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Again, by Leibnitz’s theorem, we have 


rio 




= e“*(D+a)"’y, 

(3) 

and so, for any polynomial in D, 


F(D)[e'=^y] = e’^F{D+a)y. 

(4) 


Homogeneous Equations. The algebraic equation J’(A) = 0 is called 
the characteristic equation of the differential equation F{D)y = 0. If 
its roots are known, we may write F(D) ™ A^), with the 

factors in any order. If A = A^* is a root of multiplicity we may 
write the equation as 

F(D)y ^ F,{D)[{D-KT'y\ = 0, (5) 

and this is certainly satisfied if 

{D^X,)^iy - 0 , ( 6 ) 

or if = 0. (7) 

A particular integral with arbitrary constants is therefore 
y = where is an arbitrary polynomial of degree 

1). Taking all the roots in turn, we have a solution with n arbi- 
trary constants ^ = y (8) 

m ' 

We can prove that this is the complete primitive by evaluating the 
Wronskian determinant of the n solutions corresponding to the n 
constants; if this is not zero, the solutions must be linearly inde- 
pendent. In the first place we have 



1 

1 

1 


Ai 

A 2 



' 1 

5? 




= eSV pj (9) 

Ks<r<n 

which is an identity in (AJ as well as in x. This expression does not 
vanish if (A^) are all unequal. 

If we differentiate with respect to A 2 , and then put Ag = A^, we have 

IT (10) 

r— 3 3^8<.r^n 
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If we now differentiate twice with respect to A3, and then put A3 — A^, 
we have 
W 

= l!2!e2V]^(A^_A^)3. jj (A^_a,); (H) 

r==4 4<svr<n 

and the Wronskian corresponding to any combination of equal roots 
of the characteristic equation may be evaluated in the same way. 

Non-Homogeneous Equations. To solve F(D)y — /(a;), we construct 
the algebraic partial fraction identity 

-L- = y y ( 12) 

F(X) ZZ(x-x,r 

This gives an identity between operator polynomials 

or , 1 :^'^Fi(D)tfj,(D) say, (13) 

<i) 

where {jP^(Z))} are defined as in (5). We can accordingly write 

f(x) ^ I F,{D)UD)f{x) ^ I F,,{D)f,{x ) ; (14) 

( 1 ) (0 

and the equation F{D)y ~ f(x) can now be satisfied by putting 
2/ = 2 Vi, where _ F^{D)Ux), (15) 

or F^{D){(D—XiY‘iji-Si{x)] = 0. (10) 

These relations are certainly satisfied if 

(B~-\riy,==Ux), (17) 

and so the problem is reduced to the solution of ‘simjDlc equations’ 
of the type (17). 

To solve (D—X)^y = /(a:), we write it as 

_ e~^f(x). (18) 

The solution is now given by k integrations, which may be reduced 
to a single integration by Cauchy’s formula, if we ignore constants 
of integration. The latter yield only terms duplicated in the com- 
plementary function. We write symbolically 

y = A[e-A*/(x)]. 


(19) 
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The practical rule derived from this discussion is to resolve formally 
into partial fractions the inverse operator 


y = 


F{D) 




(i) r-1 




/(*)> 


( 20 ) 


and to interpret each symbolical fraction by the rule given in (19). 


Equations Soluble without Quadratures. For many important appli- 
cation.s the right-hand side is of the form 

/(x) ^ e«-"</ij.(a;), (21) 

) 

where (iXj) may be complex, and where {ifjjix)) are polynomials. It is 
sufficient to solve the typical equation 

F(D)y = et^^i/j(x). (22) 

If iIj(x) is of degree 1), the right-hand side is annihilated by 
(Z)— and so the solution of (22) is included in that of 

(J)-fxr^F(D)y = 0. (23) 

If we write down tlic complete primitive of (23), and then omit terms 
annihilated by F(D), we find that there is a particular integral of the 
form y ~ where x(^) ^ polynomial of degree (m— 1), if 

Fifi) 7 ^ 0, or of degree (m+^"— 1), if A — p is a Z-tuple root of 
i^(A) -= 0. 

We could, of course, find x(^) method of indeterminate 

coefficients; but this is unnecessarily tedious. The required particular 
integral is to satisfy both the equations 

F(I))y ^ e^^i}j(x), (D—ixY^^^y = 0. (24) 

If F{D) = {D~ixYG{D), let us construct by the H.C.F. process the 
identity between polynomials 

A[D)G{D)+B(D)(D~yiy- ~ I, (25) 

where A{D) is of degree (m— 1) in D. If we operate with A(D) on the 
first of the equations (24) and with B{D) on the second and add, we 

(D-ixy^y = A{D)ei^,p(xy, (26) 

SO that, iiy ~ e/^^x(a;), we get 

D^X{^) ^ A{D+ix^{x). (27) 

The operator A(D-Fy) can be found without calculating B{D)\ for 

4064 ^ 
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the identity (25) corresponds to a relation between rational functions: 








(28) 


0[ii+h) 

Hence A(iX'\~h) is identical with the first m terms of the Taylor expan- 
sion of l/6^(/x+70 in ascending powers of h. Since Aq — 1/(t(/x) is 
neither zero nor infinite, the expression 

+ (29) 

is a polynomial of the same degree (m— 1) as ^(a;). The required poly- 
nomial ^{x) ~ Z)“*^*(a;) may be written down by inspection, or as 
the result of k successive integrations. The constants of integration 
correspond to terms already aecounted for in the complementary 
function. The practical rule for solving (22), where 0(a;) is a poly- 
nomial, is to write 

and to ; expand the operator in ascending powers of D, omitting all 
terms which annihilate ^(x), 


= (\i D”'>ji(x) 


0 ). 


(31) 


Euler’s Homogeneous Equation. The equation 

f(x), (32) 

where (a^) are constants, can be reduced to an equation with constant 
coefficients by putting x = d. li S ^ djdt ~ xdjdx, we can prove by 
induction the well-known identity 

xrriD^y £- 8(8-l)...(8-m+l)y; (33) 

and so (32) can be transformed into 

K^^y+hh^'-^y+--+Ky =/(^)- ( 34 ) 

Corresponding to (4), we have the rule F(h)[x^y) — a:“i^(8+a)y. 

If (8— a^)^« is a factor of the operator with constant coefficients 
F[h), then a solution of F(h)y — 0 is given by y == x“iP^^«“i^(loga:), 
where P|^<“^^(loga:) is an arbitrary polynomial of degree {n^—l) in 
logaj.f 

t The reader should investigate directly the Wronskian determinant of the solu- 
tions of F(8)y == 0. 
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As an exercise in these operators, we observe that the equation 
B^y = f{x) may also be written in the form 

8(8— 1)...(S— ?i+l)y = a;^/(:r). (35) 

By resolving into partial fractions the expression 


y 


1 




(36) 


8(8-l)...(S-7i+l) 
and interpreting the inverse operators, we obtain another proof of 
Cauchy’s formula for a repeated integral 


^J{x) = j ds + a, polynomial of degree (n—l). (37) 


8. Simultaneous Equations. Invariant Factor sf 
Characteristic Equation. Consider the homogeneous system 

= 0 (» = 1. 2 ,..., to), (1) 

where {Fij{D)) is a matrix of linear operators with constant coefficients 
whose determinant A(2)) = \i\^{D)\ is of degree N. If we add the 
results of oj)crating on the equations with the minors of the elements 
of the A;th column of the determinant, we eliminate all the unknowns 
except one, which is found to satisfy the equation 

^{D)yj, = 0 (A; = 1, 2,..., n), (2) 

The corresponding algebraic equation A(A) — 0 is called the charac- 
teristic equation of the system. Suppose first that the roots (A,.) are 
unequal. Then we must have 

= (k=\,2,...,n), (3) 

r==l 

and, on substituting these expressions in (1), we get 

1 f i = 0 (i = 1, 2,..., TO). (4) 

The coefficients of (e^*-^) must vanish separately, since these functions 
are linearly independent; and so we have for each root n relations 

% FiiiKhr = 0 = 1, 2,...,n). (5) 

These are compatible and determine uniquely the ratios (c^,. : Cg;. : . . . : c,^,.) ; 
for we have, on the one hand, A(A,.) = |i^^^(A^)l — 0; while, on the 

t C. Jordan, Coura d'analyse, 3, 175-9 ; M. B6cher, Higher Algebra^ 262-78 ; H. W. 
Turnbull and A. C. Aitken, Canonical Matrices, 19-31, 176-8. 
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other hand, at least one first minor of the determinant is not zero. 
For suppose that every first minor of A(A) were divisible by (A— A^); 

then the reciprocal determinant ^ A^^“^(A) would be divisible 

by (A—A^)^', and so A = A^ could not be merely a simple root of 
A(A) = 0. Thus each root of the characteristic equation gives a 
solution with one arbitrary constant. Solutions of the type yi ~ 
where the unknowns remain in a fixed ratio to one another, are called 
in dynamics normal solutions. 

The reader should now verify, by the method of § 1, that the 
system (1) is equivalent to a normal canonical system whose order is 
equal to the degree of A(Z)). If the determinant vanishes identically, 
the system may be replaced by a smaller number of equations and so 
is indeterminate. 

The method of indeterminate coefficients is equally applicable 
when the characteristic equation has equal roots, but the discussion 
of the linear equations corresponding to (5) becomes very laborious. 
In certp-in cases the equation (2) can be sim])lified; for if A^,_i(/)) is 
the H.C.P. of all the first minors of A(-D) -liE |F,^(Z))|, we may divide 
those minors by A^_i(/)) before we operate on (1), and so we have 



But the problem can be very much more clearly treated by 
simplifying the given system (1). The process is a direct application 
of H. J. S. Smith’s canonical reduction of a matrix of polynomials. 

Equivalent Systems. We employ two kinds of transformations, 
both of which are reversible. We may replace two equations 
(<I)^ = 0 O^) by an equivalent pair === 0 O^}, where 

F{D) is any linear operator with constant coefficients, since either 
pair implies the other. This process is called reduction by rows of the 
matrix {Fij{D)}. Or we may replace two variables by 

{y'oc - y<x+^\D)y^, - y^}, 

since either pair can be written in terms of the other. This is called 
reduction by columns. 

Our object is to reduce the system to be solved to as few equations 
as possible, and, failing this, to reduce to a minimum the degree of 
the lowest operator in the matrix. If any operator is a constant other 
than zero, the accompanying variable can be explicitly written in 
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terms of the others and eliminated from the system. Every such 
opportunity of elimination and reduction of the system is to be 
seized. Suppose now that every operator actually involves D. We 
pick out the operator of lowest degree, and look for another operator 
in the same column not exactly divisible by it. For example, if 
is the lowest operator and ^ QFxy~\- FJi, where is of 

lower degree than F^yiD), but not identically zero, we replace Og = 0 
by [Og— “ 0; the new matrix will have at least one operator 
of lower order than before. If the lowest operator is a factor of every 
operator in its column, we make all of them identical and obtain a 
system of the type 

M(T))y,+ i G,^{D)y^ = 0 (i = 1, 2,...,n), (7) 

j^2 

where no operator is of lower order than M(D). 

Suppose now that one of the operators is not exactly divisible by 
M(D), say G^^(D) ~ M(D)Q(D)-\- 0 'l 2 {I^), where Ox^iD) is of lower 
degree than M{D) but not identically zero. Then the matrix can be 
reduced by columns on taking [yx-\-Q{F>)y 2 \ ^ ucw variable instead 

of yx- If, however, every operator in (7) is divisible by M(D), we 
eliminate from all equations except the first and write 

M{D)Zi^ M(D)[yi+H2{D)y2+...+H,^(D)y^] 0, 

"2 M(D)Hij(D)yj 0 (i = 2,3,...,w). 

J -2 

The first equation need not again be disturbed. The remaining set 
may be reduced in the same manner as before, and we shall finally 
obtain a system of the type 

E^{D)z^ ^ 0, =- 0, ..., E„{D)z^ -= 0, (9) 

where each operator EjJ^D) is divisible by the one i)receding it. The 
old variables (y,) can be expressed in terms of the new variables 
[z^) and vice versa. If k of the original unknowns have been eliminated, 
the number of equations in the system (9) will be only {n—k) \ or we 
may suppose that E^iD) Err I {i = I, 2,..., A;), so that the first k 
equations give the explicit formulae for the eliminated variables. 

We have now only to write down the complete primitives of the 
equations (9) for {z^) and to introduce these expressions in the 
formulae giving (yj in terms of {z^). The method of indeterminate 
coefficients is not required. 
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Invariant Factors. At each step of the reduction, we have merely 
added to one row or column of the matrix a certain multiple 

of another. This leaves invariant the determinant A(Z)) ~ 
but much more than this is true. 

Let A^(Z)) be a polynomial in D (with the highest coefficient unity) 
defined as the H.C.F. of all -rowed determinants of the matrix 
(F^j{D)). If A*(i)) is the corresponding H.C.F. after an elementary 
transformation, it is easily seen that every new A: -rowed determinant 
is divisible by A^(Z>); hence AJ(Z>) is divisible by A;^(/)). But the 
process is reversible, so that A^(Z>) is divisible by AJ(Z)), and therefore 
A*(Z)) = — 1,2,...,7 i). But these invariants {A;^(Z>)} can 

be written down by inspection of the reduced canonical matrix 


Em 0 

0 Em 



( 10 ) 


\ 0 0 ... Em' 

Since ^^^^(Z)) is divisible by E^{D), every Z-rowed minor which 

k 

does not vanish identically is divisible by JJ E^[D). If the highest 
coefficients in [Ei{D)] are reduced to unity, we have therefore 

A,(Z)) ^ E,{D)E,{D)...E,(D) ^ A,_,(D)E,{D). (11) 

Hence {EfJ^D)} are likewise invariants of the original matrix; these 
expressions [EjJ^D)} are called its invariant factors. They can be 
found by rational operations, without solving the characteristic 
equation A(A) = 0. 


EXAMPLES. 11 


1. Heaviside Opebatobs. Verify the fonnulae'- 

P inr ^^P 

— r = COH71X, ~ Sill 7U*, 

p — iti 


Jcosn(.»;-<)/(0 dl, 

= / sinn(x-t)f(i) dt. 

‘ 0 

2. (i) The solution of F{D)y --- 0 determined by the initial conditions 
y — Of Dy ~ 0, ...» D^~^y ~ 0, D^~'^y = 1, 


when X = 0, is 


P 
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(ii) The solution of F{D)y ~f{x) determined by the initial conditions 
y — 0, Dy = 0, D^~^y — 0, 


when a; “ 0, is 




3. The solution of F{D)y ~ 0 determined by the initial conditions 

Dhj -- when x 0 (i — 0, 1,..., n— 1), 

is 2,=.p(a;)__^[iP(D)P(a:)], 

wliero P(x) ^ + + 

4. Verify that 


= J dt j f{3)<P{x,t,s) ds 


J f(s)ds J 0(ir,/,.9) dt, 


and also that 


P(x,t,s}-e - 


0 0 

5. Express as integrals 

— 2pcos^-f to” 

(p«+ (p2>‘+i + (p^»-2p’'cos2nF+ 

6. If 2i{p) is a rational function, whose denominator is of degree not lower 
than the numerator, show that 

e^^Hip) = i?(;j-a)e’-' -~-= 

ip — OC) 

Hence prove by induction that 

{2n—l)lp . „„ , 

(p-^ + lW + 3'^)-{j>= + (2«-l« 

(2/8)! . 

(p^ + 2^)(p^+4^)...{p^^-|-(2aH ' 

[H. V. Lowry, Phil Mag. (7) 13 (1932), 1033-48, 1144-63.] 

7. Verify Lowiy’s formulae by showing that y = sin“^^~^.r satisfies the 
equation 

(i>24_l2)(i)2_|_32)^,{J92_J_(2/^- 1 ) 2 ) 2 / = 0, 

with the conditions 

piy = 0 {i ^ 0,l,...,2n-2), D^^-hj -= (2?i-l)!, 


when X ~ 0, 
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8 . A sequence of Legendre trigonometric polynomials is defined by the 
relations P„(cosa;) = 1, Pi(eos.r) = cosa;, 

(n -f- 1 )7^,,^i(cos x) — ( 2n + 1 )cos xP„{coh x ) -f ?/JF;j_j(cos x ) = 0 . 

Verify the formulae 

j)^p2 4. 22)(p2 42)... {^2 (2^)2} 


^2w+i(cosaj) 

Pgjcos^r) : 


ip^-hl + 32 )(p 2 -f- 62). . . 1^2 ^ ( 2n + 1 )2} ^ 

(/>M-l^)(7>“4-32)...{p2-|-(2/i-l)2} 


(p2q-22)(p2^42)...|^2^(2nH * 
fB. van dor Pol, Phil. Mag. (7) 7 (1929), 1153-62; 8 (1929), 861-98,] 

9. Borel’s Relation. If the Heaviside operators [^[(p)}, generating 
ordinary power -senes {/i(.r)}, are connected by the relation 

1 


then 

10. Show that 


Fi(p) =3 -F^(p)tl(p), 

X 

fi{x) ~ J f^{x dt. 


J p2w{cos(.r-~/)}sin2W“i^ d/ ; 


Kin'‘".r 

2n 


[Lowry.] 


11. Cauchy’s Method. If P(z)f G(z) are polynomials of degree ri, 7n re- 
spectively^ {m < n), and if C is a contour enclosing all the zeros of Piz), show 
that 


G(p) 

Pip) 


2i7rJ P( 


Oiz) 

F{z) 


dz 


0 (; 

[A. L. Cauchy, (Eui^res (2) 6, 252-5, 7, 40-54, 255-66; C. Hermite, 
Bulletin des sc. math, (2) 3 (1879), 311-25.] 
12. Solve the simultaneous equations 
(1) D-u ^ 2u—v—w 

D-v ~~ —u-\-2v -w 
D^w " —u—v-\-2w 


(ii) D^u — 2u-{~v-\-w 
D'^v u-\-2'V~]-w 
— u^v-\-2w 



Ill 


SOME FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS 


9. Linear Operators 

Operators with Variable Coefficients. If wc write 

F(x, D)y = [ 2 = 2 Pr(X')D"^~^y, (1) 

Lr^O J 

the expression F(a;, D) is called an ordinary linear differential operator. 
If {(j>i(x)} arc functions of x, differentiable sufficiently often, and (c^) 
are constants, we have 

By combining such relations, we have for any operator F = F(x, D) 
of the type (1) ^ | 

But it is not in general true that FQ<j> is the same as GFcj), for distinct 
linear ox)crators F, G. 

Division and Factors. 02)erator polynomials in D have many 
analogies with ordinary jiolynomials in a variable. Consider two 

operators F vA^)D'>+p,{x:)D><-^-V...+pM, ] 

G = (?„(a;)D’'*+g’j{*)jD"‘-i+...4-f/„,(a;), / 
where m ^ n. Let us form the exj)ression 

Fy—{AAx)D''-^^+AAx)D^-^'-^->r -■+A ,i_„,(a:)](TV. (5 ) 

and let us determine successively 

^0 ~ Pol^y \ 

^i = {Vi—Aaqi-{n-m)AoDq^jq^, } (6) 


SO that the expression (5) shall have no term in (D^^y,lF^-hj,...,D^^y). 
We see that {A^{x)} are uniquely determined, and we have a relation 

Fy QGy+Ry, (7) 

where Q and R is an operator of order not exceeding 

(m — 1). These are analogous to the ordinary quotient and remainder 
of two polynomials. 

4064 
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If we know m{<n) linearly independent solutions of Fy — 0, let 
the equation satisfied by them be 

If we construct the identity (7) and substitute for y the solutions 
we have 

+ = 0 (i= (9) 

and since ^ 0, these give 

(i = 0 , 1). 

Hence the relation becomes 


Fy ~ QGy, (10) 

so that G is an inner or right-hand factor of the operator F. We can 
thus break up the equation into the i^air 

Gy = z, (11) 

The first equation is of order (n— m); and, when it is solved, the 
second is soluble by quadratures, by the method of variation of 
parametjers. 


Highest Common Factor. To discover whether two given equations 
have any common solutions, we use a process of Brassine analogous 
to the extraction of the H.C.F. of two polynomials. Let {F^,Ff) be 
two given operators, of which the former is of the higher order; we 
construct a sequence of operators (Ffj of steadily decreasing order 
% > 72-2 > % ^ accordance with the scheme 

F 2 — ^ 12 ) 

Fk~i “ Qk-iFjc (F^-+i = 0). J 

After a finite number of steps we must have F^^i ™ 0; and the last 
operator which docs not vanish identically is an inner factor of all 
the preceding ones, since 

Fk-l — Qk~lFk^ i^_2 = (6 a:-2 Ga:-1+1)^'v • (13) 

But, on the other hand, each of these operators can be written as 
F^ = (AiF^+BiF^)] for we have 

F, = F,-Q,F„ F,^ -Q^F^+(l + Q,Q,)F„.... (14) 

From the identity 




( 15 ) 
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we see that every solution common to {F^^y = 0, = 0) must also 

satisfy Ff^y — 0. Hence Fj. is the highest common inner factor of 
{FvF^). 

Consider now two non-homogeneous equations 


F^y=U{x). 

This system is in all respects equivalent to the pair 


(16) 


Fsp =fi{x)-QJ.;,(x) ^f3{x),sa,y, (17) 

where F^ = (F 1 —Q 1 F 2 ) as in (12); for we can deduce either pair from 
the other. Thus the original system can be replaced successively by 
the pairs 

Fiy=fi(x), =fi+i{x) (i = 2,3,...,fc). (18) 

But, since is identically zero, the last equation necessitates that 
fk^i(x) should be identically zero, for otherwise the equations are in- 
compatible. This means that 


fk+li^) — — b, (19) 

is a necessary condition for the compatibihty of the system. The 
condition is sufficient ; for, in the ^’th equivalent pair (18), one equation 
is merely 0 = 0, so that the system is effectively equivalent to the 


single condition 


^ly = fki^)- 


(20) 


Least Common Multiple. Let the operators (F^^, Ff) have no common 
inner factor; and let us expand as linear homogeneous functions of 
(B^y) the ( 711 +^ 2 + 2) expressions 


B^F^y (i 0,1,..., Tig), B^F^y (j ^ 0, l,...,7ii). (21) 


These (7ii+7i2+2) linear forms, homogeneous in ( 71^+712 + ^) quantities 
(y, By,..., must be connected by an identity 


or 


^y ^ 1 o‘i(x)jD‘Fiy = 2 D‘F^y, (22) 

i~0 j=0 

My = %F,y s %F,y, (23) 


where (T*i,T* 2 ) are operators of order (n^^n^) respectively. 

The equation 3Iy = 0 is satisfied by any solution of either F^y ~ 0 
or F^y ~ 0; so that the operator M is analogous to the least common 
multiple of two polynomials. The relation (23) is equivalent to the 
one expressing that the last remainder in the H.C.F. process is 

^k+l = ^A:+1^1 + ^A:+i^2 ^ 
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Again, if the H.C.F. of (FijFg) is of order nj.=rz v > 0, we have 
F^y 0^{F,y) EEE G.^z, i 

where the operators (G^, G^) are of order {n^~v, n^—v). By the same 
method, we now obtain an equation My ~ 0, of order only (ni+n.^—v), 
which is satisfied by every solution of either equation. Conversely, 
if we have an identity (23), where 'K) are only of order 
7ii~v), the given equations have v common solutions. For let 
^1 linearly independent solutions of F^y ~~ 0. We have 

then YlF,<l>,(x)] ^ 0 (i = 1, (25) 

and so {F^ all solutions of an equation of order (^q— r). Since 

not more than (n^~v) of the expressions can be linearly independent, 
we must have v relations of the type 

FMx)= i 1,2,. (20) 

hi 

where (c^j) are constants. Hence the simultaneous equations 
(Fj^y ~,0 = i 2 ^) have v common solutions 


y^4>i{x)— 2 Cij<l>M) (i = l,2,...,v). (27) 

j = v+l 

If we erase the last (r+1) derivatives in each set (21), we have 
(ni-\-n 2 ~ 2 v) expressions linear and homogeneous in z zii Fj^y and 
its first (r^i+TZg— 2r— 1) derivatives. If these expressions are not 
linearly independent, we can construct an identity showing that 
(G^z = 0 ~ G 2 Z) have a common solution otlierthan zero, contrary 
to our hypothesis that Ff^ is the H.C.F. of tlie given operators. 
We can therefore solve for from tlie (rq+^^^ 2 ~ 2 r) linear expressions, 
and write ^ ^ G^z+B^ G.^z, (28) 


where the operators {Aj., B/^) are of order not liigher than { 712 — v~ I, 
This is equivalent to the identity (15), and indicates the 
order of the operators concerned. 


10. Adjoint Equations! 

Equations of the First Order. We can readily solve the equation 
By+p{x)ij fix) (1) 

by an appropriate use of the identity 

D{yz) ~ z[Dy-\-pix)y]+y[Dz—pix)z'\. (2) 

f G. Darboux, TMorie gin^rale des surfaces, 2 , 112-34; M. B6cher, Lemons sur le 9 
mithodes de Sturm, 22-42 ; F. B, Pidduck, Proc. Poyal Soc. A, 1 17 (1927), 201-8. 
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Let y be indeterminate, but let z be chosen so tliat 

Dz “ p(x)z, or z = J p{x) do^ ~ say. 

Then we have, on multiplying (1) by 2 :, 

(3) 

and so = J e^^*^y‘(x) dx + C. (4) 

But, conversely, we may leave z indeterminate, and choose y, so that 
Dy ~ — 2 ){^x)y, ov y ~ We can then solve any equation of the 

Dz~p(x)z = g{x), (5) 

by writing it as ^ (6) 

so that — J e-'^^‘^^g{x) dx +6". (7) 

There is complete reciprocity between tlie pair of equations 

Dy+p{x)y = 0, Dz-p(x)z -- 0, (8) 

the solutions of either being integrating factors of the other. Such 
equations are said to be mutually adjoint. 

Adjoint Canonical Systems. The more general identity 

[ n n r- n i^r T 

2 ^ 2 2 «.M)yi\+ 2 2 (^) 

1 = 1 J l = lL J =-l i = l -* 

suggests a similar reciprocal relationshij) between the two liomo- 


so that 


geneous systems 


(St) 

‘>yi 

(^l) 

Dz, 


(S*) Dzi -- - 2 

J=1 f 

If are indeterminate, but (z^ satisfy (2*), the first group of terms 
on tlie right in (9) becomes an exact derivative; conversely, if (zj are 
indeterminate, but (y^) satisfy (/S*), the second group becomes an 
exact derivative. 


Lagrange's Adjoint Equation. Consider the identity 

^[Po ^Vn + '^1 Vn-l + • • • + ^ 71-1 Vl] 

^[Pq 77. +Pl Vn +P2 Vti-l + • • • +Pii 2/1] + 

n-1 

+ 2 ^7[^y77-i~y77-M]+Wp^-)~Pi-+^i^^ 

+ — n -1 + • • • + 

+ [^2»-2-Pn-l2 + 2«-l]2/2+[i>2„-i 


Pnz]yi- (10) 
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Let US write ^ D^-^y {i ~ l,2,...,n) and also put 
P^z — D{pqz), 

^n-l ^ Pn-1 ^-^iPn-2 2 =) + ••. + ( “ -HPo -), 

SO that only y and z remain indeterminate. If we jiut 

Fy ~ p^D^^y+ 2 )^D‘^-hj+...+p,^y, (12) 

F^z - {~Yl^^^{p,z)+(~Y~W--^^^^ (13) 

the operators F, F* are said to be adjoint to one another, and we 

find the identity 

zFy--7jFH=^DY(y,z), (14) 

where 'F(^> bilinear concomitant 

+bi--^(/-'o2:)]-D"~V+ 



' +b„-l2--D(;)„-22)+- + (-)"~^^’‘“^(25o2)]y- 

The same method of interpretation shows that every solution of 
F*z == 0 is an integrating factor of F'y = 0, and vice versa. To show 
that F**j the operator constructed from F'* by the same rule as F'* 
was formed from F, is identical with F, we need only write down the 
identities 

zr u — u r • z = jjt {u.z\. i 

(16) 


zFy- 

yF*z- 


,F**y I)Y*{z,y), 


wliich show that 


z{Fy~F**y) ~ D\Y{y,z)+Y*{z,y)] (17) 

is an exact derivative, identically in y and 2 ;. But this is impossible 
unless both sides vanish identically. 

Composite Operators. If (/^l, i^i) pairs of adjoint 

operators, we have 

zFiy-yF*zs= DY^{y,z), ) 

^F^y—yF^z ~ DY^(y,z), I 

hence z(Fi+F 2 )y—y(F}+Fi)z:=I)[%(y,z)+%(y,z)]. (19) 

Thus the operators (F^-\-F 2 , -F? +-F 2 ) adjoint to one another, 

and similarly for the sum of any number of operators. 

Again, write F^y instead of y in the first identity, and Ffz instead 
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of z in the second identity of (18); adding the results, we have the 
identity 

zF^i\y~yFtFtz - D\W^(F.,y,z) + Y^{y,Ftz)l ( 20 ) 
showing that the products {F^F^^F^ F"^), with the factors reversed, 
are adjoint operators; and similarly for any number of factors. 

When two equations (F^y — 0, F^^y ~ 0) admit v linearly inde- 
pendent common integrating factors, their adjoints have v common 
solutions ; hence they can be written 

F"^ z = GfH'^z = 0, Ft z :~z G^H'^z =0, (21) 

where is of order v. The original equations are therefore 
{HG^y ~ 0, HG^y = 0). By a process parallel to Brassine’s, it 
would be possible to extract directly the highest outer common factor 
of two operators. 

11, Simultaneous Equations with Variable Coefficients 
Reduction to a Diagonal System. The procedure of § 8 can be 
applied to the reduction of systems with variable coefficients, pro- 
vided that we take account of the presence of non-commutative 
operators. Consider the system 

= ?/>---« (*■ = ( 1 ) 
J^i 

where (F,;^) arc operators of the type 

F ^ (2) 

whose coefficients are difTerentiable as often as may be necessary in 
the course of the reduction. Our object is to reduce the system to be 
solved to as few equations as possible. If there is any operator F^^ 
which does not involve Z> and is not identically zero, we can solve 
= 0 for y^ and eliminate y^ from the remaining equations. It will 
be assumed that every opportunity of thus reducing the system is to 
be taken. 

If every operator present involves D, we j^ick out the one of lowest 
degree, say and look for any operator in the same column which 
does not admit F^^ as an inner or right-hand factor. Suppose 
^21 Ez where F^i is of lower degree than but not identi- 
cally zero. Then on replacing O 2 = 0 by ™ matrix 

will be reduced by rows to one having an operator of lower degree in 
D. If every operator in the first column is divisible on the right by 
F^i, we look for any operator in the first row which does not admit 
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as an outer or left-hand factor. Suppose F^2 ^ 0+^125 where 

F^2 lower degree than but not identically zero. Then on 
taking [yi+Qy2] a new variable instead of y^, the matrix will be 
reduced by columns to one having an operator of lower degree. If an 
operator of degree zero appears at any stage, we at once eliminate 
a variable. 

If the lowest operator is an inner factor of every operator in its 
column and an outer factor of every operator in its row, the system 
is of the type 

•J’l = Pn[yi+ 0, 

The first equation may be written as F^^z^ = 0; and we can eliminate 
y^ from the others by taking the combinations 

Proceeding with the reduction of the latter set, we ultimately obtain 
a diagonal system 

= 0 , ^2^2 = 0 , G„z,^ = 0 , ( 4 ) 

where the old variables (//,) are expressible in terms of the new 
variables {z^) and vice versa. 

Analogues of the Invariant Factors. The reduction ( 4 ) is not so 
complete as that of a system with constant coedheients to the 
canonical form. But it forms a convenient intermediate stage, after 
which the equations may be examined two at a time. Any pair 
(6^1 2:^ = 0 = 6^2 ^2) further reduced, unless the lower operator 

is both an inner and an outer factor of (rg, or unless 
G2 ~G*G^ ~ G^G**; 

this need not imply that G2 is of the form G^HG^, as is obvious by 
considering operators with constant coefficients. 

If Gi is not an outer factor of Crg, we can write 

Giz^+G^z. 0, G.^z.^=0-, ( 5 ) 

this system is reducible by columns. 

If G-^ is not an inner factor of G2, we can write 23 -i::: and the 

G,z, = 0, G,z,+G,z* = 0, (6) 

will be reducible by rows. 

After a finite number of steps and eliminations we must arrive at 
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a system where every pair of operators fulfils the conditions. Arrang- 
ing the operators in order of ascending degree, the system will be of 
the type 

-ffiWi = 0, = 0, = 0. (7) 

where In other words, the (^-|-l)th 

equation is satisfied by every solution of the ^’th, and admits every 
integrating fixctor of the kih. equation. 

Generally speaking, two equations taken at random would have 
no common solution. We could then construct the H.C.F. identity 
^ 1 , and the equation satisfied by any solution of 
either equation, Lz = 0 , where L ^ -^2^2- The general 

solution of == 0 is 2: — where ~ 0 and G^z^ — 0 . But 

we can also express z-^ and z^ in terms of 2:, for we have 

z^ = {K^G^-^rKn^<^Zl — K2G2Z1 — 7 ^ 2 ^ 2 ( 2 : 1 4 - 2 : 2 ) ~ K2G2Z, ( 8 ) 
and similarly 2:2 = if 1 G^ z. 

Conclusion. In certain investigations there is a gain in symmetry 
and clarity in considering a normal canonical system; and we have 
seen in § 1 how every eciuation or system can be reduced to that form. 
But in studying the permutations of the solutions of an analytic 
system, it is obviously simpler to consider a set of n analytic functions 
(and as many derivatives as we please) than an array of 71^ functions, 
the former being a fundamental system of solutions of a single 
equation, and the latter that of a normal canonical system, both 
of the same order 71. Knowing how to replace any analytic system 
by single equations, each involving one unknown, we need only 
examine directly the properties of the solutions of a single typical 
equation with analytic coefficients. 

EXAMPLES. Ill 

1. Wkonskian Determinants. If <I>^{x) - (f>i{d{t)] ^ prove that 

rfl) ^^tiXvXl’-’Xn)- 

2. If A is any function of a;, prove that 

Hence show that, if ^ 0, 
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3. If m <n and Gy ^ + show that the elements 

of a column of ><^n) replaced by 

DGcl>i, ..., 


By putting 
show that 




y) — ^9^7n+2>'**» ^2/)* 

4. Symbolic Factoks of Frobenius. (i) By considering the minors of the 
deteiminant show that 

r W{(f)^,( l)2,..., (l>n-vy) 1 ^ Tr(<^i,<^2 


(ii) If 77i 7)r - » deduce from the above that 

Ir (^1, <p2v)9r-i) 

(lii) Show that the equation 


admits the solutions 


^n+l ^71 ^2 


^ = a!i(.r) j a^ix^) dx^ J a3(:r3) dx ^ ... J oLr(Xr) dx,. 

(iv) Verify that ^ a^a5~h..a,j, 

Vr _ tJ ^^(<^l»<^2v»<^r-2»<;^r) 1 




' y]r-i LlF(0i,^2>-..,0r-2»</»r-l)J’ 

aj. (X2 oci 

i — Y 1 1 2 

F*z^^ ^ D ~ 

^n—r+l ^n-r+2 ^7i+l 

show that Fj^y 0 and F*z ^ 0 are adjoint equations, and that their bi- 
linear concomitant is n-i 

'V(y, s) = 2 (-P„_r_i 2/)( P* s)- LDabboux.J 


6. A self-adjoint equation of even order may be written 

~D^...D^Dj^-D~...D^D^== 0, 

Yl Y2 Yn Yn-^1 Yn 92 Yl 

and one of odd order 

[Frobenius; Darboux.J 

7. Verify that the following equations are self-adjoint (except as regards 
sign): 

(i) = 0, (ii) Z)«/Z)"y = 0, 
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(iii) ~ 0, (iv) Fy±^F*y — 0, 

(V) FfF^y = 0, (vi) FfDfF*y = 0, 

where (^,/) are functions of x, and {F^ F*) are adjoint operators. 

8. If m\y,z) is the bilinear concomitant of a self-adjoint equation of order 
n, Fy ~ 0, then T‘(2/,2/) ” 0, if n is even, and T(2/, y) ^yFy, if n is odd. By 
writing ( 2 /+A 2 ) for 2/» show that, if yFy is an exact derivative, n is odd and 
Fy is self-adjoint. [Darboux.J 

9. If Fy ^ PoD^”^y-\-piD^^^~^y-{- ...-\-P 2 ny = 0 is self-adjoint, Pi ^ nDp^, 
and [Fy — D^^pQD^y] — 0 is also self-adjoint. Hence show that the most 
general self-adjoint equation of eve?i order is of the form 

and that of odd order is of the form 


2 = 0. 

[Jacobi; Darbotjx.] 


that 


10. If F — 2 (^)«iH"~^and F* — ^ are adjoint operators, show 

i — 0'^' = 

«0 ^ 


«! Z)6o — ^1, DuQ — a^y 

— D%Q — 2 Dbi-\-'b 2 y b,^ = D'^aQ-~ 2 Dai-\-a 2 y etc. 

11. If yi = 4>ij{x) {i,j — l,2,...,n) is a fundamental system of solutions 
of a normal canonical homogoiK^ous system, and A = then a funda- 


mental system of solutions of the adjoint system is — 6 ij{x) = i 
there is complete reciprocity between the two systems. 

12. If i^^ix)} is a fundamental system of solutions of a homogeneous equa- 
tion of ordern, and \V ~ W{(j)iy<f} 2 y-.y<l>„)ythvn 6 ^{x) - are integrating 

factors. Verify the relations 


2 0 (i = 0, l,...,n-2), 2 -= 1, 

i=l 

and by means of these and their derivatives prove that 


and hence that {d^{x)} are linearly independent. 

13. Show how the order of a system or of an equation can be depressed by 
when m independent solutions of its adjoint are known. 

n 

14. In a self-adjoint normal system, - 0, and 2 2/1 " ^on- 

l 

stant, for all solutions. 

15. Solve by moans of an integrating factor 

x{l~x^)D^y~\~{2—5x^)Dy—4xy — 0. 

10. If p, A are constants, show that the equation 
D'^yi^[p^—Xtp{x)]y ^ 0, 
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with the initial conditions y = Dy -- B, when a? — 0, is equivalent to the 
integral equation 

y ^ A C03 px —sin px-\- - 
P P 

0 

If A^(rr) is continuous and small compared with p in the interval (0 < a; X), 
show that the equation can bo satisfied by a series 

y = Uq(x) +Awi(a;) -f A^W2(*t;) + ... • [Liouville.] 

17. Appell’s Theorem. If {(f>-i(x)} is a fundamental system of solutions of 
a homogeneous equation, any polynomial in {D^<f>^{x)} which is merely multi- 
plied by a constant, when {(fj^ix)} is replaced by any other fundamental system, 
is of the form wliere P is a function of the coefficients of 

the equation and their derivatives. 

[E. Picard, Traite d'analysCy 3, 541; L. Schlesinger, Ha7idhuchy 1, 40.] 


X 

j* &inp{x—t)i/j{t)y{t) dt. 



IV 

EQUATIONS WITH UNIFORM ANALYTIC COEFFICIENTS 

12. Group of the Equation 

Analytical Continuation. Let us now suppose that the coefficients 
of the equation 

{ED D»y+2h{x)D>^~'^y+...+2hM)y 0 

are uniform analytic functions, having only isolated singularities in 
the complex plane. By § 2, every solution y = (j){x) is analytic, and 
its only singularities in the finite part of the plane are at singularities 
of the coefficients; but <f){x) is not in general single-valued. 

To examine this question, we draw any closed circuit P of finite 
length, beginning and ending at an ordinary point a; — f , and not 
passing through any singularity. We can apply the process of ana- 
lytical continuation simultaneously to the coefficients and to the 
solution which will continue to satisfy (-S'*) identically. For if 
we expand the solution and the coefficients in Taylor series of powers 
of {x—^), convergent in a circle C, and i^x ~ is any point in C, we 
can rewrite <j){x) and ['Pi(x)) as Taylor series in powers of (a;— |'), con- 
vergent in a circle C' . In the region common to the circles (U, C') 
the two sets of expansions take the same values at every point, so 
that the second set of power-series satisfy (7i/*) identically; and they 
will continue to satisfy the equation in the entire circle of convergence 
C', which will in general extend beyond C. 

After completing the circuit, the coefficients {Pi(cr)} resume their 
original forms as x^ower-series in (x — |), being by hypothesis uniform 
functions; but (f)(x) need not resume its original form, though it will 
be some solution, 0(a:) say, of the equation. To trace these changes, 
the process of analytical continuation must be simultaneously applied 
to all the solutions of a fundamental system wliich assume 

the new forms 

= f. On <f>M) (*■ = 1 , 2, . . . , m), ( 1 ) 

where (a^j) are constants. 

Determinant of the Transformation. The determinant A ~ \a^j\ 
cannot vanish; for this would imply a linear relation 2 ^ d 

between the new forms; and, on returning along the same path, we 
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should have = 0, contrary to the hypothesis that {<l>i(x)} 

are linearly independent. The determinant A was evaluated by 
Poincare. We obtain from (1) by differentiation 

{i = (2) 

j^l 

SO that the derivatives of the set undergo cogredient transfor- 

mations. By the multiphcation of determinants, we now have 

>F(<Di,4)2,...,<D„) = (3) 

But Liouville’s formula gives 

W{x) = = W'(aexp[- J p^{t) d<], (4) 

and after a complete circuit W {x) is multiplied by 

A = exp[^— J pi(x) dx^, (5) 

the contour integral being taken once round F. If Piix) is holo- 

morphic inside the contour, we have A ~ I, 

Group of the Equation. Let and r 2 be two closed circuits start- 
ing from )the same base-point x = and let {a^^) and be the 
matrices of their respective transformations, for the same initial set 
of functions {(l>i{x)}. If the functions are continued around the com- 
bined circuit in the order Fg, the matrix of the new transformation 
is the product where 

% i (hi = 1. («) 

fc~l 

This product of matrices is not commutative, for we must take the 
rows of the matrix belonging to the first circuit with the columns 
of that of the second. All the linear transformations belonging to 
every possible closed circuit form a group, called the group of the 
differential equation. 

If there are m winding points in the finite part of the jilane, every 
closed circuit can be deformed without crossing a singularity into a 
sequence of standard loops, each starting from the base-point and 
encircling one singularity. The m transformations belonging to these 
loops are a set of generating operations of the group, in terms of 
which every matrix can be expressed. 

Riemann's Converse Theorems. A set of n linearly independent 
analytic functions with isolated singularities, which admit a group 
of linear transformations with constant coefficients for all closed 
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circuits, must be a fundamental system of solutions of a linear 
differential equation with uniform coefficients. For by virtue of (1) 
and (2), every ?i-rowed determinant of the array 


(7) 


<Al. 



<f>2, 

!></>„ . 



D<l>n, •• 



is multiplied by the same constant A ^ 0, after continuation about 
a closed circuit. Hence quotients of these determinants are uniform 
functions of x. But in the equation formally satisfied by the given 
functions __ 

every coefficient is a quotient of this kind; so that the coefficients of 
the equation (8) arc in fact uniform. 

Every set of functions {^((x)} which undergo cogredient transforma- 
tions with the set {(t)i(x)} for all closed circuits can be written in the 
form 


= Ua<f>^(x)+UiD<f)i{x) + ...+u„_iD'>-^i{z) {i = l,2,...,n), (9) 
where (ui) are uniform analytic functions. For since we assume that 
{(l>((x)} are linearly independent, we have 

7 ^ 0 , ( 10 ) 
except at isolated points. Hence (u^) are uniquely determined by the 
equations (9), each of them being the quotient of two n-rowed deter- 
minants of the array 



D(f>i, .. 


-Vi. 


<f>3, 



'V2> 

02 





0n 


By hypothesis, the elements of every column of this array are co- 
gredient; and so each n-rowed determinant is multiplied by the same 
factor A ^ 0, corresponding to a given circuit; therefore the quotients 
(Ui) are uniform analytic functions. 


13. Canonical Transformations 
Characteristic Determinant. With a view to simplifying the trans- 
formation n 


= X (» = (1) 
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corresponding to any selected circuit P, we may look for solutions 


which are merely multiplied by a constant. Since we are to have 

we hnd from (1) and (3) the identity 

[ i i 0(J 'AjW] ^ i c,. 4,^(x)\ ; (4) 

and, because {<t)j(x)} are linearly independent, this implies that 

2 Cia,j = Xcj (j = l,2,...,n). (5) 

i — 1 


If this system of equations for (Cj) is compatible, A must satisfy the 
equation 


A„(A) = 


^'21 > 




« fl 2 > 

^'22 

« n 2 

= 0 , 

(6) 



■ • > ^'n n ^ 




which is called the characteristic equation of the matrix (a^y). 

Evidently no root can be zero; for we saw in § 12 that the deter- 
minant A = \ai^\ 0 in the present problem. Each root gives at 

least one linear form (2), and k such forms belonging 

respectively to unequal roots (Aj, Aa,.--? a.re linearly independent. 
For suppose they were connected by a linear relation 

Ci.yi+t'2y2+--}-<^kyk = o. (7) 


After s complete circuits this relation is transformed into 

<^l^lS'l + C2^2y2 + -” + CA:A|y/t S 0 (S = (8) 


But since (A^) are unequal, we have 


1 , 

1 , .. 

1 



^1’ 

A 2 , 

.. A, 

^0, 

(9) 


>^-l 

A2 , 

•. A^^ 




so that the relations are incompatible and so the coefficients (c^) are 
all zero. 

Accordingly, when the characteristic equation has n distinct roots 
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we get n linearly independent combinations of forming 

a new fundamental system, which undergoes the canonical trans- 
formation 

= ( 1 = 1 , 2 ,. .., 71 ). ( 10 ) 

Invariants. The numbers (A^) must be independent of the choice 
of the original fundamental system {^^(o;)}. For a canonical solution 
has the same multiplier Xp whether it is expressed in terms of 
or of some other fundamental system which under- 

goes the transformation 

= i 6,; </<;(*) (i- l,2,...,n). (11) 

Hence must be a root of the characteristic equation of the matrix 

(^v) 

To prove this algebraically, let us suppose that the two systems 
are connected by the relations 

^ (i = 1,2,. (12) 

whoso determinant C = | ^ 0. In terms of the first system, 

(11) may be written 

( 13 ) 

and by ( 1 ) we have 

71 n 71 n 

2 t.<^ii«'ik'i>ki^) =--% ’l^u^^jk^ki^)- ( 14 ) 

These n relations between the independent functions {(f>k{^)} must 

be identically satisfied, and so 

71 7t. 

= (i,k = \,2,...,n). (15) 

j = l J = 1 

Thus the matrices (a^y), (c^j) are connected by the relations 

(ccj)K) = (bij)(Cij). (16) 

Let us write the two characteristic determinants in the forms 
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(17) 

(18) 
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with the usual notation for the Kronecker deltas. Using (15), we 
write 


"^ik — 2 ^ij'^jkf 
i = l 


n 

— 2 ^ij^jk~^^ik^ 

j = l 


n 

i=i 


== 2 ^ij^jk- 

(19) 

{Wfj) —= {Cij){Uij) ■ 

(20) 


We thus have {w^j) = (20) 

Now the determinant of the product of two matrices is equal to the 
product of their determinants; so we have 

Kj-I = |co|. hh-il = 1^0*1 • KvI’ ^ 

hence (22) 

Again, each 5-rowed minor of is a linear homogeneous function 
of the 5-rowed minors of or of and vice versa. For instance, 



!l 

n 

1=1 

n 1 

2 Cij-Mi.,! 

A 

«’21. 

'^^221 

n 

2'^2i'Wa> 

1=1 

n 1 

2 ^2; '^^i2 

3=1 ' 


= I 2 7 ’ 7 2 , 

— N N ^i2 (^3) 

2!t = lj = l ^2^', C^j Uji^y u^2 

and the method of proof is general. The converse follows from the 
relations 

(%) = = (c'ij^Wij), (V(j) = {U’ijXCij)-^ = (Wi;)«;). (2“^) 

where (c'^j) is the inverse matrix. The elements of a row in (c^j) are 
proportional to the first minors of those of a column in (c^.^); and we 
have the relations 

^ ^ ] 

^ } (25) 

n n I 

2 — ^ik = 2 ^ij^jk- j 

j=l j=l 

From the relations (23), the H.C.F. of all 5-rowed minors of 
A^(X) = \uij\ divides every 5-rowed minor of hence the H.C.F. 
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of all 5-rowed minors of \w^j\ is also divisible by that of all 5-rowed 
minors of \Uij\. But, from the converse relations (24), we see that 
the H.C.F. of all ^-rowed minors of \uij\ is divisible by the H.C.F. of 
all 5-rowed minors of \w^^\. Hence the two expressions are identical. 
But a similar connexion holds between \vij\ and \wij\. If therefore 
A^,(A) is the H.C.F. of all 5-rowed minors of the characteristic deter- 
minant A,^(A), it has the same form, whether it is calculated from 
or from A8f^|. 

It is obvious that A^(A) must be divisible by As_i(A), the corre- 
sponding H.C.F. of the (5— l)-rowed minors. We have already met 
with the rational invariant factors 

E,(X) == A,(A)/A,_i(A) - 1, 2 ,..., n), (26) 

in connexion with systems of simultaneous equations with constant 
coefficients. These can be found by elementary algebraic operations 
without solving the characteristic equation. If, however, the roots 
of A,^(A) are known, and we write 

= (27) 

where (A,,, A',...) are unequal, the irrational invariants {(A— A^)^'} are 
called elementary divisors of A,j(A). 

Following a less complete reduction by Jacobi, Jordan reduced 
the most general hnear transformation to a canonical form, which 
is the analogue of Weierstrass’s reduction of a pair of quadratic forms. 
Tlie canonical variables are divided into sets; each set is transformed 
independently of the others, and corresponds to one elementary 
divisor of A„(A). 

Jordan’s Canonical Form. Every linear transformation (whose 
determinant is not zero) is equivalent to one or more mutually inde- 
pendent ones of the type 

= = M“2 + « 3 )> •••= + 

(28) 

where A^^ is a root of the characteristic equation and (A— A^)® an 
elementary divisor. 

If there is only one variable, we must have ~ A^t/i as the only 
possible type of transformation, and the theorem is true. Assuming 
its truth for n variables, we will prove it for (n+1). Consider the 
transformation 

n + l 
,/=*l 


(29) 
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and let A' be any root of A,^(A) = 0. We can construct a linear form 
z ~ that Z — Xz. Without loss of generality, let us 

suppose that ^ 0. We may then eliminate and obtain an 

equivalent transformation in the independent variables {z, yn) 

Z = A'2, 

= 2 hVi+Pi^ (* =1-2, •■•>«). 

If we ignore z and apply the theorem, assumed true for n variables, 
to the (yj, we obtain a number of sets of the type 

14 X^{u^+u^)+a^^z, 


Now let u[ = u^-{-A(Z (i = l,2,...,a), (32) 

SO that 

U[ = Ai?ii+[ai+^i(A'— A i)]2J, 

1^2 ~ Ai4‘-42(A^ — 


(i) If A' 7^ Aj, we can choose in turn so that 2: shall 

disappear from these formulae (33). The set (U\) is then of the 
eanonical type. 

(ii) If A' — Aj, A^ does not appear in (33); but since, of course, 

A' 7^ 0, we can choose (^i,^25'*->^a-i) ^ appears only once, in 

the first equation of the set, whose form is now 

U[~ Xu[-\-a^z, 

U 2 ~ A'(^j[+^2)> 

C/' = A'«_i + <- 2)- 

(iii) If, by chance, = 0, the set (34) is canonical and no further 
reduction is needed. 

(iv) If there is just one set with the multipher A' and ^ 0, we 
put a-^z = A't^o, and adjoin Uq to the set, which is now canonical in 
(cx+1) variables 

Vq — A'iIqj = a (% + %), ^ (35) 
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(v) If there are several sets with the multiplier A', where the 
coefficient corresponding to is not zero, we select the one with the 
greatest number of variables and reduce it to the canonical form (35). 
and another such set is (after eliminating z) of the form 
F; = A'«+6 i<), F^-AK+i^a •.*, V'^ = y{v^_,+v^), (36) 

we have only to write 

(^= 1,2,...,^) (37) 

to obtain the canonical set of ^ variables 

vi = x'vi v;==x'(vi+,g, = x'(v'^_,+vp). ( 38 ) 

We have thus completed the reduction for (n+1) variables, and the 
theorem follows by induction. 


14. Hamburger Sets of Solutions 
EuleFs Homogeneous Equation. The interchange of solutions 
around a circuit is well illustrated by Euler’s equation 

my ^ [n (8-Pr)]?/ = 0 (8 rz. XD), (1) 

which has an isolated singularity at x ~ 0, and which is soluble by 
elementary methods. If all the (p^) are unequal, a fundamental system 
of solutions is given by ~ xP' (r = l,2,...,n). After a simple 
positive circuit about the origin, these undergo the canonical trans- 
formation ^ ^ cxp( 2 i 7 rp^)}. (2) 

If i^(8) has a multiple linear factor, say, the corresponding 

solutions are known to be 


xP^, xP' log X,.,., xP^{log (3) 
These solutions are linearly transformed among themselves, but the 
transformation is not of Jordan’s canonical type. But we can easily 
write down an equivalent system which does undergo a canonical 
transformation. For this purpose let us introduce the notations 

r log* 

^ ^ ~2irr ’ 

T , , r , __L(L-\)...(L-s+\) 




(^) 


After the eircuit, L becomes (i+l) and the polynomials whose 
form is suggested by the calculus of finite differences, become 

(A+l)s = Lg_i-{-Lg, (5) 

as is immediately verified. Since {L^, LJ arc respectively of 
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degree (0, in Jv, they are linearly independent; and the set of 

solutions (3) may be replaced by the equivalent set 

(s = 1, 2 ,..., Wi). (6) 

These undergo the canonical Jordan transformation 

^2 = ^ i ( 2 /i + 2 / 2 ). = KiVn^-l + Vn)- i^) 

Such a set of solutions is called a Hamburger set. 

Solutions at an Isolated Singularity. Let a: — 0 be a typical isolated 
singular point of a linear differential equation, whose coefficients are 
uniform analytic functions; and let P be a simple positive circuit 
enclosing only this singular point. We shall suppose that the corre- 
sponding linear transformation of the solutions has been reduced 
to the canonical form, and that one of the canonical sets undergoes 
the transformation (7). 

Let be any finite root of the equation exp(2f7rpi) = A^, and let 
us put — (r ™ 1, 2,..., tIj). Then the corresponding trans- 
formation of the takes the form 

Now we^can write down sets of functions which are transformed 
in this manner, namely 




^2, 

>•» A?j-i 

0, 

^o> 

L,, .. 

•? ^n,-2 

0, 

0, 

0, . 



Since the determinant of this system is Lgi ~ 1, we can find 
functions (iv^.) satisfying the equations 

Zj^ = 

z. 

r (ifi) 


If we substitute these forms in (8) and use (5), we find the relations 

Lq Wi = 


which are equivalent to 
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and imply that (w^) are single-valued in the neighbourhood of a; — 0. 
They can be expanded as Laurent series 

w^=ll^(x)= f c„a;» (r = (13) 

«— —00 

converging in a ring (0 < e < \x\ <, R), whose inner radius is as 
small as we please. f The solutions of a canonical Hamburger set can 
therefore always be expressed in the form 

yr = (r = (14) 

S =1 

where [ng(a:)} aie locally uniform near the isolated singular point 

X ~ 0 . 

Regular Solutions. It may happen that each of the Laurent series 
has only a finite number of negative powers of x, which can be re- 
moved by an adjustment of the value chosen for the auxiliary 
functions {14(ir)} will then be holomorphic. A solution of this type is 
said to be regular, and a singular point where all the solutions are of 
this type is called a regular singularity. 


15. Fuchs’s Conditions for a Regular Singularity 

Theorem. The necessary and sufficieyit conditions that an isolated 
singularity, say x ~ 0, of the homogeneous equation (A’*) should he 
regular are that it should^ be at most a pole of order r of the coefficient 
Pr{x) of jy^-^y, in the canonical form where the highest coefficient is 

Pq{x) ^ 1. 

Following Thome, we proceed by induction. If the equation of the 
first order 


i^y+Vi{^)y b 

has the regular solution 

y = ^ A:rP{l+Cia:+C 2 a: 2 +...], 

where 2 converges when \x\ < E^, say, then we have 
p^(x) = -cl>[{x)l(l>^(x) 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


.Pi. 

X 

Pi 


Ci-\-2c2X-\-3c^x^-{-... 


I l+c^x + c^x^- 


— ^ — — bQ—h^x—h^x^..., 

X 


(3) 


f The Rame method can be applied if the coefficients of the differential equation 
are single-valued and holomorphic in a ring (r < |a:| < B) whose inner boundary is 
finite and encloses several singularities, and if F is a circuit enclosing the inner 
boundary. 
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where ^ converges in some circle \x\ ^ jRg, where 0 < R\- 

Hence Px{x) has at most a pole of the first order. 

Conversely, if the coefficient of (1) is of the form (3) the solu- 
tion exp[— J dx\ is regular and has an expansion of the form (2). 

Thus Fuchs’s theorem holds for equations of the first order. 

Now the general equation with uniform coefficients (^*) has at 
least one solution, which is merely multiphed by a constant after a 
circuit about the origin. Let this be chosen as the first solution of a 
certain fundamental system, which undergoes the transformation 


Oi(a’) = j 

<D,(a;) = (i - j 

J = 1 

whose determinant is not zero. Then the expressions 


w 


ES I) 




(i = 2,3,...,m) 


( 5 ) 


undergo a corresjionding transformation with a determinant not equal 
to zero : ? 

= 

Tliey therefore satisfy an equation of order whose coefficients 

are uniform at 0, 


(*•= 2,3,...,«). 


(ti) 


or D^^-h-i-q-^^{x)D^^~h-{-...-]-q,^_i{x)z — 0. (8) 

We can pass from the given equation (£'*) to (8) by putting 


y = J z dx, 

and the coefficients are connected by the relations 



( 9 ) 


( 10 ) 
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to wliich we may add the identity 
0 








( 11 ) 


expressing that {E1^) is satisfied by ^i{x). 

First, suppose that the solutions are all regular. Then the 

expansion of the leading solution ^i(r) is of the form (2); its reciprocal 
has a regular expansion 


iMi (^) = x-p\cq+c[x+c/^x'^+...\ ( 12 ) 

and so has at most a pole of order r at the origin. Moreover, 

the (w— 1) functions will also be regular; if the conditions are 

assumed to be necessary for equations of order (ti— 1), the coefficients 
fe(^)} (^) will have respectively poles of order r at most at a; = 0. 

The relations (10) and (11) taken in turn then show that {jO;.(a;)} will 
have respectively poles of order r at most at a: = 0. Thus the condi- 
tions will also be necessary for equations of order n. But we know 
them to be necessary for equations of the first order, and so it follows 
by induction that they are necessary in general. 

Conversely, suppose that have respectively poles of order 

r at most at a; = 0. We shall see in the next chapter how to construct 
a fundamental system of n regular solutions; but let us assume pro- 
visionally that there is one regular solution <j>i[x) of the form (2). 
Then the relations (10) show that {^'^.(rr)} have respectively poles of 
order r at most at a; — 0. If the conditions are assumed to be 
sufficient for equations of order (7^— 1), all the solutions of (8) 

will be regular. By (9), we then see that all the solutions {<f>r(x)} of 
(E^) will be regular; hence the conditions will also be sufficient for 
equations of order n. But we know them to be sufficient for equations 
of the first order, and so it follows by induction that they are sufficient 
in general. 


Alternative Method.f A direct proof of the sufficiency of the con- 
ditions has been given by Birkhoff , on the lines of an investigation by 
Liapounoff . If the conditions are satisfied, we may write the equation 
in the normal form 

x^D^y-\-x^~'^Pf(x)D'^-'^y-\-.,.-\-Pffx)y = 0 , ( 13 ) 

where {i^(ic)} are holomorphic at a: ~ 0. If we put 

y^ -E {i == 1, 2,...,/i), (14) 


f G. D. Birklioff, Trans. American Math. Soc. 11 (1910), 199-202. 

I 
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this equation is equivalent to the system 

xDy^ = (^-l)2/i+^£+i (^‘ ^ I 

xDy,^=-. ] 

This is a system of the type 
^■=1 

where are holomorphic and admit an upper 

\Aij{x)\ < 31 in the circle |:r| ^ i? (say). 

Now the equation (13) has at least one solution, which is merely 
multiplied by a constant after a circuit about the origin; and this 

oo 

can be written in the form xp^T\{x), where 11(0:) ~ ^ ^ 

m~ ~oo 

Laurent series convergent in a ring (c < |o:| ^ jK), whose inner radius 
may be as small as we please. The system (15) will have a correspond- 
ing solution y^ = xpAI^{x) (^ = 1, 2,..,,n). On the circumference 
|o:| = of a circle lying within the ring, 11 (o:) or {11^(0:)} are single- 
valued and bounded. If we can find a real number k such that 
|rTj(a;)| = 0{\x\-*^) as o: -> 0 along a fixed radius vector, we can show 
that = 0, if m < —k. For if P is the inner boundary of the ring, 
we have by Cauchy’s integral 


(15) 

(16) 
bound 




- if 


dx 


:r-= 


(17) 


and, if (k^^h) is negative, this tends to zero as e is made arbitrarily 
small. 

Since (yi) are analytic functions of x, or of logo:, we have 

x^^ ™ where r ~ |o:|. Hence (16) gives 
ax dr 


dr 


If iyi) are complex numbers conjugate to (y^), let 


(18) 


then we have from 


s = 2 Ivil^ ==2yiyi> 

i=l 

(18) 





t-1 j -1 
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l{\yin\yj\^} 

i~l i=l 

2nMS. (19) 


Along a fixed radius vector (r# > r > 0), we have by integration 


-2nM < 


and so, as r ^ 0, 


logiS(r)— logiSf(rn) 
logr-logro 

S{r) = 0(r-^"^), 


< 2nM, 


(20) 

( 21 ) 


provided that S{rQ) is bounded. Now, if is complex, the factor 
xPi can become infinitely large as Sim(x) increases or decreases in- 
definitely. But, if am(a:) is bounded, <S(rQ) remains bounded; we then 
have, a fortiori, ly^l = 0(r~”^^) as r -> 0. After removing the factor 
xPi, we can choose k so that we have uniformly 

n(.'r), lija:) 0(r-'<) (|x| ~ r -> 0). (22) 

It then follows from (17) that the number of negative powers of in 
these Laurent series is limited. The particular solution (f>i{x) is thus 
regular and the proof may be completed by induction as before. 


EXAMPLES. IV 

1. Jacobi’s Form. Show that every linear transformation is equivalent to 
one of the form 

- K?/v 

^2 =-- ^21?/rl A2.y2» 


2. Elementary Divisors, (i) If Ag(A) is the H.C.F. of all 5-rowed minors 
of A^{X), show by differentiation that every root of A,i_i(A) = 0 is a root of 
higher multiplicity of A,i(A) ~ 0. 

(ii) If A^(Ai) 0, A,_i(Ai) 0, then A A^ is a root of multiplicity (?i — 5-| 1 ) 
at least of A„(A) = 0; and the system 2 ^ 0 l,2,...,?i) has 

exactly (n~-,s 1 1) linearly indepenchait solutions 


3. Show that the elementary divisors of the canonical characteristic deter 
min ant 


A.(A) : 


Ai~A, 

A., 

0, 

0, .. 

0 

0, 

Ai-A, 

Ai, 

0, .. 

*9 

0, 

0, 

0, 

0, .. 

Ai 

0, 

0, 

0, 

0, .. 

A, -A 


are[(A-A^)^ 1, 1. 1 IJ- 
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4. If tho characteristic determinant is of the form 


An(A) - 


A * * . 

* 2? * . 
* * C . 


where {A, D, C,...) arc canonical subdeterminants belonging to tho elementary 
divisors {(A— Aj)®, (A— Ag)^, (A--A 3 )^...} and where tho asterisks represent blocks 
of zeros, show that: 

(i) There is a first minor ±Af“^A,i(A)/(A— Aj)"*, 

a second minor ±A^“^Af~^A„(A)/(A— Ai)'"(A— Ag)^, etc. 

(ii) If (A— Ai)“ is tho only elementary divisor belonging to the root A - Ai, 
it is a factor in E^iX). 

(iii) If (A— Ai)“, (A— Ai)“', (A—Ai)'*',..., all belong to tho same root and 

a: > a' > > ..., then (A— Aj)'* is a factor in E^XX), (A— Ai)“' is a factor in 

E,^_l{X), (A— Ai)®' is a factor in Ej^_^{X), etc. 

(iv) Show that E^{X) is divisible by A\j_i(A), ^„_i(A) by ^\j_ 2 (A), etc. 

[Cf. M. Bocher, Higher Algebra, 262-78; H. Hilton, Linear Substitutions, 
1-33, 50-9; H. W. Turnbull and A. C. Aitken, Canonical Matrices, 
64-73.] 

5. Two Limiting Cases, (i) An analytic fimction has singular points at 
X ai,a 2 ,...,a^, oo, and it is merely multiplied by a constant after any closed 
circuit. Show that its logarithmic derivative is a uniform function, and that 
it is of the form 

f{x) - (.u--ai)Pi(.r--of2K«...(j;-a,^Kmn(a:), 

where II(a;) is tmiform. 

(ii) An analytic function has singular points at a; = 0, co only, and has n 
linearly independent branches undergoing an arbitrarily assigned linear trans- 
formation after a circuit about a; = 0. Show that its branches arc cogredient 
with those of an equation of Euler’s type F{h)y = 0 (S ss xD). 

6. By repeated use of Fuchs’s substitution, show that a fundamental system 
{0r(.T)} at a regular singularity can bo written in the form 

X X\ ^r-a 

J ^ 2 (^ 1 ) / — J ar(^V-i) 

where (^^(a;)} are regular and free from logarithms. Discuss how logarithms 
make their appearance in the solutions. 

7. Linearly Independent Solutions. If (A^) are unequal, if A^,^ are con- 
stants, and if tho expression 

m n 
J >-1 «“0 

vanishes when x ~ 1, 2, 3, ..., show that 

^PQ ^ ^ {P l,2,...,m; q 0, l,...,n). 
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8. If (pp) do not differ by integers, and if {npQ(.r)} are single-valued near the 
origin, show that if the expression 

m n 

F{x) - 2 2 xf>p([ogx)mpQ(x) 

vanishes identically, then {npg(rr)} all vanish identically. 

[Consider the form of F{x) after s complete circuits about the origin.] 

V 

9. If {n^(a;)} are single-valued near x ~ 0, and if xp 2 f^atisfies a 

i-o 

linear equation with uniform coefficients, then so doi^s the coefficient of each 

V 

I)ower of A in the expression xp 2 

t=o 

1 0. If [1X^(0;)} arc single-valued near x 0, and (p J do not differ by integers, 
show that if an equation with uniform coefficients is satisfied by 

' 1=1 j-0 

it is satisfied by each group of terms 

xK, 2 (log.(:yiIy(.( ). 

j-o 
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16. Formal Solutions in Power -Series 

Indicial Equation and Recurrence Formulae. Let a: — 0 be a typical 
singularity where Fuchs’s conditions are satisfied. To expand the 
solutions we use the normal form of Fuchs and Frobenius 

== 0, (1) 

where {Pt(a;)} are holomorphic at x = 0. Let S se xD, so that 
x^Dm ^ and let (1) be written in the form 


F{x,h)y ~ ^^y+Qx{x)h'^-hj+ ... + Q,Xx)y = 0. (2) 


The coefiicients (P^) and {Qf) are mutually expressible as linear func- 
tions of one another with constant coefiicients, so that both sets are 
holomorphic together. We now expand the coefiicients in Taylor 
series oo 

I Q{(^) = lQij^^ {i = l,2,...,n), (3) 

j=0 

and write 

fiCS) = 8« + Qio8''-H<?2o8'‘-H... + (?„o, 

^■(8) = eu8'>-‘+e2y8»-2+... + Q„^.. 

The equation may now be written 



F(x, h)y s 2 x>Fj(h)y = 0, 

and on substituting as a trial regular solution 

y = xp[cq+c^x-\-c.^x--\- 
we have „ „ 

F(x, 8)y 2 xiFj{S)Ci xp'-‘ 

i — 0 j^O 

QO OO 

i—Q j~0 

= f xf+A 2 Fk-Ap+i)<^^ = 0- 

A:=:0 H = 0 J 


(5) 

(6) 

(7) 


This vanishes identically if each coefficient is zero, or if (c^) satisfy the 
relations i. 


2 Fk-i{p+i)Ci = 0 

i = 0 


(/:= 0 , 1 , 2 ,.,.). 


( 8 ) 
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In particular, if Cq ^ 0, p must be a root of the equation 

Foip) = p^+QioP^-^+-- + Qno = 0. (9) 

This is called the indicial eqvMtion and its roots are called the expo- 
nents of the given singularity. 

Sets of Exponents. The number of linearly independent regular 
solutions (6) cannot exceed the number of distinct roots of the 
indicial equation and may fall short of it. For if two independent 
solutions belong to the same exponent p, we can form by subtraction 
a solution belonging to a higher exponent p, which must itself satisfy 
the indicial equation. Thus one distinct power-series (6) at the most 
is associated with each distinct exponent. 

If Fq{p) — 0, Fq{p-\-1c) (k = 1,2,...), we may choose Cq ^ 0, 
and every subsequent coefficient (c^^) is then uniquely determined. 
But if several exponents differ by integers, the relations (8) may or 
may not be compatible, and the number of distinct series may be 
smaller than the number of distinct exponents. 

Whenever there is a shortage of regular solutions of the type (6), on 
account of multiple roots of the indicial equation or roots differing by 
integers, the deficiency is supphed by solutions involving logarithms. 
In practice these may be constructed either by a direct method, which 
has been fully worked out by Heffter,t or by an artifice such as the 
method of Frobenius.J We shall give modified versions of both 
methods in this chapter. 

Let all the roots of the indicial equation which differ by integers be 
collected in sets, and let each set be arranged in order of ascending 
real parts. We shall show how to construct all the solutions corre- 
sponding to a typical set of li distinct exponents (p^) of multiplicity 
(k^). All these solutions are associated with the same multiplier 
A = exp(2^7Tp), which is a root of multiplicity 2 of the character- 
istic equation belonging to a circuit about the origin. 

Heffter’s procedure consists in arranging the solution as a poly- 
nomial in log X of degree less than n, with coefficients which are 
regular series of the type (6); he constructs first all solutions not 
involving log x, then those of the first degree, and so on. Instead of 
this we assume at once a trial solution of the form 

y = xf‘[ua+u^x->ru^x'^-\-...], (10) 

t L. Heffter, Einleitung in die Theorie der linearen Different ialgleichwigen (Leipzig, 
1894), 20-34, 104-32. 

f: G. Frobenius, Crelle's J.fur Math. 76 (1873), 214-35. 
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where (ui) are polynomials in log:r of degree less than n. We then 

have 00 00 

F(x, B)y = % 2 

i — 0 j—0 

= X 2 xP+*+iFj{S+p-i-i)Ui, 
i—0 j—0 

( 11 ) 

which vanishes identically if {ui) satisfy the relations 

i = 0 (fc = 0, 1, 2,...). (12) 

1 = 0 

This may be regarded as a system of linear differential equations with 
constant coefficients in the independent variable t ~ logo:. We do 
not require the complete primitive, but only the most general solu- 
tion in ^polynomials. We can accordingly simplify the system as 
follows. 


The Auxiliary Systems. The first equation may be written 

F,(hfp)u, = F,(p)u,+ i F'M + S^«o+- = 0, (13) 


and is the generalized indicial equation. If Uq is a polynomial in t not 
identically zero, this expression is a polynomial of the same degree 
unless i^o(p) “ effective solution, p must satisfy the 

indicial equation; and if we identify it with the lowest root of the 
set p = pi, the series belonging to the higher roots will appear in 
due course. Since i^o(^+Pi)^^o ^ where (^i(O) ^ 0, the 

polynomial Uq must satisfy the reduced equation 


= 0. ( 14 ) 

Again, suppose that the polynomials '^*- 1 ) have been 

found. If io(Pi+^) 7 ^ '^k uniquely given as a polynomial, whose 

degree does not exceed the highest degree of any earlier coefficient, 
by the symbolic formula 




'i=0 

= i/*(Mo,'Mi,.-,M&-l). (!•'>) 


But if A: — Pi, we have 


F,(S+p,+k) = i’«(S+^..) = G<,(S)8-‘ {Gf^O) 0}, 


( 16 ) 
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and then we have instead of (15) the relation 

{^ = Pi-Pi)- (17) 

The structure of the solution is completely determined by the first 
(iV^+1) relations, where N is the difference between the highest and 
lowest exponents of the set. For every subsequent relation can be 
reduced to the standard form (15). We may distinguish the h critical 
polynomials ^ express all the others expHcitly in 

the form 


where (f7^) satisfy a system of equations of the form 
^ 0 , 


(18) 


(19) 


Invariant Factors. Hamburger Sets. To each exponent p' of multi- 
plicity K correspond solutions beginning with 

a:^'(log(r)® (5 = 0, 1,..., /c'— 1), 

which may involve higher powers of logrr in the later terms. To 
resolve the aggregate of solutions into Hamburger sets, we have only 
to eliminate as many (C/J as we can express explicitly in terms of 
the rest, and to replace the reduced system of equations by an 
equivalent diagonal system exhibiting the invariant factors of the 
matrix of operators (19), 

= (20) 

The (1^) are explicit linear functions of (Ui) and their derivatives, 
and vice versa; neither set can contain a polynomial of higher degree 
than all the other set. Hence each invariant factor 8®' yields a solution 
whose degree in logo; is (e'— 1). If we take this as the highest solution 
of a Hamburger set, the other solutions of the set are constructed by 
taking successive differences. Two different invariant factors yield 
distinct solutions. For we cannot make (%) all identically zero unless 
(Ui) and (Vi) are also zero, and so no combination of (f^) yields a 
nul solution except (1^ ~ 0). 


17. Convergence 

Rearrangement of the Series. When the critical terms at the 
beginning of the series have been found and the degree s of the solu- 
tion in logx has been determined, we can calculate as many more 

4064 jr 
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coefficients as we require by means of recurrence formulae. We shall 
suppose that the lowest exponent of the set has been made zero, by 
putting y = to simplify the notation. We introduce binomial 

coefficients and write 


where 




]cfi(logxY-j, = 2 CjiZ\ 

jJ ^=0 




By Leibnitz’s theorem, we have 




( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 


and hence, for any linear operator F = F{x^h) oi order 


n , 

F[uv\ -- 2 (4) 

i-O 

where F^'^^ is an operator of order (n—i), formally defined by differen- 
tiation as though h were a variable 

= ( 6 ) 


Now Fy = 


Z 2 


1 = 0 j =0 
n s — i 




1 = 0 } =0 

Is 


\j\(s-i-j) 


(logx)^~^ 


A: = 0 




•-i^o 


/■ 

; ' 


(6) 


We must therefore have 

F(^-%^ = 0 (A; = 0,1,..., 5); (7) 

and, by re-combining these relations, where s does not appear expli- 
citly, we find that the expressions 

^ 0 . Kloga:+J^i], [ro(loga:)2+2ri(loga;)+72], etc., 
are each a solution of Ft/ = 0. 



( 8 ) 
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We now arrange (7) in powers of x, and find 





Since each coefficient vanishes, we have 

=il(i)oji=0 (k=0,l,...,s; g = 0,l,...,co). ( 10 ) 

and in particular, for q = 0, 

2 = 0 (k = 0, ( 11 ) 

these relations are compatible because since zero is a 

root of the indicial equation. 

If p = iV is the highest exponent of the set, we assume that 
coefficients of all powers of x up to x^ have been determined by the 
methods of § 16. If q > N, F^lq) ^ 0, and the coefficients of x^ are 
uniquely given by (10) in terms of the earlier coefficients. 

Convergence. Let d be the shortest distance between a; = 0 and any 
other singularity. Then the series {Qi(x)} are all convergent when 
|a:| < d; the convergence of (I^) may then be proved by means of the 
following lemma. Let ^ convergent when \x\ < d, 

and such that the equation 

F(x,S)Y^fbj,x^ ( 12 ) 

k=0 

is formally satisfied by a power-series Y — ^Cj^x^\ then that power- 
series is convergent when \x\ < d. 

Assuming for a moment the truth of this lemma, we first establish 
the convergence of Yq, by putting zero on the right-hand side of (12). 
Then, if we have proved the convergence of (l^,Fi,..., T^,..!), we can 
reduce the equation (7) giving to the above form (12); and another 
application of the lemma establishes the convergence of The 
convergence of the complete set of power-series follows by induction 
with respect to k. 
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Now (12) gives the recurrence formulae 

= (A: = 0,1, 2,...), (13) 

j=o 

which are (by hypothesis) algebraically compatible. Let x be any 
number such that \x\ = r < d; and let B = ^(r~{-d) < d. Then 
because ^ Qik^^ ^re absolutely convergent when \x\ — B, 

their terms have upper bounds 

\Q,,\B\ \b,\B^ < M. (14) 

Hence, for positive integers J, we have 

= I 1 

' m = 1 ' 

< (16) 

Again, since FJiJc) ^ 0 (h > N), and since lim[J'^(^•)/^•'^] = 1, we can 

k~^oo 

find a positive 6 such that 

Fq(Jc) > (k > N). (16) 

From (13), (14), (16) we get the inequality 

ek^\Cf,\ ^^2 > '^)* (i'7) 

i=o 

We now construct a dominant series 2 ^ 2 putting 

Ok> (A:-0,l,...,i\r), (18) 

ek-R’‘C„ = 

= e(k-irR>‘-^Ck_i+Mk'^-^Rk-ic^_^ (k>N). (19) 

Since lim((7J(7^_i) = 1/i? < 1/r, the dominant series is 

k—>oo 

absolutely convergent for the value of x in question, and a fortiori 
the series 2 The lemma has accordingly been proved; and the 

convergence of all the series (Yj) follows. 

18. Apparent Singularities 
Example. Consider the equation 

xDhj~{l+x)Dy+y = 0, (1) 

which has a regular singularity at x = 0. If we substitute 
y ~^Cn xP+^, we have the indicial equation and recurrence formulae 

^(p— 2)Co = 0, 

(/5+w-2)[(p+»i)c„-c„_J = 0 (w = 1, 2,...). 


(2) 
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As the exponents (0, 2) differ by an integer, we must examine whether 
the solution belonging to the lower exponent is free from logarithms. 
In fact, on putting p = 0, we find that Cq and Cg are both arbitrary, 
and that 

Cl Cq, 

nc„ = c„-i {n= 3,4,...). 

The solution is ^ as may easily be seen by elemen- 

tary methods. Now this is always holomorphic at x = 0, so that we 
are led to ask why this should be a singular point. The reason is that, 
when a; — 0, we have {y ~ A + B, Dy = A-\-B), so that arbitrary 
values cannot be assigned to y and Dy at the origin. 

Conditions for an A^)parent Singularity. A singular point where 
the complete primitive of the differential equation is holomorphic is 
called an apparent singularity. If a; — 0 is an apparent singularity of 
an equation of order n, there are n linearly independent ordinary 
power-series {y^) satisfying the equation, and we can arrange by sub- 
traction that no two of them shall belong to the same exponent. 
Accordingly the exponents of the singularity are n unequal non- 
negative integers (pi). Now the Wronskian determinant 

is also regular, and belongs to the exponent 

== Pi+P2+-+Pn— !)• W 

This exponent cr is a positive integer for every admissible set of ex- 
ponents except (0, 1,2,..., n~ 1), when we have a = 0. We then have, 
by Liouville’s formula, 

p^[x) - -I>loglf(yi,y 2 v.., 2 /n) 

= -|- ^0 + ^1 ^ + ^ 2 ^^+ (^) 

X 

If O’ 7 ^ 0, Pi(x) has a pole at a: — 0 and the point cannot be an ordinary 
point. But if (7 = 0 and if, as we are assuming, every solution is 
holomorphic, every coefficient of the equation 

_ 0 (Q) 

W(y,.y,,..,,yn) ^ 

is holomorphic at a; = 0, and the point is an ordinary point of the 
equation. 

We can of course have a singular point where the exponents are 
(0, l,2,...,?i— 1), but in that case the solution involves logarithms. 
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As an example, the reader may examine the equation 

xD^—y =- 0 . ( 7 ) 

If the roots of the indicial equation at a: = 0 are unequal non-negative 
integers, we must examine the most general holomorphic solution 
y — If — (pn—Pi) is the difference between the highest 

and lowest exponents, we must examine the compatibility of the 
(N+l) recurrence formulae satisfied by the coefficients of 
xP^+'^,...,xP^). The necessary and sufficient condition that the point 
should be an apparent singularity is that the n critical coefficients of 
the powers (xP^) should be arbitrary, or that the rank of the system 
should be (A— ?i+l). We can always write the coefficients of the 
non-critical powers of x explicitly in terms of these n critical ones, 
and obtain a reduced system of relations between the latter only : 

Pi ~ 


^ ^PiH“ ••• ^p„ 

The necessary and sufficient condition for an apparent singularity 
is that all the coefficients (A,y) should vanish. Further details of the 
procedure will be found in Heffter’s treatise. f 

It may happen that all the exponents at a regular singularity arc 
unequal, but differ only by integers, and that the solution is found 
to be free from logarithms. In that case the solutions are rendered 
holomorphic by a transformation of the type y == (x—^)P^y*, and the 
point is said to be reducible to an apparent singularity. 

19. The Method of Frobenius 
D'AlemberUs Method. Suppose we know that Euler’s equation 
F{h)y = 0 is satisfied by i/ = 2 where (p,.) are the roots of the 
indicial equation F{p) = 0. If the roots are unequal, this solution is 
the complete primitive; but if there are multiple roots, fresh solutions 
of a different type must be found. The latter can be obtained by 
evaluating the limits of such expressions as 

xP^ xP* xP^ pi p2 pi 

Pi p2 Pz Pi p2 Pz 

111 111 

t Loc. cit. 20-34. 


XP^—XP* 

Pl~~P2 
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when Pi-^ p2-^ Ps- The required solutions are, as we know, of the 
type xP^logx, xP^(\.ogxY, etc., when p^ is a double or triple root. 
D’Alembert’s method consists in introducing a parameter into the 
equation, and studying the behaviour of the complete primitive as 
that parameter approaches some critical value. Frobenius has 
elaborated a method of this kind for obtaining all the solutions of a 
linear equation at a regular singularity, when the exponents become 
equal or differ by integers. We retain the same notation as before. 

The Auxiliary Equation. Frobenius’s plan is to consider an equa- 
tionoftheform F(x,S)?/ (2) 

where a is a parameter at our disposal. We shall choose /(a) slightly 
differently from Frobenius, so that the coefficients of the solution 
shall be integral functions of a. If the indicial polynomial at a; = 0 is 

W ^ (P-Pl)(p-P 2 ) -(P-Pnh (3) 

WO write 'F(2) s r(z-pi)r(z-p2)...r(z-pj, (4) 

where = er*2 + 

and y is Euler’s constant. We now consider the equation 

F(x,S)ij = x<^/T(a), (6) 

whose right-hand side vanishes when a = Pi—m, where m is zero or 
any positive integer. 

We substitute formally 

y — a) = a;“ 2 C^) 

and obtain the relations 

-Po(“K(“) = 

2 = 0 (^ = 1.2, 3,...)- 

i==0 

Since we know that 

r(^+l) = zV{z\ Y(z+l) = F,(zmzl (9) 

we find that CQ(a) = l/'F(a-l-l)5 (10) 

and we observe that Co(/0/,) 7^ 0, if a = pf^ is the highest of a set of 
roots differing by integers of the indicial equation Fo(a) == 0. We 
have further 



Cfc(«) = 


{~n^{a)c,{a) ^ i-n.ioc) 

F,{a+l)Fo{a+ 2 )...F,{a+k) 'F(a+A:+1)’ 


( 11 ) 
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by (9) and (10), where stands for the determinant 


Fi{a) 

Foicc+1) 

0 

0 

F^{<x) 

Fi{a-{-l) 

J’o(a+2) . 

0 



•^*- 3 (“+ 2 ) . 

i^o(a-t-A;— 1) 

Fuioc) 



.. jPi(a+Z;— 1) 


Since this is a polynomial in a and l/'F(a+A:+l) is an integral func- 
tion, CjJ^oi) is an integral function, for which we require a uniform 
upper bound in a circle |a| < K. To obtain a dominant polynomial 
for we use the relations § 17, (15), 

jFo(aXa^+-^(a+l)^"^ = a^+^(a) say, \ 

F^{a) < i2-«if(cx+ 1)^-1 = R-moc) (q>0), I 

where R is any fixed number smaller than the distance from x == 0 
to any other singularity, and M depends only on jR. We now observe 
that in the expansion of the determinant 


^11) 

-bv 

0, 

0 

^21’ 

^22> 

&2> 

0 


^ik-l)2y 

^(A:-l)3> •• 

r-l 

( 

1 


^k2y 

^kZy 

•> ^kk 1 


every term is positive. Hence 





-(a+l)"'— ^(a+1), 

0 

R-^oc), 

R-m<x+\), 

0 

R^-’‘<f>{oi), 

i2^“*0(a-|- 1)> •••? 

— ((x-\-k — l)'^ — (l)((x~\-k — 1) 

R-^ioc), 

R^-^(j>{(x-\-l), 

R~^(j){ot-\-k — 1) 


= R-^((x) JJ [(a+r)^+2^(a+r)]. 

r—l 

Now we can choose a positive number A such that 
^(a), a^+2<^(a) (a-f-^d)’^; 

hence we have, uniformly in the circle |a| ^ 

K{oc) ^ R-’‘[nK+A+k)ir(K+A)]r^. 
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Again, when 2 “ 2 have, from the definition (5) of T{z) 

as a product. 


!=i 


-n[n(gs-:)] 


Hence, as Z; -> oo, we have 

[r(K+A+k)\"' r(nK+nA—n<x~n+ ^2, Pi+k) 
'¥(a+'k+l) ~ r(k) “ ■ ^ 

From (11), (17), and (19) we have now, when |a:| ^ K, 

\Cj,(ol)\ < R-^H(K)r(2nK+B+k)ir{k), (20) 

where H{K) does not depend on k. 

The integral functions {cjX<y)} may be differentiated as often as we 
please; and upper bounds for the derivatives when \ol\ <i K' < K 
are given by Cauchy’s integral 




ki^dz 

— <vV+l’ 




taken around the circle |z| = iT; we have accordingly 

ic). («)| ^ 

The expressions (20) and (22) suggest dominant series of the type 
G(A){ 1 — j for 2 ^'^nd its derivatives with respect to a. 




Since B is any number we please smaller than d and K is any finite 
constant, the series ^ converge uniformly with respect to 

oi in any finite domain, jirovided that \x\ ^ d—€ < d. The solution 
(f){x, oc) is given by multiplying this series by a:“, which is an integral 
function of a for any value of a; 0. 

Solutions given by a Set of Exponents. In a circle \x—Xq\ < iq, 
which lies entirely within \x\ <C d but excludes the point a; = 0, the 
relation F(x,8)(l>(x,a) = x<>‘jY{a) (23) 


is an identity between integral functions of oc, which may be differen- 
tiated as often as we please. If pj^ is the exponent with the highest 
real part in our typical set of exponents differing by integers, we see 
from the definition (4) that a = is a zero of multiplicity of the 

4064 j 
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right-hand side; but from (10) we know that CQ(pf^) ^ 0. We can thus 
obtain solutions of F(Xyh)y — 0 from the relations 


F(x,8)\f^<f>(x,cc}\ =0 


(s = 0, 1). 


(24) 


These solutions are necessarily independent, since they are respec- 
tively of degree (0, 1) in log a;, which appears when we 

differentiate x°^. 

The second highest exponent of the set is a zero of multiplicity 
of the right-hand side of (23), and yields 

solutions 



a=P*.i 


= 0 


= (25) 


But OL = pf^_i is also a zero of multiplicity kj^ of Co(a:), so that the first 
Kj^ of the solutions (25) turn out to belong to the exponent pf^ and to 
be combinations of the solutions already given by (24). The last 
KJ^_l solutions are new and linearly independent. 

In the ^ same way, the third exponent yields (/c/t- 2 +^/j.-i+^/i) 
solutions 


,a) =0 (^ = 0, — 1), (26) 

of which the first (/</)-i+«:/J are combinations of the solutions (24) 
and (25) and the last KJ ^_2 are new, and so on. Every solution can 
thus be deduced from the expression (j)(x, a) by suitable operations. 



20. The Point at Infinity. Equations of the Fuchsian Class 
Change of the Independent Variable. If the equation {E*} has m 
isolated singularities {x ~ finite part of the plane, 

they can all be enclosed in a circle \x\ R, outside of which the 
coefficients are holomorphic, except at a; = co, which is an isolated 
singular point or an ordinary point. To examine its character, we 
put X — 1 / 2 , and we say that a: — 00 is an ordinary, regular, or 
irregular point (as the case may be) of the given equation, according 
as 2 = 0 is an ordinary, regular, or irregular point of the transformed 
equation. Thus a; = 00 is placed on exactly the same footing as any 
other point; this is graphically illustrated when we make a stereo- 
graphic projection of the plane of the complex variable x (in the 
usual Argand diagram) upon the surface of Neumann’s sphere. 
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A convergent series of the form 

+ - ^ 0) (1) 

is said to belong to the exponent p at infinity. 

Conditions for a Regular Singularity. If we use the form 

S”2/+Qi(a:)S“-*2/+- + G«(% = 0. (2) 

and put X = S' — = —x-^ = —8, (3) 

z dz dx 

we have at once 

+ = 0. (4) 

The necessary and sufficient conditions that 2 = 0 (or a: = oo) should 
be regular are that {Qi(oo)} should be finite. In the canonical form, 
this means that {x '^Pi{x)} must remain finite as a; -> 00 , or that 
Piix) = 0(a)-‘). 

Conditions for an Ordinary Point. To transform the canonical form 
(E*), we put 

Dhj =5 a:''*^ 8 ( 8 — 1 )...(S— A:+l)y, 

s a:-i( 8 +/^-l)(S+A;- 2 )... 8 (a:i-*«/), 

= (-)*2(8'-/fc+ l)(8'-^+2)...8'(2*-i2/), 

s ( — (5) 

■f’2/ = i {Po{x) = 1}, 

r-0 

r-0 \Z/ 


r=o /c=o ' ' ' ' ' ' 

We now put k — (n~s) and change the order of summation, 
P., V V i-\n-r^ /l\fa-r\(w-r -l)! 


= 2 2 ' 


"Pr-] Y r- ■ 


V[y ( 
.4L4 


2n-r-spl\ 
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The leading term here is {—Yz^^D'^y, so that the canonical form 
corresponding to the independent variable z is 

where 





(n—r—iy. 
(n— 5—1)! 



-1,2, 


vli^) 



71-1),) 


(9) 




Now 2; = 0 is an ordinary point of the new equation, if all these 
expressions are holomorphic; hence the necessary and sufficient 
conditions that x = oo should be an ordinary point of the original 
equation (E*) are that the analytic functions 


and 



(7i— r— 1)1 
(7i— 5— 1)1 




( 5 - 1 , 2 , 


(— )»a;2«p„(a;) {po(x) ~ 1}, 


w-1), 


( 10 ) 


) 


should remain finite there. 

The Ind^ial Equation. If infinity is a regular singularity, we find, 
on introducing an expansion of the form (1), that the coefficient of 
the dominant term gives us the indicial equation in either of the 
forms + _ o, 

or 


p{p+l)...(p+77— 1)— Pi(00)p(/)+l)...(p + 77 — 2) + ... + ( — )’^i^^(00) — 0, 

( 11 ) 

where Pr{x) ^ x^pj.[x) as before. 

Equations of the Fuchsian Class. If the only singularities are m 
isolated regular singularities in the finite part of the plane and a 
regular singularity at infinity, the equation is said to be of the 
Fuchsian class. If we put 

ifj(x) EEE {x-~ay{x—a^)...(x—aj, (12) 

where (a^) are the affixes of the singularities at a finite distance from 
the origin, the necessary and sufficient conditions that these should 
be regular are that should be holomorphic for all finite 

values of x. These expressions are accordingly integral functions of 
x\ but {x^Pr(x)} are finite at infinity, so that we have 

[,l>(x)fp^(x) = n(^_iv(a:) (r = 1, 2 ,...,n), 
where 05,(0;) means a polynomial of degree a. 


( 13 ) 
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We can now write the equation in the form 

_ Q, (14) 

with ^polynomial coefficients; the advantage of working with this form 
in practice, in preference to the canonical one, is that the recurrence 
formulae have only a finite number of terms, 

Fuchses Relation between the Exponents. If we put 


ih{x) 


>li(x) 


n 

=2 


A, 


(x-a^) 


the indicial equation dXx — takes the form 


(15) 


p{p~-\)...(p—n+l)-\~Aip(p—l)...(p—n+2) + ... = 0, (16) 

so that the sum of the exponents at a: = is \^n[n—\)—A^. The 
indicial equation at infinity is 

Ai)p(p-]-\)...(p-\-n—2)-\-... 0; (17) 

so that the sum of the exponents at infinity is \^Ai—\n(n—\)\. 
Hence we have the result that the sum of all the {7n-[-l)n exponents is 

m + l n 

2 ^ Pij = \(m-\)n(n—\). (18) 

Equations of the Second Order. The most general equation of the 
Fuchsian class and of the second order is 


+ = 0 , 


(19) 


or 


where ~ 0, as we see by expanding the last coefficient in 
descending powers of x. Now, at a; — the indicial equation is 
p(p—l)-{-A^p-]-B^ — 0 . If the roots of this are p ~ pi and p ~ p\, 
we have 

Ai~ 1 — Pi Pi, Bi = pipi {i = l,2,...,m), (21) 

which gives the canonical form 

The indicial equation at infinity is 

( TTl, \ W?. 

^A,\p+1(Bi+Cia^)^0, (23) 

f i = l 
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and Fuchs’s relation (18) may be written in the easily remembered 
form ^ 

2 {l-Pi-pd+(^-p^-p'a.) = 2. (24) 

If infinity is an ordinary point of the equation of the second order, 
we find from (10) that 


Pi(x) = -+Ol 


p^{x) = Ol 


or, with the form (20) of the coefficients, 

m m m m 

1 = 2; 2 C-f = 0; 2 = 0; 2 (2i?,«;+C,af) = 0. (26) 

i — 1 -i — 1 i = l 

Reduced Forms. If we put y = ^(a;)w, we have 

+ = 0. (27) 

We can choose ^(o:) in 2"^ ways, so as to reduce to zero one exponent 
at every singularity in the finite part of the plane; one choice is 

I m 

4 >{x) = n (28) 

and the others are obtained by interchanging {p^, p-). If we introduce 
the exponent-differences 8^ = (pi—pt), we find that (27) takes the 
form jfi jj. 


exhibiting the exponent-differences (8^). We may call this the first 
reduced form. 

We can also choose <l>(x) so as to make the middle term of (27) dis- 
appear; this requires that 


<f>(x) = exp[— J J Pi(x) dx]. 

(30) 

and leads to the second reduced form 


Dhi+Iu — 0, 

(31) 

where / is the invariant 


I ^ Pi{x)-\Dpi{x)-l{pj{x)f, 

(32) 

0- / - 1 V I 

4 4^(x-a,)^' ^ • 

(33) 
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The necessary and sufficient condition that the equations 

D^z+qi{x)Dz+q2(x)z = 0, / 

should be transformable into one another by putting y 
that they should have the same invariant, or that 

Pi-\Dpi-\p\ = / = qi-\Dq^-{q\. 

EXAMPLES. V 

1. Bessel’s Equation. If v is not an integer, the solution of 
x^D‘^y~{~xDy-\-{x^—v'^)y ~ 0 
is 2/ = AJ^{x)-\-BJ_^{x)y where 


79 

(34) 

zx(x) is 

(35) 


J.{x) ^ 


Viz 

Z^m\ 


r(m+v+l)‘ 


2. Bessel’s equation of order zero 

xDhj-^Dy-\-xy — 0 

00 

can be satisfied by y “ 2 where (W 2 m) polynomials of the first 

m — 0 

degree in logo;, determined by the relations 


^ 0 , {^-\~2mYu2ra-\-U2m-2 == 

The reduced equations for polynomials are of the form 

1 


0 . 


4trn^ ( ^ 


{-) 




The solution Jq{x) corresponds to Wq — 1. If we put % ^ 2 log( Ja;) + 2)/, 


/, . nm+1) 


^ + 5+1+-+^“^’ 


whore y is Euler’s constant, we have Hankel’s function 


Y,{x) 


T 


(mlY 


-[21og(4x)-20(m+l)]. 


Since ^(m+l) logw, the series converges for all finite values of a;, except 
a? — 0. 

3. If n is a positive integer, Jn(x) = ( — "^tie second solution 

y — x~A 2 where {u^m) are polynomials of the first degree in logo:, 

Lm=o J 
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is determined by the relations 

S(S — 2n)wo = 0, (3 + 2n)Sw2n+Wan-2 = 

(8 + 2A;)(S+2A;— 2n)w2fc-J-W2]fc-2 = ^ =7^ 0,n). 

Sliow that the equation is satisfied by 
w— 1 

Yn{x) = - 2 


(n-m-l)!(ia;)2«»-« 


oo 

2 


m! 




+ 


m! (m-l-n)! 


7- [2 log( Lr) — 0( w + 1 ) + w + 1 )] . 


4. Rummer’s Equations. The doubly confluent liypergeometric equation 
xD^y-\~cDy—y — 0 
is satisfied, when c is not an integer, by 

y = A qF^{c;x)-\- qF^{ 2 -c;x), 


where 


oF,(o;x) 1+,— + ^ 
on is com 
JAx) - 


v^+-- 


l.c ' 1.2.c(c + l) 

Show that the equation is connected with Bessel’s by the relation 

..f,(v+3,-£). 


lV+ 1 ) 

5. The simply confluent hypergeometric equation 
' xD^y-i-(c—x)Dy—ay — 0 

is satisfied, when c is not an integer, by 

y = A iF-y{a\c;x)-\-Bx^'^ iF^(a—c-{-^',^—CtX), 


where 




If c is an integer, the condition that the solution should bo free from 
logarithms is 

(i) c > 1, (a— c-hl)(a— c+2)...(a— 1) — 0, 

or (ii) c < 1, a(a-l- l)(a+2)...(a— c) = 0. 

6. If c = 1 , the logarithmic solution is in general 


3 / = 2 ^^^|^^'*”[loga;+^ 4 (a+TO)- 2 ( 4 (?»+l)]. 

Examine the form when a is a negative integer or zero. 

7 . If c is an integer greater than unity, the solution involving logarithms is 
in general 


c-2 


»=2 


(_)c-wr(«-c+ l+m)(c- 2 — m)! 
m! 


^m-c+l _j_ 


+ 2 +*^ T)! x+>jt(a+m)-ijj(c+m)- ,li(m + 1 )]■ 

m==0 

By putting y = x^~^y' or otherwise, obtain the corresponding form when c is 
an integer less than unity. 
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8. Hypergeometric Equation. If c is not an integer, the equation 
x{l—x)D^y-{-[c—{a-^h-{-l)x\Dy—ahy = 0 

is satisfied by 

y — AF{ayh‘,c\x)-{-Bx^~^F{a—c-\-\,h — c-\-\\2—C)x), 


where 


ab . a(a-f- 1)6(64- 1)^2 




x^-\- 


9. If c is a positive integer, the equation is in general satisfied by 
y = 2 ( ^^-m r(a-c- 4 - 14 -m)r( 6 -c+l+m)(c- 2 -m)!a;”*-g+^ ^ 


«»*o 


+ 2 [logx+>p(a+m)+>li{b+m)->p{c+m)-ifi{m+l)]. 


10. If c is an integer less than unity, the equation is in general satisfied by 


— c 

= 2 


r(a4m)r(64m)( — , 


-I- 


2 


r(a4m)r(6-f-m) 


ml (m4c— 1)! 


— ' x”*[logx40(a4wi)+0(&4^^)— ‘/'(c4-^)““«/'(^4 !)]• 


11. (i) The exponents of the hypergeometric equation at a; = 0 are (0, 1 — c). 
If c is an integer other than unity, the singularity will bo free from logarithms if 


c > I and n [(a-r)(b-r)'\ = 0, 

r = l 


or c < 1 and n = 0* 

r — 0 

(ii) The exponents at a: = 1 are (0, c— a — 6). If (c — a— 6) is an integer 
other than zero, the singularity will be free from logarithms if 

(a4& — c) > 0 and 

r-l 

or (a46 — c) < 0 and n [(«+^)(^+^)] ~ 0* 

r=0 

(hi) The exponents at a; ~ oo are (a, 6). If {a—b) is an integer other than 
zero, the singularity will be free from logarithms if 

a-b-l 

a > b and fj [(64»*)(6 — c-j-r)] — 0, 

r = 0 
6-a-l 

or a <b and n [(a-|-r)(a-c+r)] = 0. 

r = 0 

12. Examine the singularities of the associated Legendre equation 

{l-x^)D^y-ixDy+^(n-\-l)-^j^-^y = 0 . 

U 


4064 
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13. Show that Laplace’s tidal equation 

has regular singularities at a; = il» apparent singularities at a; = i/> and an 


irregular singularity at a; = oo. 

[It is simplest to use Prof. A. E. H. Love’s transformation 
(1— a;2) dy ^ dz 

^y = -Tx’ 

which gives 


{P-x^)dx* 

{l—x^)D“Z~{-P{p—x^)z — 0 . 

See H. Lamb, Hydrodynamics (6th cd.), 313.] 


14. Construct a linear differential equation of the second order satisfied 
y ~ {x—\y^ and 2 / = (^4-1)®* If P ^ show that there are regular 

singularities at a; = di L 00 , and an apparent singularity at a; = (p+5')/(g'— p)« 

15. Show that the exponents of an equation of the Fuchsian class are un- 
changed by a linear transformation x' — {Ax-\-B)l{Cx-\-D). Hence show that 
the most general equation with only one regular singularity can be trans- 
formed into D^y — 0, and that with two into Euler’s homogeneous equation 
F{h)y = 0 . 


16. Verify the expansions in the preceding examples by the method of 
Frobenius, where it is applicable. 



VI 

THE HYPERGEOMETRIC EQUATION 


21. Riemann’s P-Functionf 

Definition. The most celebrated equation of the Fuchsian class is the 
hypergeometric equation, and it is instructive to begin by showing 
how it is determined by certain quite general properties of the solu- 
tion. Following Riemann, we denote by 

'a h c \ 

Pol P y a; 1 

.0^' y' J 

any branch of a certain many- valued analytic function of x with the 
following properties. 

(i) Every branch is finite and holomorphic, except at the three 
singular points x — a, b, c. 

(ii) Any three branches are Hnearly connected. 

(iii) At X = a there are two principal branches {P^^\ which 
are ‘regular’ and belong to the exponents (a, a'). Similarly there are 
two regular branches (P(^), P<^')) belonging to the exponents 

at a; = 6, and {P^'y\ belonging to the exponents (y,y') at a; = c. 

(iv) The exponent-differences (a' — a), {^' — j3), (y' — y) are not 
integers; and the six exponents are always connected by the relation 

a+a'+^+^'-fy-f y' == 1. (1) 

It is evident that the meaning of the P-symbol is unaltered if we 
permute the first three columns, or if we exchange the two exponents 
(a, ol) in the same column, and similarly or (y, y'). 

Linear Transformation. If we put 

^ ^ 0), (2) 

we obtain a P-function of the new independent variable x\ with 
singularities at the points x' = a', 6', c', corresponding to a; = a, 6, c, 
and with the same exponents, so that 

(abc\ fa' b' c' ) 

pL P y x\ = pL P y x'l ( 3 ) 

w P' y' J U' y J 

t B. Riemann, Matkemati^che Werke (1892), 66-83, 
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In particular, we can make the singularities coincide with x' = 0, oo, 1 
by putting _ (x-a){h-c) 

{x—b){a—c)’ 


and we observe that this is one of the anharmonic ratios of the set of 
numbers (a,b,c,x). For the P-function with the singularities in the 
standard position we may write more simply 


(0 00 

pL p 

U' 



j8' 



(5) 


By permuting (a, 6, c) the transformation (4) may be effected in six 
different ways, the new variables being connected by the relations 


x' = 


1 1 .r 


x—\ 

X 


( 6 ) 


The same function is represented by six schemes with different 
independent variables 



ofy “ ^ a;-l\ 

\y' oc' P' X )’ 

U 


(7) 


Change of Exponents. It also follows from the definition that 


Ix—aYlx—cV 
\x~b) \x—b] 


and similarly 


( a b c \ fa b c 

ot P y a: I = p| a+S ^ — 8 — e y-{-€ x^, 

P' y J — S — € y'-\-€ 




+8 p — 8 — € y-f-e 
' + S P' — 8 — e y' + e 




( 8 ) 

(9) 


We can thus assign arbitrary values to two exponents at two distinct 
singularities, without introducing a new singularity or disturbing the 
relation (1). These transformations leave invariant the exponent- 
differences (a'— a), (j3'— j3), (y'— y); we may therefore write 

P(oL —p,y —y,x) for the family of functions 


P y 


'a 
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The Differential Equation. After describing any closed circuit, two 
linearly independent branches (2/1, ^2) P-function are trans- 

formed into branches of the form («h2/i+«i2 2/2j ^212/1+^222/2)5 where 
(^ii^22~®i2^2i) + Hence the determinants 


( 10 ) 


«/i Dyi 

Dy^ Dhj^ 

are each multiplied by (aiia22““^i2®2i)5 other branch 

satisfies an equation of the second order with uniform coefficients 


W{yi,yi,y) ^ „ 
W(yi,yi) 


This has regular singularities at — 0 , 00, 1 ; any other singularities 
must be apparent, since the solutions are holomorphic. But apparent 
singularities are excluded by the condition ( 1 ). For consider the 
Wronskian of any two independent solutions W(y^,y^ \ in the neigh- 
bourhood of a; = 0 this may be written as a numerical multiple of 
the Wronskian of the principal branches P^“'+ which is 

regular and belongs to the exponent (a+a'— - 1 ). Hence and by 
similar reasoning 


W{yi,y2) == 0{x“+“'-i) 

as a? -> 0 , 


= 

as x-> 00, > 

(12) 

== 0{(1— x)y+y'-i} 

as a; -> 1 . j 


Accordingly the expression 



(j){x) = a;^-“-“'(l— 

'^'Wlyi,y2) 

( 13 ) 


is holomorphic for all finite values of x\ and, as a; 00, we find from 
( 12 ) that 

= 0 ( 1 ), ( 14 ) 


on account of the relation ( 1 ). By Liouville’s theorem ^[x) is a con- 
stant; and so W(y^,y2) cannot vanish for any finite value of x other 
than zero or unity, and hence there are no apparent singularities, for 
the reasons explained in § 18 . 

The differential equation is now found to be uniquely determined 
by its singularities and exponents, by the method of § 20 , ( 20 )-( 23 ), 
in the form 



l—y — y 

x—l 




yy 

{x-\f 


pp' — cxoc'—yy '] 

x{x-i) y 


= 0. 


( 15 ) 
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For the general scheme, Papperitz obtained the elegant canonical form 

y = o. (i6) 

(x—a) j(x—a)(x—b)(x—c) 


+ 


(x—a) 

Reduced Forms. We can reduce one exponent to zero at each of 
the singularities x == 0, 1, in accordance with (9), by putting 

^ y „wz,/ 0 “+^+y 0 


W' P' y' } W-a 


a+^'+y y'—y 


4 


(17) 




By interchanging (a, a') or (y, y) we can effect the reduction in four 
ways; and since the method is applicable to each of the six schemes 
(7), we obtain altogether twenty -four reduced forms in six different 
independent variables. 

If we introduce the exponent-differences 

A = (x — a, jJL — V = y 

we find from (1) that 

I <x+P+y = J(l— A— /Li— v); 

and so the reduced scheme (17) may be written 

|.(1 — X — ^ — j,) 0 

i(l— A-f^— v) V 

and on inserting these values in (15) we have the reduced equation 

(1_A_^_v)(1-A+m-v)^ _ ^ ^21) 


■G 


a-j, 


(18) 


(19) 


(20) 


[“+ ^—41%+ -- 

X ^—1. 


4x{x— 1) 

The other reduced forms are found by changing the signs of A or v. 

The second reduced form, or invariant form, is found by removing 
the middle term of the equation. We must therefore make the sum 
of the exponents unity at x = 0 and x ~ I, and this can only be done 
in one way for a given scheme. The new scheme is 

p/Kl-A) -H1 +f) i(l->') 


\i(l+A) -i(l-i4) i(l+>') 

and corresponds to the differential equation 


D^y-\- 


1-A2 


X^-lP+v^-l 


«/ = 0 , 


( 22 ), 


(23) 


^x’^ 4(a;— 1)^ 4:x(x—l) 

which involves only the squares of the exponent-differences. 

The Hypergeometric Equation. While Riemann’s equation clearly 
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exhibits the exponents, it is not the most convenient form for 
numerical calculations. We identify (21) with the standard hyper- 
geometric equation 

x{\—x)D'^y-\-\c—{a-\-b+l)x\Dy—ahy = 0, (24) 

by writing 

A =r 1— c, fjL — ±(a~-b), V = c—a—b, 
a,b = J(1 — c = l—A. 

The scheme of the hypergeometric equation (24) is therefore 



/ ® ® x] 

\1— c b c—a—b J 


(26) 


and we observe that the condition (1) is automatically satisfied. 


22. Kummer’s Twenty-four Series 

Solutions at the Origin. To construct the regular solutions of the 
type y ~ xP^ we use the form 

8(8+c— l)y— a:(3+a)(S+6)y = 0 (S = xD), (1) 

and obtain the indicial equation 

pip+c-^l) = 0, ( 2 ) 

and the recurrence formulae 


(n+p+l){n+p+c)c^^j^ = (n+p+a)(n+p+b)c^. 

If c is not an integer, the principal branches are 
p(a) _ F{a,b]c\x), — x^-^F{a—c-\-\,b—c-{-l\2—c\x)y 

with the usual notation for the hypergeometric series 


F{ajb;c;x) ee 


ab a{a+l)b{b+l) 

lie 2!c(c+l) 




(3) 

(4) 

(6) 


From (3) we have lim (c^+i/c^) = 1, so that the solutions are conver- 

n-»-oo 

gent when |a:| < 1. The first series reduces to a polynomial if a or 6, 
the second if (a— c+1) or (6— c+l), is zero or a negative integer. 
From the four equivalent Riemann schemes 


0 c—a 0 


p( ® ® ^ 4, (i-xy-^-opl ® ' 

\1— c b c—a—b ) \1— c c—l 

' ^ \l-c c-b b-a x-l}’ 

d-W" ‘ » J!-\. 

\l— c c—a a—b x—lj 


c c—b a+b—c 
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we can write down four equivalent expansions of the branch 
which is holomorphic at a: = 0, namely 

F(a,h\c\x), {l~xY-^-^F{c—a,c—b\c\x), \ 

The expansions in powers of x converge when |:r | < 1 ; those in powers 
of xl(x—l) in the half-plane \x\ < l^r— 1|. In the same way, by a 
linear transformation of the Riemann scheme, each of the six prin- 
cipal branches can be expanded in four ways, in ascending or descend- 
ing powers of x, (1— aj), or xl(x—l). The domains of convergence of 
the various series are the interior or exterior of the circles |a:| = 1 or 
|1— a;| — 1, or the half-planes bounded by the line \x\ = |a:— 1|. 
These series, which were obtained by Kummer, are given in the 
following table. 


Table of KummeFs Series 


p((t) 

i 

F{a, h; c; x) 

{l—xY~^~^F{c—ay c—b;c;x) 

{l—x)'~^F{af c—b; c; xl{x~l)) 

{l—x)~^F{by c—a; c; xjix — 1)) 

p(Oi') 

x^-^F{a—c+ 1, 6 — c-fl ; 2— c; x) 
x^~^{l — xY~^~^F{l~at 1—6; 2 — c;x) 
aji-c(l_a;)c--a-ip(a_c-|-l, 1 -6 ; 2-c ; 1)) 

1-a; 2-c;xj{x-l)) 

PO) 

x~^F{a, a— c-f 1 ; a — 64 - 1 ; Ijx) 

1 - 1 lxY-<^-^F{ l-byC-b;a~b-{-l;l[x) 
x-^{l~llx)-^F{a, c-6; a-64-1; l/(l-a;)) 
x-«(l - — 6 , a-c-f 1 ; a-6-f 1 ; l/(l-x)) 

P(i 8 ') 

x~'^F{b, 6— c-f 1 ; b~a-\- 1 ; 1/a;) 
x-Hl-l lx f-<i-bF{ l-a,c-a;b~a+lillx) 
x-b{l-ljx)-bF{b,c-a; b~a+l; l/{l-~x)) 
x-b{l^\ Ixf-b-ipi l-a,b~c+l;b-a+l;l!{l-x)) 

piY) 

F{a, 6; a4-^— c-j-l ; 1— a;) 
a;^“^i^"(a — c-fl, 6— c-f-l ; c-}-! ; 1 — a;) 

x~^F{a, a — c+l ; a4-6 — c-j-l ; (a;— l)/a;) 
x~bF{b, 6 — c+ 1 ; a4-6— c + l ; (a;— l)/a;) 

p{y) 

{l—xY~^~bF{c—af c— 6 ; c— a — 6 -f 1 ; 1— a;) 
x^-<^{l-xY-<^-bF{l~a, l~~b;c-a-b + l; l-x) 
ot^{l-^xf-<^bpi^l__a, c-a; c-a-b-\-l ; {x-l)(x) 
a^-%l-xY^-bF{l~b, c-b; 0 - 0 - 6+ 1 ; (a;-l)/a;). 


23. Group of Riemann’s Equation 

Invariants. The principal branches of a Riemann function (whose 
exponent-differences are not integers) are single-valued in the upper 
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half-plane, and are connected by the relations 

= OL^P^y^+OLyP^y\ \ 
pw = P(^)+CX^, P(^') == OCy P<y+0Cy P^y\ 1 

The mutual ratios (2) 

ocp Oipr OCy OLy 

are independent of the choice of the constant multiplier belonging to 
each branch, and were determined by Riemann as follows. 

Let us consider the effect upon the two solutions (1) of a simple 
positive circuit, beginning and ending at a point of the upper half- 
plane, and enclosing x ~ 0 and x — 1. We may regard this as a 
sequence of two positive loops, first about x = 0 and then about 
X = 1, or else as a negative loop about x — oo. The new branches 
obtained from (1) can therefore be expressed in the two alternative 
forms 

ap e^^^yP^y^+ ocy e2^>/p<y'>]. / 

We may take the first equation of each pair (1) and (3) and solve for 
(P(P\ p(^'))^ and we may do the same with the second equation of each 
pair. On eliminating (P^^\ P^^'^), we have two linear relations between 
(p(y)^ p(/)) which are identically satisfied for all values of the latter; 
this will give four relations between the coefficients. Thus the two 
expressions for P^^^ are 

a^sin7r(i8'-j3)P(^) 

== (Xye^^^°‘''^P'^yhin7T{oi-{-P' -{-y)P^y^-\- 

-f ccy e^'’^(“+^+/>sin 7T(oc+P'+y')P^y'\ 
(x^sin7r(^'-^)P(^) ^ ^ 

== oLy e^’^^^'+^+y^sin 7r(a+p'+y)P^y+ 

+(Xy e^'’^(«'+^+/)sin 7T{(x'+p'+y')P^y'\ 

and from these and the corresponding forms for P^^'^ we get the 
relations 

ap tty e^^^sin7r(a-|-j8'-f-)/) ay/e^’^“sin7r(a-t-jS'-[-yO 

ocp aye^^“sin7r(a'-t-^'-f-y) ay/e^’^“sin7r(a'-f-jS'-|-y')’ 

aye^”’“sin7T(a-l-jS-f-y) (Xy/e^’^“sin7r(a-|-jS-[-y') 

oLp^ ay e^^“'sin7r(a'+jS+y) ay/e^’^“'sin77'(a'-f-j3-|-y') j 

These relations are compatible, because '^(x==l. If we write 
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(A,/x,v) for the exponent-differences (a'— y), we have 
sin7r(Q:+j8+y) = cos ^7r(A-f/^+i^), etc. The relations then become 

gi ttA (3Q3 ^ _j. y Jqqq ^ — j,) 

ocp 

= e^’”‘^-^^'coS 'j7r(A — )Lt-fv)cos J7 t(A — / i — v) 

«i3' 

= °icOS j7r(A+jL6 + v)C0S j7r(A — /X + 1^) 


== cos^7r(A-|-f6~v)cos|7r(A — /it — v). (6) 

OCy' 

The coefficients will be evaluated below in § 26. 

Exceptional Cases. If we have cos |7r(A+/Lt+j/) = 0, we must also 
have (cx/g/ = 0 == ocy) or else (cx'^ = 0 = a^). We can then arrange the 
notation and the constant multipliers of the principal branches so 
that the relations (1) become 

p(a) ^ p(i8) ^ piy)^ 

Pioc') = oc'^p(^)+oc^,p(h = a;p(r)+a',p(/). 

The first solution is merely multiplied by a constant after any closed 
circuit; and, since it is regular at infinity, its form can only be 

P^ =r x^{l—x)y [a polynomial]. (8) 

Similarly, there is a solution expressible in finite terms whenever 
cos^7r(A±i^±i') = fi- III hypergeometric form, we find that 

Aih/^iti^ = (1 — — a)i(a-|-6 — c) (9) 

must be an odd integer. Hence one of the numbers (a,h,a~c,b—c) 
must be an integer. We shall see that these cases are soluble by 
elementary methods. When the hypergeometric equation is satisfied 
by a polynomial, its group is generated by the transformations 

o. 1 (10) 

corresponding to circuits about x — and x — I respectively, where 
2/i is the polynomial and the other principal branch at a; = 0. 

General Case. If cos i7r(A±M±»') 7^ 0, we can reduce the relations 
between the solutions at a; = 0 and a; = 1 to the form 

p(a) ^ p(y)+p(/)^ p(aO = P(y)+,cPn (11) 


“ 2/iJ I ^1 — 2/i> 

= 62-^2, ) Y, = Ay 



where 


OLyOLy COS j7r(A-|-/>t v)COS j7r(A /IX v) 

a'yOLy COS j7r(A-f*/z-f-v)cos|7r(A— /Lt-j-v)’ 


( 12 ) 
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The generating transformations expressed in terms of the principal 
branches at the origin are 

= j ' ’ 

Fj = ^ e2«’'/)yj+(e2t7ry_^e2»v/)y^ 

The latter is obtained by expressing the transformation in terms of 
{P^y\ P(/^) and eliminating P^r')) by means of (11). It is evident 
that /c 0, 00 ; and it may be verified that /c ^ 1, because 
sinTrAsinTTv ^ 0. Thus the relations (13) are well determined. 

Associated P-Functions. In the relations (5) the exponents appear 
only through the multipliers (e^''^“), so that P-functions with the 
same multipliers have the same group. Consider three functions 

P.h (20.,:= 1) (i= 1,2,3), (14) 

\^i Pi yi / 

whose respective exponents are congruent modulo 1. If (A^-, r^) are 

the exponent-differences (a^— y^), we have, on account 
of the relations ^oLi= 1, 

= 1 — 2(a^+^i--f y^), (15) 

and so A^—Ay+Z^i— = an even integer. (16) 

We may restrict ourselves to the reduced forms 



./o Ml- 
^\A, Ml- 




{i = 1,2,3), 


where the necessity of the condition (16) is apparent, if the multipliers 
at infinity arc equal. We suppose the branches so chosen that the 
coefficients in (1) are the same for i — 1,2,3; and we consider the 


expression 


S^j [P(««)Pj«i)-PWPj«l)] 


= (cya;— (18) 

This belongs to the lower of the exponents (a^+aj, a^+a^) at a: — 0, 
iPi+PpPi+^j) at a; = 00 , (yi+ypYi+yj) at a; = 1, and these may be 
written ocfj — |[af+a^-fac^+aj— |A^.— Ay|], \ 

Pij 2Wi+Pj+Pi+Pj~\pi—pj\]y I (1^) 

Yij = i[yi+yj+yi+yj-\vi—Vj\l j 
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Thus belongs at infinity to the exponent 

and is holomorphic for all finite values of x, so that it is a poly- 
nomial of degree 

— i[l\— + + — 2], (20) 

which is an integer because of (16). 

Three corresponding branches of the three functions are of the 
form (i = 1, 2, 3), (21) 

with the same coefficients (A, A'), These are connected by the relation 
A ^ 23+ -^2 ^ 31 +-^ ^12 = ll - ( 22 ) 

If (a,y) are the lowest exponents of the triads (a^-^) and (y^j) 
differing among themselves by integers, we can remove a factor 
x^[\—x)y and find a relation 

^lXl+-P2X2+-P3X3= 0, (23) 

where Xi is a polynomial of degree (ajs— <5+723— y+iV^ 23 ), and so on. 

24. Recurrence Formulae. Hypergeometric Polynomials 
Contiguous Series. We can illustrate Riemann’s theorems on 
associated hypergeometric functions by means of Gauss’s relations 
between contiguous functions. The six functions 

F{a±\,b-,c-,x), F{a,h±l-,c\x), F{a,b-,c±\-,x) 

are said to be contiguous to P s F{a,b-,c;x), and are denoted by 
Fg+, etc. Each of them can be simply expressed in terms of F and 
DF, and on eliminating the latter we get fifteen relations between 
F and any two contiguous series, which were given by Gauss. To pass 
from F to P„+, we must multiply the coefficient of by (a+w) and 
remove the factor a; this is readily effected by the operator (8+ a), 
where 8 = xD. We thus have at once throe of the required formulae 

af^+=(8+a)P, (1) 

6P,+ = (8+6)P, (2) 

(c-l)P„_ = (8+c-l)P. (3) 

We next write the equation for P(j_ in the form 

[8(8+c-l)-a;(8+a-l)(8+6)]P„_ = 0, 
or [(8+c-a)-a;(8+6)](S+a-l)P„_ = (c-a)(a-l)P„_; 
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on using (1), with (a— 1) written for a, we now get 
{c-a)F,_ == [iS+c-a)--x(S+b)]F, 
i.e. ic—a)Fa-= (l—x)SF-\-{c—a—bx)F, (4) 

and (c—b)Ff,^—(l—x)8F-\-{c—b—ax)F. (5) 

Finally we have the equation 

[8(8+c)— a^(84-a)(8+6)]i^4. = 0, 
i.e. [8--a:(8+a+^— c)](8+c)i^+ — (c~a){c—b)xFc^, 


which gives by means of (3) 

(c—a)(c—b)Fc+ = c[(l---x)DF-\-(c—a—b)F]. (6) 

Our six formulae may now be arranged as follows: 

xDF = a(F,^~F), (!') 

xDF = b(Ff,^~F), (2') 

xDF = (c-l){F,_-Fl (3') 

x(l~x)DF — (c—a)F^_-i-(a—c-{-bx)F, (4') 

x(l—x)DF — {c—b)Ff^_-\-{b—c-\-ax)F, (5') 

c{l—x)DF = {c—a){c—b)F^,^+c(a+b—c)F. (6') 


Gauss’s fifteen relations now follow by equating two values of DF, 

Associated Series. Gauss showed, by constructing chains of conti- 
guous functions, that any three series F(a-\-l,b-\-m\c-\-n\x), where 
/, m, n are integers, are connected by a linear homogeneous relation 
with polynomial coefficients. By differentiating the hypergeometric 
equation a certain number of times and eliminating intermediate 
derivatives, we can show that this is true for any three derivatives of 
F(a,b;c‘,x). Any other associated series can be expressed in terms 

of F and DF = (ablc)F{a+l,b+l;c+l-,x) 

by repeated use of the operations (l)-(6), the results being very 
similar to a celebrated formula of Jacobi given below. 

If A; is a positive integer, we have from (1) 

af^F{a-\-k,b;c;x) = (8+a)(8-j-a+l)...(8+a-i-A:--l)F 

= x^-^D^[x^+^-'^F(aj b;c; a;)], (7) 

where % ^ a{a+l)...(«+A:— 1). 

Similarly from (3), 

{c—k)fcF{a,b;c--k;x) = x^'^+^D^[xf^-^F{a,b;c;x)]. 


(8) 
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Again, we may write (4) in the form 
(c — h‘,c\x) 

= x^D\p(f-^(\—xY-^^~^F{a, b;c; a;)], 

and hence we have 

(c—a)f^x^-^+^{l — x)^+^-^-^F(a—k, b; c;x) 

— (x^Df[xf^~^(l—‘xY^^-^F(a, 6; c; x)]. 

But {x'^DY = (x'^)^ 

= a;*(8+A;-l)(8+A:-2)...S 
- 0:8(8- l)...(8-^^+l)a:^*-l 

= (9) 

and so we find that 
(c—a)f^F(a—k, b;c;x) 

— a:“-^+i(l— 6; c;o:)]. (10) 

In the same way we have 

{c—a)jJ^c—b)j^ F{a, b\c+k',x) 

^ = c^(l— o:)^‘“^~^+^Z)^[(l— a:)^+^“^i^(a, 6;c;o:)]. (11) 

Jacobies Formulae. t If Af ^ o:^-^(l— o:)"+^~^, the hypergeometric 
equation may bo written in the form 

D\x{\—x)MDy^ — abMy. (12) 

Similarly, we may differentiate the hypergeometric equation (A:— 1) 

times and write 

D[x^(\~xfMD^y]=^ (a+k~l){b+k~l)x^-\l-x)^-^MD^~^y, (13) 
whence we have the recurrence formula 

D\x^{\—xYMD^y^ ^ {a-{-k—\){b+k—l)D^-\x^-\l—x)^-^MD^~hj] 

(14) 

This is true for every solution of the hypergeometric equation. If we 
put, in particular, y =■ F{a,b\c\x), and so 

= {0'khl<^kW(f>’+k>b+k-,c-\-k-,x), 

we may remove the factors a^, bj^, provided that F is not a polynomial 
of degree less than k, and we then have 

I)\x^{l—x)^MF{a+k,b-{-k\c-\-k\x)'\ — Cj^MF{a,b\c\x). (15) 
If 6 = —71 is a negative integer, so that is a polynomial of degree n, 
t C. G. J. Jacobi, Werke, 6, 184r-202. 
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F{a-{-n,h-{-n\c-\-n\x) is unity, and then we have a finite expression 
for the hypergeometric polynomial 

c^F{a,~n\c\x) == (16) 

Again, b = —n, we have on differentiating n times the hyper- 
geometric equation the relation 

x(l—x)D^^^-'^y+[{c-\-n)—{a-{-n-\-l)x\D’^+^y~ 0. (17) 

For the polynomial (16) we have D^^hj — 0; and for the general 
solution a:c+w(i_^yi-c+i^«+i^ _ constant, (18) 

^ J x-<^-^\\—xy-^-^ dx. (19) 

In the general formula (14) we may put k ^ n and introduce this 
expression for D^^y; the second solution is then expressed in a finite 
form involving a single quadrature 

My — Ai)^j^a:^(l — xy*^M J a:~^~’^(l — xY~^~^ dxj. (20) 

By expanding in descending powers of x, we see that this is the 
solution belonging to the exponent a at a: = oo. We give among the 
exercises formulae showing that the hypergeometric equation is 
soluble in finite terms, if any of the numbers {a,h,c—a,c—b) is an 
integer. 

Another Notation.f To exhibit the polynomials of Legendre and 
Tschebyscheff as particular cases of Jacobi’s, it is convenient to 
place the singularities of the hypergeometric function at a; = ihl, oo, 
and to modify the exponents. We write 




_ (x—\)-°^(x+lY 


D«[(x—lY+^{x+\f*^], 


and find from (16) after a little manipulation 


the scheme of the differential equation being 


(c+^+W+l) -a ) 

Thus P,^’^\x) is a solution of 

{l—x^)D^+[{P—a)—{<x+p+2)x]Dy-\-n{a+p+n-\-l)y = 0, (24) 

f G. P61ya and G. Szogo, Aufgaben mid Lehrsdtze . . ., 1 , 127 ; 2 , 93. R. Courant 
and D. Hilbert, Methoden der inathematiachen Phyaik^ 1 , 66-9, 72-5. 
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and a second solution is 

y ~ X 

xD^^x — J (25) 

Generating Function. If ^( 2 :) is holomorphic at 2 : = a; and ^ 0, 

^ z == x+w4,{z), (26) 

then an analytic function which is holomorphic at z = x can be ex- 
panded by Lagrange’s formula 

w'^ 


s(z) 


(27) 


If we differentiate with respect to w and afterwards write f{z) instead 
of (f>{z)f(z), we find the expansion 

~ ' 71 = 0 

Let us here write 


(28) 


(29) 

(30) 


<l>{x) = f(x) = (a:-~l)“(a:+l)^, 

* z — x-\-\w{z^—l). 

The root which tends to a: as tends to zero is 
z = w-\l — {l—2xw-^w’^)^'\, 
and (21) and (28) together give 

f w«(x-l)«{x+l)^P^^’P>{x) = 

[1 — 1<;-— (1 — 2x2/; — (1 — 2xw-\-iu^)^Y 

w^+P( 1 — 2xw-\-w^)^ 

(x— 1 )“(x-f 1 ( 1 — 2 x2/;+^^)^]““[ 1 + w;+ ( 1 — 2xw-{-w^)^]~^ 

{l~2xw~\-w^)^ 

Hence P^»^(x) is the coefficient of in the expansion of 
V _ [l-M'+(l-2aw+w2)*]-“[l+w+(l-2a:w+M)2)i]-^ 

„^o ^ ^ (l-2x^+w^)i 

(32) 

If a = j9 = 0, we have the well-known formulae for the Legendre 
polynomials 

(l—2xw-\-w^)^^ = 2 w^P^{x) — 2 (33) 


(31) 
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Orthogonal Relations, liu^ and v = we have 

by cross-multiplying the differential equations the relation 

Z)[( 1 — 1 -\-x)^+\vDu—uDv)\ 

— {n—m)(n+m-\-(x+p-\-l){l--x)^(l-{-x)^uv. (34) 

If the real parts of are greater than — 1 and if m we may 
integrate between the limits ±1, and we have 
1 

hi.n = J (1 — dx = 0 (m n). (35) 


To evaluate the integral when m = n, we write 
1 

^».n = J ^™[P'‘{(l-x)“+''(l+x)^+«}]P(f-%)t/x 

-1 

-1 

1 




2*+^nr(a+«+l)r(j8+n+l) 


7i!(a+i3+2w+l)r(«+/8+n+l) 


(36) 


25. Quadratic and Cubic Transformations 

Quadratic Transformation. There are many known cases of the 
transformation of one hypergeometric equation into another by rela- 
tions of the type a:' = <^(a;), y' = wy, (1) 

and their systematic enumeration was begun by Kummer| and com- 
pleted by Goursat. J The only possible transformations of the equa- 
tion with three arbitrary exponent-differences are linear', and those 
of the equation with two unrestricted exponent -differences are at 
most quadratic. The higher transformations are connected with the 
theory of the polyhedral functions and apply to equations having 
only one free parameter or none. 

t E. E. Kummer, J.fiXr Math. 15 (1836), 39-83, 127-72. 

X See particularly: — E. Goursat, AnneUes de VJ^cole Normale, (2) 10 (1881), Suppl. 
3-142 ; Acta Soc. Sc. Fennicae, 15 (1884-8), 46-127. 

4004 


o 
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The quadratic transformation is most clearly expressed by Rie- 
mann’s scheme 


fo 

00 

1 1 


00 

1 1 



y x\ 

= P y 

2j8 

y ^x\ 

u 

)8' 

y J 

1/ 

2^' 

y ] 


= P 


-1 00 1 


l 2y' 


( 2 ) 


where (P+P'+y+y') =■ i* If is applicable whenever one exponent- 
difference is or when two are equal. The canonical form of the 
equation with two equal exponent-differences is that of the associated 
Legendre equation 

(l—x^)D^y—2xDy+^n{n+l) — -:^^^y = 0, 


(3) 


whose scheme is 

' —1 00 

I P n-\-\ x] 

^—\m ~n —Irn 
If we put X = cos 6 in (4), we have the relations 
n+l \m 

\—\m 


(4) 


sin^i^) 

-71 “ / 


= -Hw+l) \ 

= Pp+'> “ ■'"+'» «l+icot9)V (6) 

\ —In —m —In “ / 

We thus obtain Olbricht’s 72 hypergeometric seriesf in ascending or 
descending powers of 

cos^^^, sin^l^, —cot^J^, ^ 
cos^^, sin^^, — cot^^, 


1(1 zb ^ cot ^), 


p2ie 


( 6 ) 


Whipple’s Formula.^ We can also write (5) in the equivalent form 


t E. W. Hobson, Spherical and Ellipsoidal Harmonics (1931), 284-8. 

X F. J. W. Whipple, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2), 16 (1917), 301-14; Hobson, 
loc. cit. 246, 
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Pi n-\-l \m coshcx 

\—\m —n — 


sinh“^aP{ \n-\- 


2 

-ln-\ I 


+m cotha). (7) 


Since the formula is symmetrical in ±(n+|), we may assume that 
the real part of (n+1) is positive. We then obtain two alternative 
expressions for the branch belonging to the exponent (w+1) 
cosh a — GO or coth a = 1. We have by definition, at ic — go, 


v»w >+ir(w+i) ^ 


and so 




ni+n+2^ 
2 ’ 


g(co.h»), »‘'~r(<;+»+wi) >, 

X sinh"*a cosh-^'^'^^'^aP ; ^ + f ; sech^a 

\ 2 2 “ , 




r(n+f) 

Again, we have by definition, at a: = 1, 


^-(n+i)oc^ as a -> + 00 . 


and so 




-n, ?i+l; 1— m 


l~x\ 


Pzl-Jiicotha) = 


g-(M+J)a 


, as (X — > -{“ 


I>+|) ‘ ' ' 

On introducing the expressions (9) and (11) on the left and right of 
the relation (7), we obtain Whipple’s formula, which was originally 
established by transforming contour integrals, namely 

e(cosha) = (12) 

Cubic Transformation. When two exponent-differences are J, 
or when all three are equal to one another, we can apply the 
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transformation 


fo 

00 

1 1 


CO 

a >2 \ 

r 

0 

y 

1 ! 

y 

Y 

u 

i 

Y ) 

[y 

/ 

y 

y' j 


(13) 


where (y+Y) = 3 and o) ~ exp( 2 i 7 r/ 3 ). We can also apply the 
quadratic transformation to either of the two expressions (13), and 
Riemann thus obtains six equivalent P-functions 

P(v, 1 /, V, x^), P(v, I V, P( Ivy 2v, Xj), \ 

h ^4)’ Pih h ^5)y h ^g)^ i 


(14) 


where 


X2 = ^x^(l~-x^) = 
^5 = 4 .r 4 (l— 0:4) == 


1 

4a;6(l x^) 


Xa = 


{x^+w^f 


(I-.T4) 


(^ 3 +^) 


(15) 


3(a>-a>2)a:3( 1-0:3)’ '* 3(a>2-do)o:3( 1-0:3)' 

To each of these we can apply the general linear transformation. 

Repeated Quadratic Transformation. If one exponent-difference 
is \ and the other two are equal, we have the equivalent schemes given 
by Riemann 2v, a;,), 

i.%), 2v4,a:4), 


(16) 


(17) 


where X 2 = ‘iXiil—Xi), X 2 = ‘ix^{l—x^) = l^—x ^ — 

If two exponent-differences are we have an elementary function, 


since 


JO 0 

y i 


iv 

-I*' 


1=-(i; : 4 (T)) 

_ /i +x y*'^/ 000 i-fx\ 

“ \\^x] \-J/ 1 V ) 

=^(isr+4isr <■“' 


26. Continuation of the Hypergeometric Series 
Convergence on the Unit Circle. The simple ratio test suffices to 
prove the convergence of F{a,b ]c;x) — 2 interior of the 

unit circle, but fails on the circumference. Now we have 
^ (w+f) (c+w) ^ 2 I l+c-a-b ■ 
c«+i {a4-n}{b+n) n \m7’ 
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and 


^n+1 


l + R{c-a-b) , ^/ 1 \. 
n \nY 


( 1 ) 


hence, by Raabe’s test or by direct comparison with 2 ^he 
series is absolutely convergent on the unit circle if R{c—a—b) > 0. 
We observe the significant role of the exponent-difference at x = 1 ; 
for if R(c~a—b) > 0, both the principal branches remain bounded 
as a: -> 1, with any fixed amplitude of (a;— -1). 

lfR(c~a-b) ^ — 1, the general term does not tend to zero, so that 
the series is definitely divergent. A still more delicate test is required 
in the doubtful range of values 0 > R{c~a—b) > — 1. We observe 
that in this case |c^J -> 0; provided that a; ^ 1, we may make the 
transformation 

00 00 

(1-a;) 2 = c^+ 2 (c„— (2) 

Jb — O n^l 

and this is expressible in terms of two contiguous series 


c(l—x)F = x(b~c)F^+-\-cF„_, (3) 

both of which are absolutely convergent. Hence the series converges 
(though not absolutely) at all points of the unit circle except a; = 1, 
when 0 > R{c—a—b) > — 1. 

To consider F{a,b;c; 1), we use the gamma product 


r (a+r)(b-\-r) 
{c-\~r){a-\-b—c-{-r) 




r(c)r(a+b-c)\ 




( 4 ) 


r(a)r(6) 

which enables us to compare the series with one involving binomial 
coefficients ^ __ _ 

(5) 


sci-i'-'-rr") 


i+0(i 

\n 


The series of error terms is absolutely convergent, by Raabe's test, 
if R{c—a—b) > — 1. The sum of the first (^^+l) coefficients of the 
series (1 — is the coefficient of a;^' in the series (1— and 
this can be verified by elementary methods. This tends to infinity, 
and so F(a,b;c; 1) diverges, when R(c~a—b) ^ 0 . If (c—a—b) == 0 , 
both sides of (4) become infinite. But we can remove the unwanted 
factor (a+6— c) in the denominator, and so obtain the logarithmic 
comparison series 2 from which the same result follows. 

Gauss’s Evaluation of F(a, b; c; 1). Consider the relation between 
contiguous series 

{c~a){c—b)xF^.^—c(c—a—b)xF = c(c— 1)(1— a;)(i^_— i^). (6) 

If R(c~a—b) > 0, both F and converge absolutely in the closed 
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interval (0 < rr < 1). The series F^_ need not converge at a; — 1; but 
at any rate its coefficients tend to zero. If we apply to it the trans- 
formation (2) and put a; — 1, the sum of the series on the right is 
limc^ = 0; by Abel’s theorem on the continuity of a power-series 

n-»-oo 

we have therefore lim[(l— — 0, and hence 

x->l 

c{c—a—b)F{a,b;c;l) = (c~-a)(c~b)F{a,b;c-{-l;l)y (7) 

and accordingly 

F(a,b;c -, ft [ (c-g+OCc-^+y) ] /gv 

>(a,6;c+w;lj [(c+r)(c— a— 6+r)J’ 

If a, 6, c are fixed, the series F{a, b\c-\-n\l) converges uniformly with 
respect to when n '> say; since each term except the first tends 
to zero, we have 

lim i^(a,6;c+n; 1) = 1. (9) 


The terms grouped in square brackets in the product (8) give an 


expression of the type 

I 




; so that the j^roduct converges, 


and may he evaluated like (4) by means of gamma functions. We 
thus have finally 


F(a,b;c;l) 


r(c)r(c-a-b) 


( 10 ) 


r(c-a)r(c-6)' 

It is convenient, even when the hypergeometric series is divergent, 

,, , . r(c)r(c-a-6) 

^(a,6,c)s V ' (11) 


This remains finite unless the argument of one of the gamma functions 
is zero or a negative integer. 

Kummer^s Continuation Formulae. We can now evaluate directly 
the coefficients of the continuation formulae in § 23; but we must first 
remove all ambiguity regarding the branches of the hypergeometric 
function. We shall make a cut along the entire real axis from 
a; = —00 to a; — 00 , and consider the branches defined in the upper 
half-plane by the following conditions. 

1, (as X -> 0), 

F^^^(l—x)-^, ^ (l--x)~^ (asx->oo), 

p(y)_>l^ p(/) ^ (l_^)c-a-6 (as.T->l), 

0 < am(a:) < tt, — tt am(l-— a;) < 0. 


( 12 ) 
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p(«) = Q:yP(y)+ay.Pn = a;p(>')+a;.p</), (13) 

will be found by making a; 1 and x-^ 0 . 

(i) If R(c—a—b) > 0, the first expansions in the table of Rummer’s 
series give, when cc -> 1, 

P(“)->(^(a,6,c), p(«o_^^(a_c+l,6-c+l,2-c), 1 

P(y)-^1, P(/)->0, j ^ 

and hence 

ocy ~ (l)(ci,byC), oLy = ^{d — c-|-l,6 — C-I-I52 — c). (15 a) 

(ii) If R(c—a—b) < 0, the second Rummer series of each function 
gives, as x -> 1, 

P(a) ^ c—b, c), \ 

p(a')^ (l_a;)«-a-&^(l_a,l-_6,2~c), 1 (16) 

P(y) -> 1 , P(y') ( 1 ~a;)^-«-^ j 

and hence 

ocy — (j){c^a,c—b,c), (xy = <^(1— 1— 6, 2— c). (15 b) 

(iii) If P(l— c) > 0, we have also, as a; 0, 

P(-)->l, P(«')->0, \ 

P^y'^ (f)(a,b,a-{-b~c-{-l)y ^(c— a,c— 6,c— a--6+l). I 

The relations now give 

(Xy(^(ciyb,(i-l-b — c-j- l)~f'^y'^(^ — dyC — b,c — (Z — 5-|-l) = 1, | 

ay<fi(a,b,a-l-b—c-j-l)-}-(Xy'(jl>(c—ayC—b,c—a—b-{-l) = 0 , I 

(iv) If P(l— c) < 0, we have, as a; -> 0, 

P(“> -> 1 , P(«'> X^-^y ] 

P^y) x^-^^a—c+ 1, 6— c+ 1, a-\-b~c+l)y (19) 

P^y'^ x^-^(f>(l—a, l—byC—a—b-\-l)y ] 

and these now give 

oLy(j){(z — c-|~l,5 — c “j- \yCi-\-h — c -{- 1 ) -f- 

~\~ 0 LY(f){l~ay\—byC~a — 6+1) “ 0, 

oty(j>{cL — c+1,6 — c + 1 , a + 6 — c + 1 ) + 

+‘(Xy'^(l — (iy\ — byC — CL — 6’+l) = 1, 

In any particular case, two coefficients are given directly by (15 a) or 
(15 b), and the others are found from (18 a) or (18 b). But it is easy 
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to verify, by means of the definition (11) and of the relation 
r( 2 :)r(l — z) = 7r cosec Tra:, 

that all the eight relations are consistent. The connexion between 
the solutions at a; = 0 and x — oo are similarly obtained from the 
expansions in powers of xl{x—l) and of 1/(1— x). We thus have 
always 

/cXy^yA _ / (l)(a,h,c) 

{oiyocyl \ <f){a~c-\-l,b—c+l,2~c) 

<t>(a,c-b,c) 

WpapJ 1-6, 2-c) 

( 20 ) 

27. Hyper geometric Integrals f 
Euler’s Transformation. An effective method of continuing the 
hypergeometric series beyond its circle of convergence is to represent 
it by a definite integral, where the variable x appears as a parameter. 
The oldest method of representation is due to Euler and has been 
developed by many writers. Euler’s integral was transformed by 
Wirtingerf into one involving theta functions, but we shall confine 
ourselves to the classical form. Equivalent results were obtained by 
Pincherle, Mellin and Barnes|i, using integrals with gamma functions; 
but we shall omit these, as they are well known and readily accessible 
to English students. 

A linear differential equation of order n, whose coefficients arc 
polynomials of degree m, can in general be satisfied by integrals of 
the type ^ 

«/ = j {u—x)^~mu) du, (1) 

a 

along a suitable path (7, where ^ is a constant to be determined and 
where the auxiliary function <j){u) satisfies a differential equation of 
order (m+n). If, however, the coefficient j[)^(x) of is of degree 

(n—r), the equation for <j>(u) is of order n\ and in a very special case 
it is only of the first order, so that the equation becomes soluble by 

t B. Rieinann, Werke, 81-3; {Nachtrdge) 69-75; 0. Jordan, Cours (Vanahj,s(% 3, 
251-63; F. Klein, Hypergeometrische Funktion (1933), 88-111 ; L. Sc-hlesinger, Hand- 
bucK2{\), 405-524. 

J W. Wirtinger, Wiener Berichte, 3 (1902), 894-900; A. L. Dixon, Quart. J. of 
Math. {Oxford), 1 (1930), 175-8. 

11 E. W. Barnes, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2), 6 (1907), 141-77; E. T. Whittaker 
and G. N. Watson, Modern Analysis, 280-5. 


(j>{c—a,c—h,c) 

(j)(b,c~a,c) 

c+l, 1— a, 2—c), 
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quadratures. Let Q{x) and E(x) be polynomials of degree n and 
(n—\) respectively, and consider the equation 


On introducing the expression (1) for y and removing the constant 
factors (ri— |“l)(?i— 2)...(l--f), we find 

(^— f ) J j du — 

- J (M-a;)f-»r 2 — I{^’-\x)U{u) du = 0 , ( 3 ) 

c 

or, by Taylor’s theorem, 

J [(n—^){u—x)^-'^~^Q{u)—{u—x)^-^^E\u)](l)(u)du — 0 . ( 4 ) 

c 

The integrand is an exact derivative, if (l>(u) is so chosen that 
^[Q{u)<f>{u)] = B(u)4>(u), 


4,{u) 


Q{v) 


exp 




(5) 


(6) 


We then complete the integration and determine the path G from the 
condition [{u-x)^-^Q(u),f,{u)]^ = 0. (7) 


Hypergeometric Integrals. To identify the hypergeometric equation 
with the standard form (2), we must have 

Q{x) =- x{l—x), \ 

{^-2)Q'(x)+E{x) ^ {a+b+\)x-c, (8) 

l(^-m-2)Q\x)+(^-\)E'(x) -ab. J 

On eliminating the polynomials, we have a quadratic for the para- 
meter namely 

(^+a-m^b-\) = 0, ( 9 ) 

and the root ^ (I— a) gives 

E{x) = {a—c+l)—{a—b + l)x, (10) 

From (6) we now get 

^{u) = (11) 

and the path must be chosen so that 

[^a-c+l(l_^)c-6(|^_^)-a-l]^ _ 

P 


4064 


( 12 ) 
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with corresponding results for the second root ^ = (1—6). The inte- 
grand of the expression 

y ~ A ^ du (13) 

a 


has in general four singularities u = 0, oo, x. 

It may be shown that the six pairs of singularities each yield a 
solution corresponding to one of the six principal branches of the 
hypergeometric function (any three being of course linearly con- 
nected). If the expression (12) vanishes at both the critical points, 
an ordinary integral between these limits may be taken; such integrals 
were considered by Jacobi and by Goursat. In the most unfavourable 
circumstances it is necessary to consider double-loop integrals inter- 
lacing each pair of singularities; these were introduced by Jordan 
and afterwards rediscovered by Pochhammcr. Let P be any con- 
venient point in the i^-plane, and let a definite initial value be assigned 
to the integrand. The three simple loop integrals about the three 
finite singularities may be denoted by 


(0 + ) (1+) ix+) 



A positive loop about it — oo is topographically equivalent to a 
sequence of negative loops about it = 0, 1, x (taken in the proper 
order). 

If the integrand is holomorphic at one of the points u = 0, 1, a?, 
the simple loop integral vanishes, but the point can be taken as an 
end point of an ordinary line integral or of a simple loop integral 
about one of the other singularities. If it is a pole of the integrand, 
the simple loop satisfies the condition (12) and furnishes a solution. 
In general, the expressions (14) are not themselves solutions; but any 
double loop circuit satisfies the condition (12) and the corresponding 
integral can be written in terms of the simple loop integrals (14), for 
example 


(0+,l + .0-,l-) (0 + ) 

/ 
p 


( 1 +) 


( 0 ~) 


( 1 -) 


J =i 4.e2«(a-c) J J 4.e2i^(c-w J 

- p p p p 

< 0 +) ( 1 +) ( 0 +) (1 + ) 

= J J _e2.V(c-W J-J 


= [ 1 — [ 1 — 


(15) 
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The Forty-eight Eulerian Forms. If we put u = Ijt, we obtain 
Euler’s own forms 

r(c) 


F{a,b)c-,x) dt, 

0 

1 

F{a,b-,c-,x) = 


(16) 


These are respectively valid if {b,c~b) or (a, c—a) have positive real 
parts and if x has any value not lying in the real interval 1 ^ a; ^ oo; 
when the conditions are not satisfied, an apj)ropriate double or simple 
loop contour must be substituted. 

Each of the integrals (16) belongs to a set of twenty-four, obtain- 
able by linear transformations of the integrand interchanging the 
points = 0, cx), 1 , 1 /.r) in all possible ways. For example, the 
involutions 'j 

xtt'—xt—xl' + l = 0, I (17) 

a:^^'-l=:0, j 

interchange the points in pairs and give four forms equivalent to the 
first of the pair (16), namely 

1 


X 

(1 —.r J (It, 

0 

00 

1/x 

oo 

J !)'-*-! dt. 


llx 


(18) 


The other transformations lead to Eulerian integrals where x is 
replaced by one of the expressions 


, 1 , 1 x—1 X 

X Xj ~f 1 Xy , - , . 

X 1— a; X x—l 


(19) 


But it was pointed out by Biemann that there is no elementary 
method of transforming the two integrals (16) into one another; he 
suggested that both could be derived from the same multiple integral, 
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evaluated in different ways, and the required integral was afterwards 
found by Wirtinger. 

Deformation of Contours. An expression for the hypergeometric 
function which is valid in the entire plane, cut along the real axis 
from X = 1 to rr " is given by 


F(a,b\c\x) 


c 

J <6-1(1 

c 


( 20 ) 


The contour C is in general a double loop interlacing f = 0 and ^ — 1 ; 
but in special circumstances it may be replaced by a simple loop, 
or a figure of eight, or an ordinary line of integration between the 
critical points. 

Suppose now that the point x crosses the cut in the plane of x, and 
describes a complete circuit about x — 1. In the plane of t, the 
singular point t = Ijx describes a circuit in the same sense about 
^ “ 1. The new form of the solution (20) is found by deforming the 
contour of inftegration so that it never passes through a singular 
point of the integrand. To fix ideas, let the starting-point P lie on 
the real axis in the interval (0 < if < 1), and let the initial amplitudes 
of t, (1— ^), and (1— xf) all tend to zero, as ^ 0 in that interval. We 

consider the contour integral 

( H -,0 + , 1 -, 0 -) (1 + ) (0 + ) 

[1— J — [1— J . (21) 

p p p 


After the point t = Ijx has described a circuit counter-clockwise 


( 0 +) 


about ^ = 1, the simple loop integral J is unchanged. But the 

p 

deformation of the contour of the other integral is indicated by the 
figure 


• Yx 


o 

0 


0 

1 



Fia. 1 


and the new value of the integral is 

(l + ,l/a; + ,14-,l/ic-,l-) (1 + ) 


(l/x + ,l + ,l/a;-,l-) 


J _J_g2i7r(c-6) J 


( 22 ) 
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Hence the integral (21) becomes 

J _|_[g2i7r(c-6)_g2i7rcj J ^ (23) 

P P 

and the second double loop integral may be shown to be a multiple 
of 1— 6;c— a— 6+1; 1— a:). 

EXAMPLES. VI 

1 . Verify that 

(l+a:)“+(l— a:)’* = 2^’( — in, — in+J; 

(l+a:)«-(l-a;)" = 2nxF(-\n-ir\, -Jn+l;f;a;2), 

(1 + a:)” = J’(-n,l;l;-a;), 

(l + a:)”-l na;J’(l-n, l;2;-x-), 
log(l+.r) =--= xF(\,\-,2i-x). 

2. Verify that \im2F(-n,h-,2h-, -x), 

b->0 

b — ^00 

eoslio? = lim F{ayb; i;x^l4ab), 

a,b~>oo 

sinhiC = lim xF{ayb;^;x^l4ab). 

a , 6-^00 

3. Verify that ^F^(a-,c-,x) = lim i;’(a, 6 ;c;x/6), 

6— >00 

qF^{c;x) = lim F{a,h;c;xlab). 

a, &->oo 

4. By means of the equation — 0, show that 

sm^ ^ |;sin=x), 

nsmx i ‘ 2’2> /’ 

— cosa;E(^n-f 1, — i^4-l;i;sin-.r), 

-= cos’^"hT E( — + J, — 4- 1 ; t ; — tan“.T), 

= cos“”“^a;E(Jn4-J, — tan“X’), 

and obtain corresponding forms for cosn-a;. [Gauss.] 

5. By making n — > 0 in the above, show that 

X ~ sina;jP(J, J; |;sin2a;), 

“ sina;cosa7i^(l, l;f;sin2a?), 

= tana; E( J, 1; | ; — tan^a;). [Gauss.] 

6. Obtain another solution of the hypergeometric equation satisfied by 
E(a, 6; 1 ; a;) by evaluating 

limi[E(a, 6; l—€;x)—x^F{a-\-€tb-\-€; 14-e;a;)]. 
c — >0 ^ 

7. Show that 

a^(c— 6)^(a;— l)®~'E(a-|-n, 6; = c,jZ)”[(a;— 6; c; a;)], 

{c—n)n a:^“””^( 1 — a;)*~<^~^+^E(a — n,b;c—n;x) 

= X)"[a;<5-i( i—xY-<^+^F(a, b;c; a?)]. [T. W. Chaundy.] 


[Gauss.] 


[Gauss.] 


[Rummer.] 
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8. Hypergeometkic Polynomials, (i) If a is a positive integer, 

l-6;2-c;a;) = 

(ii) If (a — c) is a positive integer, 

Ca_cJ^\c-a,c-b;c;x) -- 

(iii) If (c—a) is a positive integer, 

(2 — c)c_a_i F(a— c4-l,6-c-f l;2-c;a?) 

9. Legendre Polynomials, (i) If n is a jjositive integer, the equation 

{\ — x^)Dhj — 2xDy~{-n{7i^-\)y -- 0 
is satisfied by PJix) = — l)' 72 ”n!. 

(ii) By operating with {xD—n-\-2) or (o^D + nd-S) on 

D^-F^{x)-{xD-\-n^l){xD-n)P^{x) -= 0 , 

{xD-n)P,,(x), 

PPn^-M -- (.r/)+n 
(2n+ 1 )P,(.r) - DP^^M-PPn-iix)- 

(iii) Obtain by integration tlu* relations 

nP,^_^{x) {\~x^-)DPn{x)-\-7\xP^{:x), 

(n+l)P,t^.i(a;) =- {x--l)DP„{x)i-{n+l)xPn{x), 
j(n+l)P„+i(a’) - (2n+l).rP„(a!) + nP„_i(cc) - 0. 

Verify that these agree with the recurrence formulae of 

10. (i) If n is an integer, Legendre’s equation is satisfied by 


show that 


Qni^) 


X 

P„(x)j 


dx 

{i^ypiixY 


(ii) By examining the partial fractions corresponding to the zeros of P^Jix), 
show that , , -jx 

Qni^) - 

where Tl^,_i(:r) is a polynomial expressible in the form 




11, If n is a positive integer, show that 


y’j®) 
Qn(x) ■ 


(2n)! 


x«F\ 


(- 


n 1— n 


;4 — n 




)! 2 ’ 2 


2^nlnl 
2^nln! 

(2“n+ 1)! 

(n+l)Q^i(x) — (2n-i-l)xQn(x)-hnQn^i(x) -- 0 . 

12. Associated Legendre PIquation. By means of the scheme of § 25, (4), 
show that the associated Legendre equation is soluble in finite terms if n or 
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{m±_n) is an integer; by the quadratic transformation show that it is also 
soluble if (m-f J) is an integer. 


13. (i) Rodrigues’s Lemma. If {n±^m) are positive integers, show that the 
associated Legendre equation is satisfied by the equivalent expressions 

(^1 l\W/2 \-Wl/ 2 

nn-hm/x^ - 1 J^n-m 

(n+m)! ^ ' (n-m)! 


.7)n-w(a.2_i)» 


(ii) Schendel’s Lemma. If n is a positive integer, show that the associated 
Legendre equation is satisfied by the equivalent expressions 

( r_l. l\7n/2 l\W/2 

tXj ~~ 1/ \3J~j~ 1/ 


14. Tschebyschepf’s Polynomials. If T,,{cos6) s cosn6, sliow that 
(l-x-)Dn\{x)-xDT„{x)+n‘T„{x) = 0, 

m M _ (^ 1 - 1 1 )’*:* 

’ i;3....(2n-l) ’ 

16. Jacobi’s Relations. If I7,Jcos^) = show that 




sin0 

_ (^^+l)(a;2-l)-^D^(:r2_l)n+i 


(n+1) 


1.3. ...(2^1 + 1) 


^ r(H+|) 

-d(E^eY ^ -(»+!) 


7("+‘)(cos0)sin2»^■=0rf0 


J/(co.s0)co«(,H-l)9rf^ • 

0 0 

16. If n is a positive integer and (a+/3+wd- 1) - 0, show tliat 

r(a+« 1-1), 


l)^+"(x-f 1)P+"] . 2'*- 


r(«-H) 


7x-1)»(x-M)S. 


17. Recurkence Formulae. Show tliat 
2(a-)- l)(a'-J-^+w-|- l)PS,7^’(a:) 

== (a-hj8+2n4-2)(»2-l)I>Pi;«'«(i;)-f 

+(a+P+n+ma+p+2n-\-2)x + (a-P)]Pl;;-^>(x), 
2n{P+n)P<^l^^{x) 

= (a+P+2n){l-x^)DPls:-^Kx) + 

+n[(a+p+2n)x-{oc-Pmi^-^1{^); 

by eliminating DPi^'^(x), obtain a recurrence formula connecting three succes- 
sive Jacobi polynomials. 
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18. Hummer’s Quadratic Transformations. Show that 
F(a, 0 L-{-\\y\x) 

= (l+x^)-^^F[2a,y-h 2y-l; -^) 

= (- l)«{(a;- l)‘+^»r«J’(2a, (x+iS; 2a + 2^; 


^(2a,2^;oc+P+l 


l-(l-a:)‘\ 


19. Show thtit 


F{a,P;oc-P+l-,x) 

= (H-a;)-»^’{ia, i<x+i-,a-fi+l;4^x/(l+xy-} 

= (l+a;*)-2“J'{a.a-i3+i:2ot-2j3+l;4a:V(l+a;‘)2} 

= (l-x)-F{ia,i<x-P+i;a-P+l;-4xl{l-xy}; 

F{a,fi-,2P;x) 

= (l-a:)-‘“J’{ia,i8-ia;iS + i:a:V4(*-l)} 

= (l-ix)-«‘F{ia,ia+hP+hxW-xr]; 

F{oc,^;icc+lp+h^) 

= ( 1 — 2a:)-“ii’{ia, Ja + i ; Joi f J)34- J ; (4x2 — 4a:)/( 1 — 2^)2} 

= {(l-x)»+(-x)‘}-2<«2i’[a,i(x+i;8;a+iS;4(x2-x)V{(l-a:)* + (-x)*j2J 
= J’{ia;,ij8;ia+i;3+l;4x(l-x)}. 


20. Dihedral Equations. If /x ^ 0, show that 

p/O i/" ^ xUpf® ® 1± 

U -la i I Ui -a i 5 


\ /O p 0 1 + Vx\ 

/ li -/t 4 2 j 

^ p( ® If Vx+V(x— i)\ 
I- Ip 1 -ip 2V(x-i) ,) 
^{Vx+V(a:-l)}»'+B{Vx-V(x-l)}'‘ 

= (x — cos^S). 


If two exponent-differences are halves of odd integers, the P-function can be 
written in terms of P(i,p, -J.x) and its derivatives. 
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21. If jo is an integer, Elliot’s limiting form of Lamp’s equation 

d^u 

^ +[A;2— p(^-f l)cosec2^]w ^ 0 

has the finite solutions 

—p; l — licoid), e~^^^F{p-{'l,—p; 1—/.’; J — Jicot^). 

The associated Legendre equation can be reduced to the above by either of 
the transformations 

(i) X — icot^, y — Uy ^ n ~ p; 

(ii) X “ coaOf y “ wcosec*^, m ^ p+|, (n + J)^ = 

fZ. V. Elliot, Acta Mathe'tnaticay 2 (1883), 233-60. See also Journal 

London Math. Soc. 5 (1930), 189-91.] 

22. (i) Show that 

u = sin’^^cos^‘0i^(J(m-l-n l-A;), ^(m-bn — fc); (?7i-f- J);sin‘‘^0} 
satisfies the equation 

— m(m— l)cosec2^— n(n— l)sec“^]w = 0, 
du^ 

and obtain other solutions by interchanging (m, \~m) or (n, I -—71). 

(ii) If is a general solution, verify the recurrence formulae 

“m+i,«+i -- ^ tan cot 

Uqq — 

(iii) If A; 7^ 0, show that 

= Ae^^^F(eotd)^Be-^^^F{-cotd)y 
whfjre F{z) is a rational function of the type 

F{z) -- A.r^_^z^~^A-A^_,z^-^+...+A^+...-j-A^_nZ^-^i-A^_^z^^^^^ 

[G. Darboux, Theorie generate des aurfaces, ii. 207-13.] 

23. If the exjDonent -differences at a: = 0 and x = I are halves of odd 
integers, the hypergeometric function has two solutions whoso product is a 
rational function of x. If in addition the exponent-difference at a; = 00 is 
rational and has the denominator N, there are N solutions whoso jDroduct is 
merely multiplied by a constant after any closed circuit. 

[Transform to Darboux’s equation and consider the expressions 
F{cot d)F{ - cot d)y e*™/^'’^(cot 0) ± - cot $).] 

24. If the hypergeometric function has two distinct branches whose product 
is merely multiplied by a constant after any closed circuit, the branches become 
multiples of themselves or of one another after any circuit. Deduce that 
either (i) there are two branches expressible in a finite form, or (ii) two of the 
exponent-differences are halves of odd integers. 

[A. A. Markoff, Math. Ann. 28 (1887), 586-93; 29 (1887), 247-58; 
40 (1892), 313-16. Comptes reridus, 114 (1892), 54-5. E. B. van Vleck, 
American J. of Math. 21 (1899), 126-67. E. G. C. Poole, Quart. J. of 
Math. (Oxford), 1 (1930), 108-15; 2 (1931), 90-6.] 

Q 


4064 
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26. (i) Show, by means of the relation 2“ — Riemann’s equation 

cannot have two solutions expressible in finite terms if the exponent -differences 
are not integers. 

(ii) If a, h are integers of opposite sign and c is not an integer, verify that 
the finite expressions F{a,b;c;x) and 1 —b;2~-c;x) are 

branches belonging to the same exponent at infinity. 

(hi) If a, by c are integers and 0 > a c > 6, the complete primitive is a 
pol5momial. Show that any solution vanishing at — 0 and a; 1 must 
vanish identically. Examine the equation 

x{l—x)D^y—(3—7x)Dy~12y = 0. 

26. Logarithmic Singularities. Show by the methods of § 26 that 

F{ayb;a-{-b;x) r(a4-&) 

Tj<mby 

27. Group of Legendre’s Equation, (i) Wlien n is not an integer, two 
independent solutions of Legendre’s equation are 

Vt = Pn(^) = F{n+l,-n-,l-Xy), 


2/2 




(ii) lim 




«— >— 1 I0p(l+X) 77 


(iii) The transformations corresponding to positive circuits about x— i i are 


0 , 


Fi 2/i, \ Fj 2/l + (2^sin7r/?)2/2» | 

Fg == (2tsin7m)2/i+2/2, / I 

(iv) The transformation corresponding to a negative circuit about x — cOy 
or to positive circuits about a; = 1 and x ~ — 1 in turn, is 

= 2/i + (2isin77n)i/2» j 

Fg — (2^sin77w)i/i-}-(l — 4sinVw)y2* f 

(v) The characteristic equation is 

1— A, sin Tin 

2i sin Tin, 1 — 4 sin^Trn — A 

and the multipliers A — exp( ±2^7771) are unequal unless n is half an odd 
integer; in that case the invariant factors are [(A-J- 1)^, IJ and the singularity 
a; — 00 is logarithmic. 

(vi) From the formulae of Ex. 10 above, write down the corresponding 
transformations of two linearly independent solutions, when n is an integer. 

28. ScHLAFLi’s Integrals. Solve Legendre’s equation by means of Euler’s 
transformation, and hence show that, when 1 1 — ar| < 2, Pn{x) can be expressed 
in either of the forms 

P„(a;) = 

(1 + .® + ) 


1 

' ^+1^77 


/ 


{P-\)'^{t--X)~^-'^ dty 
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iiT 


(l+.a)+) 


/ 


dt. 


where P is a point t ~ tQ> 1 on the real axis and initially |am(<— a;)| < tt. 

Show that the integrals can be evaluated as residues when n is an integer, 
and deduce Rodrigues’s formula. 

29. If R{n-\-l) > 0 and \x\ > 1, show that 

_ r(n+l)r(i) /n+l ,. 1 ] 

ynW 2»+‘r(n + f) 2 ’ 2 ’ 


— f 

2>‘+i j 


dt. 


30. If P,i{x) is defined by the first integral in Ex. 28, show that, after x 

(1 + ,£C + ) 

has described a positive circuit about x = the integral J becomes 

p 

(l + ,a; + , — l + .sc-f*» — 1 — ,x — ) 

J ; and show that the latter gives the value 

p 

(-1 + .®+) 

_ Q-inn r 

' _ P^{x)-i-{2isin7rn)Pr,(-x), 


Pn(^)+- 


pinn p—mn 


2^+H7r 


1 + .® 

/ 


in agreement with Ex. 27. 

3 1 . Associated Legendre Equation. Show that branches of the associated 

Legendre function are represented by the Eulerian integrals along suitable 
contours (a:^- 1)“/2 J dt, 

c 

{x-\-lfd^x-l)-”‘l^ J (<-!)"+’“(<+ 1 dt. 

c 

Show that alternative forms are obtained by interchanging (n+1,— n) or 
{m, ~7n). When can these be evaluated as residues in finite terms ? 

[Cf. E. W. Hobson, Spherical and Ellipsoidal Harmonics (1931), ch. v.] 

32. Complete Elliptic Integrals. If k '^ ~ — show that the com- 

plete elliptic integrals of the first kind 

K J ( 1 - dO - l7rP(i, i; 1 ; k% 

0 

■ttl'i 

K' - J ( 1 - dd - i, J ; 1 ; k’% 

0 

are both branches of P^^ ^ ^ k^. Show that this is equivalent to a 

Legendre function of order — J. By putting ~ sin^^-f ^“^cos^^, show that 

i/fc 

X' = j (P-l)-^(l-kH'^)-^ dt. 
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33. The complete elliptic integrals of the second kind are given by 

7r/2 

E = ^ dd = -h 1; 

0 

ff/2 

E'= J (l-fc'%in20)‘rf0= 

0 

By means of the relations between contiguous functions, show that 

flK dK' 

E = kk'^ ^ E' = k'k^ -f Jc^K\ 


By means of Abel’s relation, show that the expression 

EK'+E'K-KK' = 2x{l-x){K'^-K^~y 


where x ~~ A:^, is a numerical constant. By examining the asymptotic form 
of K,K' as X 1, show that 

Hence obtain Legendre’s relation 

EK'+E'K-KK' = in. 

34. (i) Two independent solutions of the equation of the periods in elliptic 
I x(l—x)I)^^+(l — 2x)D^—i^~0 

yi^f{x) = K and = iK', 

1 

K = J 

0 

Ifx 

K' = ij t-*(t-l)-*{l-xt)-* dt. 

1 

(ii) Show, both by the method of power-series and by the method of de- 
formation of contours, that the transformations corresponding to positive 
circuits about x = 0 and a; — 1 are 

= I ^1 = 2/1-22/2, 1 

1^2 = - 22 / 1 + 2 / 2 , I 12=2/2- I 

(iii) If z = i/j/i/i, show that after any closed circuit z undergoes a trans- 
formation of the modular group 

z 

cz+d* 

where a, d are odd and 6, c even integers, and (ad~hc) = 1. 

[J. Tannery and J. Molk, Fonctions elliptiquesy iii. 188-214; E. Picard, 

Traitd d'analyse, iii. 358-64.] 


functions 

are 

where 


35. Logabithmic Singularities, (i) Any hypergeometric function with 
0 , logarithmic singularity at a; = 0 is expressible in terms of the derivatives of 



0 a 
0 b 


0 

l-a-b 
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(ii) The branch i^(a, 6; 1 ; £c) is a multiple of the Eulerian integrals 

(0 + . JBH') 

j ( 1 — u)~^{u — x)~^ duy 

p 

(0 \ ,x+) 

or J u^~^{l—u)~^{u—x)~^du. 


(0 1.1 l .O-.l’) 


(iii) The integrals J or their degenerate forms (when they vanish 


p 

identically) give the branches 

x-<^F{a,a\a — h;llx) and x-^F(h,h;h — a;\lx). 

[Cf. W. L. Ferrar, Proc. Edinburgh Math. Soc. 43 (1925), 39-47. The 
notation has been altered to conform with the text.] 



VII 

CONFORMAL REPRESENTATION 


28. Schwarz’s Problemf 

P-Functions whose Group is Finite. The cases where the hyper- 
geometric function is algebraic, or has only a finite number of 
branches, were enumerated by Schwarz in 1873. His methods and 
some of his results had been anticipated by Riemann in his lectures 
in 1858-9, but these remained unpubHshed until 1902. 

If only a particular branch is algebraic, the complete primitive 
being transcendental, that branch must be merely multiplied by a 
constant after any closed circuit; for otherwise we should have two 
independent algebraic branches and the complete primitive would 
be algebraic. The particular branch is accordingly the product of 
x^{\—x)y and a hypergeometric polynomial, and the equation can 
be solved completely in finite terms by means of one quadrature, in 
accordance with Jacobi’s formula. 

If every branch is algebraic, the exponents must be rational. For 
after m circuits about a; = 0, say, any branch -\-A' is 

transformed into and, if (a, a') were 

irrational, the number of distinct determinations would be infinite. 

We can easily dispose of cases where one of the exponent-differences 
is an integer. For we know how to determine whether the correspond- 
ing singularity does or does not involve logarithms. If it does, the 
solution is certainly transcendental; if it does not, we can make a 
transformation of the Riemann equation which reduces the singu- 
larity at a; = 1 (say) to an apparent singularity, where every branch 
is holomorphic. The two principal branches at a? == 0 either resume 
their initial values, or are multiplied by constants, after any closed 
circuit (supposing that (a'— a) is not also an integer). Accordingly 
each of them is the product of a power of x and a hypergeometric 
polynomial. If two exponent-differences are integers and the solution 
is free from logarithms, we can arrange that a; = 0 and a; ~ 1 shall 
both be apparent singularities, and the complete primitive will then 
be a rational integral function. 

t H. A. Schwarz, Qesammelte mathematische Ahhandlungen, ii. 211-59 (— J. fur 
Math. 75 (1873), 292 -335) ; B. Riemann, Oeaammelte mathematische Werke {Nachtrdge), 
Leipzig (1902), 67-93. 
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Reduced Sets of Exponents. Let A, /i, v be any real rational numbers, 
but not integers; and let Z, m, n be any integers whose sum is even. 
Then we saw in § 23 that all the Riemann functions 

have the same group. To pick out the simplest function of the group, 
we first choose exponents satisfying the conditions 

Ml = = V (mod 2), j 

— 1 < Ai,fii, < 1; i 

and, because P(ili^i 3 itMn have the same group, we may 

arrange without loss of generality that 


0 < Ai,/xi,ri < 1, (2) 

integer values being excluded. We now consider the four associated 
functions 


P(Ai,^i,vi,a;), 

P(Ai, 1 /ij, 1 Vj, rr), 

P(l--Ai,/ii, 1— vi,a:), 

P(l— Ai, 1— a:). 


(3) 


and we can readily verify that at least one satisfies the conditions 


A set of exponent-differences satisfying these more stringent condi- 
tions is called a reduced set. 

We can reduce all the associated P-functions to hypergeometric 
functions in such a manner that the branches whose exponents are 
zero at a; = 0 and at a; — 1 shall correspond to one another. If 
P(a, 6; c; a:) is the hypergeometric function with the reduced exponent- 
differences, all the others can be expressed linearly in terms of 
branches of P(a, 6;c;a:) andPP — (ahlc)F{a-\-l,b-\-\\c-\-\\x), multi- 
plied by rational functions of x. 



Quotients of Solutions. Let us now consider the function defined 
by the quotient of two branches of a given P-function, together with 
its inverse function 


^i(^) 


= /(*)> 


4>{Z). 


After the description of any closed circuit, z is transformed into 
(^Vi+dVi cz+rf 


(5) 

(C) 
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where (a, h, c, d) are certain constants, while the inverse function has 
the automorphic property 



for the same sets of constants. The relations expressing the periodicity 
of the circular and elliptic functions are particular cases of such 
automorphisms . 

If (Z,z) are connected by a linear relation with constant coefficients 
of the form (6), we have 

r,y (ad—bc)Dz 


D^Z _ ^ 2cDz 

DZ Dz (cz+d)' 

D^Z ID'^Zy _ DH m^zV 2cDh 2c\Dz)^ 
DZ \DZ) “ Dz [dz] [cz+dy [cz+dY' 


and hence 

I 

The expression 


D^Z 

DZ 



Dz~ 


siDhy 

'2\Dz) ’ 


^(D^zV 

'2\Dzl 


(7) 

(8) 


was called by Cayley the Schwarzian derivative. As Schwarz pointed 
out, it had been used by Lagrange and Kummer, and it appears also 
in Riemann’s lectures. 

The property (7) may be written 


(az-i-b 

\cz-\-d^ 


r| = {z,x} 


{ad— be ^ 0), 


(9) 


and we have in particular 



( 10 ) 


Any function z = ^{x), which undergoes a linear transformation 
with constant coefficients when x describes any closed circuit, 
satisfies an equation of the form {z,x} — F{x), whose right-hand side 
is a uniform function of x. Moreover, if we put {ad— be) — 1, we 

can write the relations between Z = and 2 ; in Riemann’s form 

cz-\-d 


{DZ)-^ = {Dzy{cz+d), I 

Z{DZy = {Dz)-^{az+b)\ ] 
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these show that {Dz)-^ and z{Dz)~^ undergo a homogeneous linear 
transformation after any circuit, and therefore satisfy an equation of 
the second order with uniform coefficients. 


The Schwarzian Equation. Before considering the quotient of two 
solutions of D'^y+p^Dy-\-p.^y — 0, it is convenient to reduce the 
equation to the invariant form D^-\-ly ~ 0 {[ ^ P 2 —'\Dp^~\p\) 
by putting y — ^exp[— J J Pi{x) dx\. We shall suppose this to have 
been done. This impHes that Riemann’s scheme must be taken in 


the form 


mi-A) -J(i+m) Ki-v) \ 
U(l+A) -i(l-iLt) i(l+v) /’ 


( 12 ) 


with the equation 




\ 4x^ ' 4(a:— 1)2 4a;(a:— 1) / 


(13) 


Now if we have 


z = ^, £)%+l2/, = 0 (*=1.2), (14) 

Vz 

we find Dz = {y^Dy^—y^Dy^)lyl, (15) 

which reduces, by Abel’s relation, to 

Dz = (7^2 2. (16) 

Hence (Dz)~^ is a solution of (14), and so we have 

D\Dz)~^+I{Dz)-^ ==0, (17) 

or {zyX] = 2I, (18) 

as is easily verified. 


We can solve completely the equation U^yA^Iy — 0, if we know 
any solution of (18). The case / ^ 0 being trivial, the solution z can- 
not be a constant; hence, using (9), we see that — is a distinct 
solution, and so we have two solutions of (14) given by 

2/l = (— i) 2 -l)-l = z(Z) 2 )-l, 7/2 = (I> 2 )-i, (19) 

which are evidently linearly independent. 

Change of Variables. If we put in D^y+Iy — 0 the forms 

^ = <}>{*■)’ y = w[^'( 0 ]*. (20) 

we get the equation 

^ + 7*m=0, (21) 


where 

4064 


/♦ = imt)f+ 


1 nt) 

2 f (<) 


R 



( 22 ) 
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Since z ~ yily^ ~ we have 

{z,x]=^2I, {z,t}=^21*, (23) 

and so, from (22) and (23), we have the relation 

{z, 0 = {z, x)i^'‘+{x, t}. (24) 

This identity was given explicitly by Cayley, but was used implicitly 
in Kummer’s investigation of the transformation of the hyper- 
geometric equation. By putting t z in (24), we have 

{z,x}=~{x,z}i^^J. (25) 

By means of (24), we can prove that, if 2 is a particular solution of 
{z, x} — 2/, then the most general solution is 

Z = {az-\-b)l(cz-{~d) (ad—bc ^ 0 ), 
the solution suggested by (9). For we have the relations 



{Z,x} = {Z,z}(^^J+{z,x}, 1 

(26) 


1 (Z,x} = 21 = {z,x}; j 


hence 

{Z,z} = 0, 


or 

^ 0- 

dz^\dz) ' 

(27) 

hence 

f =(cz+c^)- 

(28) 

and so 

Z - = !)• 

cz+d 

(29) 


From these relations and (19) we see that the solution of the equations 
D^-\-Iy — 0 and {z,x} = 21 are equivalent problems. 

Every equation of the second order is formally equivalent to 
d'^wjdz^ = 0; for if {0i((r), known independent solutions, we 

have only to put y = and 2 : = 

29. The Reduced Curvilinear Triangle 
Conformal Representation. We shall now examine the mapping 
of the upper half-plane of x by the quotient of two distinct branches 

^ = yiiVi ^ f(^)- 

(i) If the exponents are subject only to the general condition 
2 a = 1, we can prove that the relation between z and x is locally 
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one-to-one (schlicht), except at the points (a; — 0 , oo, 1 ). For the 
branches [ 2 /i(^)j 2/2(^)] holomorphic and have at most a simple 
zero at any ordinary point, and they cannot vanish together. Thus 
either z or Ijz is holomorphic; without loss of generahty, let us 
suppose that ^ 0 , so that z is holomorphic. Then, by the Abel- 
Liouville formula, we have 

2/1 yl 

Hence, at an ordinary point (x = wg have, by the implicit 

function theorem, 

Ci(z-0+C2(z-0^+- (2/2 ^ ( 2 a) 

or else, when z has a pole, 

x—i = cJz+C 2 /z^+.„ (2/2 = 0). (2 b) 

(ii) We next restrict the exponents to real values, and consider 
more particularly the points corresponding to real values of x other 
than the singular points. In the typical interval (0 < a; < 1 ) the 
principal branches are expressions of the type Ax°^{l—xyF, where 
F is a real hypergeometric series, and we can select two branches 
( 2 /i> 2/2) which remain real in the entire interval. Thus z is also real, 
and the formula ( 1 ) shows that it is monotonic (say increasing). If 
the denominator vanishes at any point, z passes discontinuously 
from 00 to — 00 and begins to increase again as x increases, and it 
must pass through the value z — 0 before it can again become infinite, 
so that the zeros of {y^, y^) must separate one another. 

This particular quotient 2: therefore travels steadily along the real 
axis of the 2: -plane, but it may pass over the same point more than 
once; the general form Z = (az-\-b)j(cz-\-d) gives a point which travels 
steadily around a circle, but the arc corresponding to the interval 
(0 < a; < 1 ) may overlap itself. 

(iii) At the typical singularity x — 0 , we have in particular 

_ ^'a;AF{i(l+A-p-r),i(l+A+/x-v);(l+A);.^^ 
p(«) ^i^(i(l_A-y^-i,),l(l-A+/x-v);(l-A);a;}" 

= Mx\l-\-CiX-{-c^x'^-\~--’\ ( 3 ) 

If (A,fx,v) are real, and x is real and sufficiently small, the series in 
brackets converges and takes real values. Hence as x describes the 
segments — 00 < ir < 0 and 0 < a; < 1 of the boundary of the 
upper half-plane of x, the quotient Zq describes segments of two 
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straight lines enclosing an interior angle ttA. The most general form 
of quotient z = thus maps the upper half-plane of x upon a 

domain bounded by three arcs of circles (which may overlap them- 
selves) enclosing interior angles (ttA, tt/x, ttv) at the points correspond- 
ing to X — 0, 00 , 1. 

Reduced Exponent-Differences. When we have 

0 < A,/x, V < 1, \ 

0 < ^1, > (4) 

0 < X+fi+v < I , j 

the parameters of the hypergeometric series 

a = i(l — A— /X— v), b = 1(1— A-f/x— v), c — (1— A) (5) 
are found to satisfy the corresponding conditions 

— J < a < I, 0 < 6, c—b < 1. (6) 

Following Wirtinger,t we choose as denominator the branch 

1 

F{a,b;c-,x) = J dt, (7) 

and we show that this does not vanish in the interval (0 < a; < 1), 
nor in the plane of x, cut from a:=ltoa:=-t-oo. For the integral 
converges when the value of x is not real and greater than unity. If 
we determine the amplitude of (1— in the cut plane by assigning 
the value zero at a; ~ 0, we have, in the upper half-plane either 

0 < am(l— 0 :^)-“ < W (0 < a < i), | 

or 0 am(l— ^ (0 a > — J). 1 

In either case the real and imaginary parts of the integrand (7) do 
not change sign, and so yg = F{a,b;c;x) ^ 0. Hence the arcs corre- 
sponding to the segments (— oo < a; < 0) and (0 < a; < 1) do not 
overlap themselves; and, by considering another special case, we can 
show that the arc corresponding to (1 < x < oo) does not overlap 
itself either. Thus as x describes the real axis from — oo to oo, with 
indentations above the singularities x = 0,l,z describes once counter- 
clockwise the boundary of a curvilinear triangle with interior angles 
(ttA, tt/x, ttv), whose sides do not overlap. We can now prove, by a 
classical argument, that there is one-to-one correspondence of the 

t Summarized by O. Haupt in his new edition of F. Klein, Hypergeometriache 
Funktion (1933), 326-30. 
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two domains. For consider the increment of 

(27r)-iam(2— = (27r)-iam{/(a;)— ^}, (9) 

\ 

as the points z and x each describe once counter-clockwise the boun- 
daries of their respective domains. 

The expression on the left increases by unity or zero, according as 
^ does or does not lie within the triangle. The function j(x) = yijy^ 
has no poles in the upper half-plane, on account of the way in wliich 
the denominator has been chosen; hence the increment of the expres- 
sion on the right is equal to the number of zeros of {f(x)~Q in the 
upper half-plane. Accordingly it has exactly one zero when ^ lies 
within the triangle, and none when it lies outside. 

The Rectilinear Triangle. If (A+|u-+r) = 1, we have a = 0, and 
then Riemann’s equation is soluble by quadratures, 

® ® A j +B. (10) 

The branch y^ ^ 1 fulfils the condition of not vanishing in the upper 
half-plane of x; and the quotient 

z ~ j dx (11) 

is the ordinary Schwarz-Christoffel formula giving the conformal 
representation of the upper half-plane of x upon a triangle (ttA, ttv). 

30. Symmetrical Gontinuationf 

Schwarz^s Principle of Symmetry. If an analytic function z = f(x) 
is holomorphic in a domain intersected by the real axis of x and real 
along the segment of the axis, it takes conjugate complex values 
z, z at conjugate points x, x in the domain. If we make linear trans- 
formations of both planes 

„ az+b ^ _ a'a;+6' . . 

cz+d/ ~ c'x+d'" 

we find that iff(x) is holomorphic in a domain intersected by a circle, 
and if points on the circumference lying in the domain correspond to 
points lying on a circle in the z-plane, then inverse points with respect 
to the circle in the a:-plane correspond to inverse points with respect 
to the circle in the z-plane. This is obvious if we remember that 
inverse points are common points of a family of circles orthogonal 

t H. A. Schwarz, Oes. math. AhhandlungeUy ii, 65-83; or J. Jiir Math. 70 (1869), 
105-20. See, for example, E. C. Titchmarsh, Theory of Functions (1932), 155. 
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to a given circle, and that the transformations (1) convert circles or 
straight lines into circles or straight lines. 

Now the function z ~ f{x), which maps the upper half-plane of x 
on a triangle of circular arcs ABC, is holomorphic except at the 
points X ~ 0, 00 , 1 corresponding to the corners. Hence continuation 
into the lower half-plane across the segment (— oo < a; < 0) gives a 
new triangle of circular arcs ABC\ by inversion in AB\ and a return 
to the upper half-plane across (0 < rr < 1), which completes a posi- 
tive circuit about x == Oy gives a fresh triangle AB"C' by inversion 
in AG', The two successive inversions give a linear transformation 
Z = (az-{-h)l{cz+d). 



2 -piano 


Fig. 2. Dihedral configuration (ri — 3). 


Similarly, if we had left the original domain across (0 < a; < 1) or 
(1 < a; < oo), we should have found different representations AB'C 
or A'BC of the lower half-plane, by inversion with respect to CA or 
BC respectively. Continuing this process, we obtain a pattern of 
(say) black and white triangles, corresponding respectively to the 
upper and lower half-planes of x. The pattern may or may not over- 
lap; it may cover the whole or only part of the 2 :-plane; and in certain 
cases the number of triangles may be finite. 

Types of Reduced Triangles. The circles BCy CA, AB have a 
unique radical centre 0 (which may lie at infinity if the centres are 
collinear). If O is exterior to the three circles, they have a real 
common orthogonal circle with O as centre. The reduced triangle 
ABC is found to lie wholly on one side of this orthogonal circle. We 
may invert AB, AC into straight lines, and then the arc BG will be 
convex to A, and the sum of the angles is less than two right angles. 
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that is to say (A+/>t+*^) < 1- We now find that all the successive 
images are in the interior of the fixed orthogonal circle, which can 
never be filled by any finite number of repetitions. Since the number 
of values of z corresponding to any given x is infinite, the relation 
z =- cannot be algebraic. 

Similarly, if (A+P'+i') = the triangle can be inverted into a 
rectilinear one, having an infinite number of distinct repetitions. 

A necessary condition for a finite number of repetitions is accord- 
ingly that {X+jjL+v) > 1. In this case the radical centre O is interior 
to the circles. The pattern can be more easily visualized by an 
inversion in three dimensions converting BC, CA, AB into great 
circles on a sphere. The centre of inversion V must lie on the normal 
at 0 to the plane of the figure, and —OV^ must be the power of the 
radical centre with respect to each circle, so that OF is the geometric 
mean of the segments of any chord through 0. It can then be shown 
by elementary geometry that the circles BC, CA, AB are inverted 
into great circles on a sphere passing through F. Inverse points with 
respect to the circle BC, in the plane figure, are common points of 
a family of circles orthogonal to BC. They therefore become the 
common points of a family of small circles cutting orthogonally the 
great circle BC, in the corresponding spherical figure. The operation 
of inversion in the plane thus corresponds to reflection in the plane of 
the great circle of the sphere. 

Steiner's Problem. We must now find all spherical triangles having 
only a finite number of distinct repetitions on the sphere. Every side 
lies in a plane of symmetry, and the number of such planes must 
be finite, because two different planes of symmetry give different 
reflections of a figure. These planes cut out a finite number of spherical 
triangles. Let PQR be a triangle of minimum area. If the angle 
at P is ttO, and 6 is irrational, the number of planes of symmetry 
passing through the diameter at P is infinite. If ^ is a fraction in its 
lowest terms 6 = p'jp, there are p such planes passing through the 
diameter at P; and if ^' > 1 we can choose one of them cutting off 
a spherical triangle of smaller area than PQR. For a triangle of 
minimum area with a finite set of repetitions the angles must be 
aliquot parts of tt, say (tt/p, 7r/g, 7r/r), where (p,qyr) are integers 
greater than unity, and 


p q r 


(2) 
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The number of solutions is limited, and each solution gives the planes 
of symmetry of a regular solid. Arranging the numbers in ascending 
order, we find the following sets. 

Bipyramid: (2, 2, r arbitrary) 

Tetrahedron: (2, 3, 3) . 

Cube and Octahedron: (2, 3, 4) 

Dodecahedron and Icosahedron: (2, 3, 5) 

By jncking out all the reduced triangles cut out by the planes of 

each configuration, Schwarz enumerated fifteen cases. 


Table of Schwarz^ s Reduced Triangles 


No. 

A, fi, V 

Spherical Excess 

TT 

Configuration 

I 

1 1 1 

1 

n 

Regular Bipyrainid 

II 

III 

X X X 

2> 3> 3 

X X X 

3* 3» 3 

X ~ A 

Q — Ji. 

Tetrahedron 

IV 

V 

111 
■2» '3» 4 

h hi 


Cube and Octahedron 

VI 

VII 
VTII 

IX 

X 

XI 

1 }. JL 

2> 3> 6 

^ i i 

5» 3» 5 
.2 JL 1. 

3* 6» 6 

1 2 JL 

2» 6» 5 

3 JL X 

6* 3> S 

2 2 2 

6» 5 

-/o- = 

A = 2(7 

A - 2C.’ 

^ = 30 
-A- = «7 
i = 6C’ 

Dodecahedron and Icosahedron 

XII 1 

XIII 1 

XIV ! 

XV 

2 11 

3» 3’ 5 

4 11 

6> 5 

12 1 

2» 5’ 3 

3 2 1 

7f» 5» 3 

V = 6C' 

1- - 6C 

A- - 7C' 
i = lOO 



Uniform Schwarzian Functions. In general, when z is the quotient 
of two branches of P{\,ix,v,x), the pattern of triangles covers the 
s-domain with an overlapping Riemann surface of many sheets. 
A given complex number z corresponds to points differently situated 
in different overlapping triangles; and so the inverse function 
X — <f>{z) is many- valued. If, however, A is the reciprocal of an integer, 
equal numbers of black and white triangles fit exactly around the 
points corresponding to corners ttA, and a unique value of x corre- 
sponds to 1/A values of z near such a point, so that x = <f){z) is locally 
uniform. If (A, fx, v) are all reciprocals of integers, x = ^{z) will be 
uniform everywhere. There are a limited number of cases where 
(X+fi+v) ^ 1, giving the polyhedral triangles and space-filling recti- 
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linear triangles, covering the entire 2 :-plane. There are an infinite 
number of uniform Schwarzian functions where (A+)u,+i/) < 1, the 
example (J, J, J) being illustrated in Schwarz’s memoir. In these 
cases the sides of every triangle are orthogonal to a fixed circle or 
line, forming a natural boundary beyond which continuation is 
impossible. 

31. Some Special Cases 

The Dihedral Equation. If the reduced exponent-differences are 
reciprocals of integers, and their sum is also greater than unity, the 
function x = (j)(z) is both uniform and algebraic, and therefore is a 
rational function. These are the cases I, II, IV, VI of Schwarz’s 
table. 

The first case is soluble by elementary methods; for 

yz 2L 71 j 

the quadratic transformation 


0 

00 

1 


' —1 

00 

1 

0 

0 

1 

— X 

2n 

■ = p 

1 

2n 

0 

^ Va; 
2n 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2n 


1 

2n 

1 

1 

2n 



f 0 

00 

1 


1 


Jl_ 

2n 

2 

2n 


1 

2n 

1 
2n 


0 




l-f- Va: 
1 — 


(1) 


gives an equation with only two regular singularities, which is equi- 
valent to Euler’s homogeneous equation. The general solution being 




we can choose the quotient 


giving the inverse function 


“ \l-Va:; ’ 


( 2 ) 


(3) 


(4) 


The 2 :-sphere is divided by the equator and n complete meridians 
into 2n pairs of triangles, whose corners form a bipyramid. In 
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general, 2n distinct values of z correspond to each value of x\ but 
these become united in pairs at the corners along the equator, as 
a; 0 or x-> co\ and as a; -> 1 they are united in two sets of n at 
the poles. 

The Octahedral Equation. A cube and a regular octahedron are 
inscribed in a unit sphere, so that the edges of the cube are parallel 
to the diagonals of the octahedron. If the pole of coordinates is at 
a vertex of the octahedron, the point z = cot is the stereo- 
graphic projection on the plane of the complex variable z of the 
point on the unit sphere. The corners of the octahedron are 
then given by ^ = 0,oo, ±1, (6) 

At the corners of the cube cos^ = zbl/^^3, and their stereographic 
projections are found to satisfy the equation 

28_|_i4^4_|_i _ 0. (6) 

The middle points of the edges correspond to the affixes 
( 2 :^-t-l)( 2 :^— tan%/ 8 )( 2 ^— cot%/ 8 ) = 0, 
or ^ {z^+\){z^-ll+l2^l2){z^-\l-\2^l2) ^ 0, 

or ( 2 i 2 _ 33 ; 38 _ 33 ^ 4 _f_i) _ 0 ^ (7) 

The three fundamental polynomials satisfy the identity 

1082:V-1)^--(^®+142^+1)^+(2:12-33;38-332:4+1)2 ^ o. (8) 

Consider the function x = <f)(z) defined by the hypergeometric 
equation with exponent-differences ( J, |, J). The fundamental spheri- 
cal triangle with angles (^tt, ^tt, \tt) is one-sixth of an octant, or one 
forty -eighth of a sphere, and is bounded by planes of symmetry of 
the octahedral configuration. Since each half-plane of x is represented 
on twenty -four different triangles, the equation x — <j>{z) is of degree 
24 in 2 . When a; = 0, the points on the sphere are united in threes at 
the corners of the cube; when a: = oo, they are united in pairs at the 
middle points of the edges; when a; = 1, they are united in fours at 
the corners of the octahedron. Hence we must have 


X — <f>{z) 


A(z^+Uz^+l)^ 


(9) 


( 2 ; 12 — 33 >— 332 ^+ 1 ) 2 ’ 

In order that this may have the root 2 ; = 0 when x = 1, we have to 
put A = I, and then the identity (8) shows that we can write 

(g«+14g^-fl)2 ^ 33^8^33^4^,1)2 ^ 


X 


1 


a;— 1 
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The Tetrahedral Equation. Two adjacent octahedral triangles 
(^77, |-7T, Jtt) joined along the sides opposite to the angles make 
up one tetrahedral triangle (Jtt, Jtt, Jtt). There are twenty -four such 
triangles on the sphere, each of which gives a complete representation 
of the a:-plane in the octahedral relation (10), but only half of the 
plane of corresponding to the tetrahedral relation with exponent- 
differences (1^, I, ^). Two adjacent tetrahedral triangles contain four 
complete octahedral triangles, and give a single representation of the 
plane of x^, and a double representation of the plane of x. Thus to 
every value of x there correspond two values of Xj^, and it is found that 
we can pass to the tetrahedral equation by putting 


x/{x—l) = 4cx^{l—x^). 

The transformation of Riemann's equation is as follows 


( 11 ) 


00 

1 ] 



00 

5 

12 

0 xA 

= P, 


5 

12 

1 

12 

i J 


i i 

1 

12 





00 



= P 


5 

24 




ih 

1 

24 



1 


00 



il 

':o 

^0 

1 

2^4 



1 

[i 

“24 


From (10), we have algebraically 
(1-ir)^ (2x^-1)'^ = 


2^1-1 


(2a:i-l)2 


4a;i(l-.Ti) 


± 


6W32;2(^4_i)2 

2l2_33;28__332:4_^l» 


( 12 ) 


( 13 ) 


and on taking the upper sign, we get the tetrahedral relation 
(z^+2iyl^z^+\f _ {z^-2i^^z^+lf _ 12 ^ 32 ^- 1 )^ 
x^ ” x^—\ ~~ 1 

We have the identity 

(z^+Uz^+l) = {z^+2i^^z^+\){z^-2i^I2z^+l), ( 15 ) 

which corresponds to the division of the vertices of the cube into 
those of two desmic regular tetrahedra, whose edges are the diagonals 
of the faces of the cube. The corners of one tetrahedron correspond 
to the centres of the faces of the other, and the middle points of the 
edges of either lie at the corners of the octahedron. When x^ = 0, 
the twelve roots of the tetrahedral equation x^ = <f)i{z) are united in 
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threes at the corners of one tetrahedron; when x^— I, they are 
united in threes at the corners of the other; when = oo, they are 
united in pairs at the middle points of the edges. The algebraic 
identity corresponding to (10) is 

{2;^+2tV3s2+l)3-_(24_2W32:2+l)3-_l2W3sV-l)^ = 0. (16) 

The Icosahedral Equation. The triangle (Jtt, Jtt, Itt) corresponds to 
the sixth of a face of the regular icosahedron, and to the tenth of a 
face of the regular dodecahedron. As there are 120 such triangles on 
the sphere, the equation x = <l>{z) is of degree 60 in with quintuple 
roots at the corners of the icosahedron (say x — oo), triple roots at 
those of the dodecahedron (say x — 0), and double roots at the mid- 
points of the edges. With a suitable orientation of the figure, the 
equation may be written 

17282:5(2;1o_|. 1125^1)6 ^ (g^O— 22Sz^^+ 494z^^+ 22Sz^+l)^ 

1 —X 

__ (z^^+522z^^— 10005z^Q- 10005^^^- 522z^+ 1 )^ 

For full details, reference should be made to Schwarz’s memoir or 
the writings of Klein. f 

Composite and Associated Triangles. The remaining cases of re- 
duced triangles giving algebraic functions can be solved by the 
method of adjunction of domains, used above to obtain the tetra- 
hedral function from the octahedral. The method was used in Rie- 
mann’s lectures (posthumously published in 1902), but the funda- 
mental theorem was more explicitly established by Burnside;! it has 
been applied in numerous problems by Hodgkinson.|| When the 
reduced equation is solved, it is possible to solve the associated non- 
reduced equations having the same group. 

The Modular Function. The limiting case P(0, 0, 0,a:) gives a 
uniform transcendental Schwarzian function x = ^{z), which is 
obtained by inverting the quotient of the elliptic integrals z — iK'jK^ 
where x = The initial triangle is bounded by two parallel lines 

t F. Klein, Vorlesungen iiber das Ikosaeder (1884); Vorlesungen iiber die hyper- 
geometrische Funktion (reprint 1933, edited by O. Haupt). See also A. R. Forsyth, 
Theory of Functions^ ch. xx; Theory of Differential Equations, iv. 174-90. 

t W. Burnside, Proc. London Math. Soc. (1) 24 (1893), 187-206. 

II J. Hodgkinson, ibid. (2) 15 (1916), 166-81; 17 (1918), 17-24; 18 (1920), 268-73; 
24 (1926), 71-82. 
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perpendicular to the real axis of z and a semicircle touching them on 
the axis. The generating transformations of the modular group 


Z = 2-2, 


-22+r 


correspond to circuits about x — 0 and x = 1. The function <f>{z) has 
an automorphic property analogous to those of the simply and doubly 


periodic functions, 



(19) 


for all linear transformations with integer coefficients such that 
(ad— he) = 1 and b = (mod 2). The function is 

the subject of a large literature.! 


EXAMPLES. VII 

1. CiBCLES ON A Sphebe. (i) If two circles on a sphere cut orthogonally, 
their planes are conj ugate with respect to the sphere. 

(ii) Families of planes through two fixed lines in space, which are conjugate 
with respect to a sphere, cut the sphere in two families of orthogonal circles, 
and conversely. 

(iii) If two points of a sphere are collinear with the pole of a circle on the 
sphere, their stereographie projections are mutually inverse with respect to 
the stereographie projection of the circle. 

2. Rotation. If the stereographie projection of points on a sphere is given 
by the relation z — e^^cotid, show that the linear transformation 

rZ— e^'^cot e^'^cot 1^1 

L Z + tan ^6} Iz + tan id\ 

corresponds to a rotation of the sphere. 

3. Klein’s Parameters, (i) The above rotation may be written 

, _ {d-\-ic)z—{b—ia) 

^ ~ {b-{-ia)z-\-{d—icy 

where 

{a:b:c:d) = (sin sin ^ cos sin sin 0 sin sinj^cos^: cosj^). 

(ii) The rotation (a, 6, c, d) followed by the rotation («', 6', c', d') is equivalent 
to the rotation (A, B, CyD), where 

A — ad' -{-a' d— be' -\-b'Cy 

B = bd'-\-b'd—ca'-\-c'ay 

C — cd' -\-c'd—ab' -{-a'by 

D — —aa'—bb'~cc'-\-dd', 

t See, for instance, W. Burnside, Theory of Groups (1911), 372-427; H. Weber, 
Algebra (1908), iii ; F. Klein and R. Fricke, Elliptische Modulfunktionen (1890-2), i-ii. 
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(iii) Verify that the resultant rotation is given by the quaternion product 

where ij^k~ —ji* jk — i — —kj, ki ~ j ~ —ik. 

4. Rectilinear Space -filling Triangles. The only rectilinear triangles 

whose symmetric repetitions fill the plane without overlapping are those with 
angles (^,^ 77 , 0 ), Jtt), Jtt, iir), (Jtt, Jtt, ^tt). 

The triangle with angles (§ 7 r, Jtt, Jtt) gives a double covering of the plane. 

[Schwarz.] 

5. (i) The relation z ~ arcsinic maps each quadrant of the 

iP-plane conformally on a semi-infinite rectangular strip of breadth Jtt. 

(ii) By the method of symmetric continuation, show that x = sins is a 
uniform analytic function, and obtain geometrically the relations 
sin(2-|-7r) = —sin 2, sin( — 2 ) = —.sin 2 . 

6. The conformal representation of an isosceles right-angled triangle on a 
half -plane is effected by the relation 

X 

2 = J dx, 

0 

This is equivalent to the relation 

4a;(l-a;) - 

where p(z) is the Weierstrassian elliptic function satisfying the equation 
^'^{z) - 4^3(2,) _4p(2:). 

The relations [^( 2 ) — ^ (a — 1, 2, 3) 

(7(2)or(co„) 

show that X is a uniform function of 2 . 

[A. E. H. Love, American J. of Mathematics, 11 (1889), 158-71.] 

7. The triangle (^tt, Jtt, Jtt) is conformally represented on a half-plane by 

the relation a. 

z — ~ [ x~i{x—l)~^ dx. 

6^ J 
0 

This is satisfied by putting 

x “ 1/[1 — p3(2)], where ^'\ z ) = 4p3(2)_4. [Love.] 

8. Obtain the representation of the equilateral triangle from the above by 

putting X — x\, or x-^^ = 2ilp'(z). Obtain the representation of the isosceles 
triangle with a vertical angle 27r/3 by putting x — \—x\, and verify that 
X 2 — 2p^(z)lp'{z) is not a uniform function. Obtain also the Schwarz -Chris - 
toffel formulae expressing 2 in terms of x ^ and [Love.] 

9. Regular Polygon, (i) The triangle whose angles are { 7 r/ 2 , 7 r/n, 
7r(n — 2)/2n} is conformally represented on a half-plane by the relation 

2 = C J dx . 

(ii) The representation of the same triangle on a semicircle is given by 
putting X = (l-|-^)3/( 1 — ^)2, or 

z= c' j 1)-2/” dt. 
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(iii) The representation of the interior of the regular polygon with n sides on 
a circle is given by putting t — or 

2 ^ C" j — 1)-2/» dw, 

[H. A. Schwarz, Gesammelte 'timthematische Abhandlungeriy ii, 65-83 

(= J.Jilr Math. 70 (1869), 105-20).] 

10. The Ic os AHEDRAii Triangle. In the equilateral spherical triangle with 
angles 27r/5, show that 

tana = 2, tani? = 3 — V5, 8in2r == f, tanjo ~ J(V5-j-l), 
p == + r = J(7r— a), tan(J?-}-a) ™ — 3 — V5. 

The angles a and 2r are those subtended at the centre by edges of the regular 
icosahedron and dodecahedron. 

11. Verify that tanja ^ 2cos27r/5 = (V5— 1)/2. Hence show that the 
corners of the regular icosahedron can bo stereographically projected into the 

points 2 = 0,00, «-(€+£’), (v = 0, 1, 2, 3, 4), 

where € ~ oxp(2i7r/5). Verify that these values (except z ~ co) satisfy the 

equation 2(2'"+ J 1) - 0. 

12. Verify by spherical trigonometry the expressions given for the stereo - 
graphic projections of the corners of the regular dodecahedron and for the 
middle points of the edges. 
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LAPLACE’S TRANSFORMATION 

32. Laplace’s Linear Equationf 
Form and Singularities. The equation 

[P(D)+xQ(D)]y - I (a,+b,x)D--ry :== o (1) 

r=0 

is a generalization of the equation with constant coefficients, and is 
completely soluble by an artifice of Laplace. If bg = 0, we may take 
unity as the coefficient of and the only singular point is seen to 
be a; = 00 , which is irregular. If 6^ ^ 0, we shift the origin and write 

xD^y+{a^+bix)D'^-'^y+...-\-{a^-\-b^x)y = 0. (2) 

The equation now has one regular singularity at a; = 0 and one 
irregular one at a; = oo. The exponents at a: = 0 are 
(0, 1, 

If CTjl is not an integer, we find (ii— 1) holomorphic solutions forming 
one Hambui’ger set, and one regular solution belonging to the 
exponent (n—l—a^ forming another. If is an integer, all the 
exponents belong to the same set. It is easily verified that there are 
always at least (^—1) solutions which are free from logarithms and 
holomorphic. Since there is only one winding point in the finite 
part of the plane, and since (ti — 1) independent solutions are uniform, 
the group properties of the equation are trivial. The feature of 
interest is the behaviour of the solutions at the irregular singu- 
larity X — oo. 

Laplace’s equation furnishes a simple illustration of an interesting, 
but difficult, theorem due to Perron. J If Po(^) ^ polynomial of 

degree s < n, and are integral functions of x, the equation 

^ (3) 

has at least (n—a) linearly independent solutions, which are integral 
functions of x. 

Solution by Definite Integrals. Laplace uses the transformation 

y = Je^/(<)d<, (4) 

c 

t C. Jordan, Coura d'analya^y iii. 261-66 ; E. Picard, Traiti d'analyaCi iii. 394-402. 
$ O. Perron, Math. Ann. 70 (1911), 1-32. 
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which may be regarded as a limiting form of the Eulerian trans- 
formation of § 27 as ^ 00 . The equation 

J e^[F(t)+a;Q(t)]f(t) d( = 0 (5) 

c 

can be integrated exactly if f(f) is chosen so that 

|[0(o/w] = [m/m (6) 

or Q(()f(0 = expj^ J ^ dt^. (7) 

We must now find n contours giving linearly independent solutions 
and satisfying the condition 

[^mm] = 0 . ( 8 ) 


Suppose first that bQ ^ 0, so that we can use the form (2), where 
Q{t) is of degree n and P{t) of degree (ti— 1). We have in general, if 
the roots are unequal, 


<2(o==n(<- 

r-l 


'll 

V — 

^ t-B. 


J-1 


Let I denote a point at infinity, taken in such a direction that xt is 
real and negative. Then the condition (8) is satisfied by the simple 


loop integrals 

= J e.^f(i)dt {r = l,2,...,n). 


If (Xj. is a positive integer, L,. hh 0; but the condition is then satisfied 
by the definite integral o 



( 11 ) 


If (Xy is zero or a negative integer, am[/(<)] returns to its initial value 
and the contour may be shrunk to a small circle about t = The 
integral can be evaluated as a Cauchy residue. If we expand f{t) and 
^xi — Qxpre^(f-^r) in ascending powers of {t—p^) and evaluate, we 
obtain an integral function which is the product of and a poly- 
nomial. 


If X is very large and if the contour consists of a small circle about 
t = pj., together with a straight line to infinity described twice, it 
may be shown that the dominant term in the integral is given by the 

4064 m 
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portion of the contour near t — Thus we find Lj. ^ 

and since are supposed unequal, the n solutions are linearly 

independent. 

If aj., are not integers, consider the double-loop integral 

(^r+, — — ) 

L„ = J e^f(t) dt 

I 

^ (I_e2i7ra,)2,^_(l__g2t7ra,)2,^ (12) 

Since the double circuit restores the initial amplitude of/(^), we may 
contract this path to a finite contour interlacing t ~ ^8,., and clear 
of all singularities of the integrand. Since f{t) is bounded and the 
contour is of finite length, we can expand and evaluate term 
by term; the resulting expression is a power-series converging for 
all finite values of x, i.e. an integral function. Putting r = 1, 
s ~ 2, 3,...,n, we have {n—l) independent integral functions. 

If or ag is a positive integer, ee 0; but we can then satisfy the 
conditions by a simple loop from one singularity about the other, or 
by an ordinary definite integral between t — and t = 

For the last solution, we take an infinite simple loop O enclosing 
all the singularities t = If we enlarge the loop sufficiently, we can 
write along the contour 

= (13) 

r = 0 


since ^ 
integral 


We now integrate term by term, using Hankel’s 


1 

W) 


(0 + ) 



(14) 


and find the solution 


je^f(t)dt = 

a 


27ri 2 

r=0 


(15) 


If is not an integer, this is regular and belongs to the exponent 
(ti— ai“l) at the origin. 

The expression (15) cannot give a solution belonging to a negative 
integral exponent, nor a solution of logarithmic type. In fact the 
method fails when is an integer, because the set of solutions (12) 
and (15) are not linearly independent. But we may retain one 
simple loop integral ( 10), or one definite integral (11), and the logarith- 
mic property can be exhibited by deformation of the path as am(a;) 
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increases by 27r. It appears that the integral in question is augmented 
by a multiple of the solution (15). 


Exceptional Cases. The appropriate paths when Q(t) is of lower 
degree than P{t), or when it has multiple zeros, have been indicated 
by Jordan. If Q{t) is of degree (/i~A), we have 



The space at ^ ~ oo is divided into (2A+2) sectors where f{t) is 
alternately very large and very small. We can make a festoon of 
(A+l) paths, beginning and ending in sectors where /(^) is small and 
crossing the intervening sectors in the finite part of the plane. These 
and the (n— A— 1) double loop circuits interlacing make up the 
n required paths. 

Similarly, if f is a zero of multiplicity A, we have 


log/(^) as t-> 


The space about t — ^ is now divided into (2A— 2) sectors where 
f(t) is alternately large and small. We can construct small loops 
entering and leaving t ^ pin sectors where /(O is small, and crossing 
at a finite distance the intervening ones where it is large. This set of 
(A— 1) loops just compensates for the loss of (A— 1) simple zeros of 

Q{ty 


33. The Confluent Hypergeometric Equationf 
Canonical Forms. Just as Riemann’s equation can be transformed 
in twenty -four ways into a hypergeometric one, so the equation 

xWhj+(Ao-}-Aix)xDy+{Bf,+ BiX+£j^x^)y = 0 (1) 

can be transformed in four ways into Kummer’s first confiuent hyper - 
geometric eqwxtion ^B^y^{c-x)Drj-ay 0. (2) 

We write y — x^eP^y', x' — (3) 

where p is either root of the indicial equation 

p'^-\-{Aq—1)p-\-Bq — 0, (4) 

t E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson, Modern Analysis^ ch. xvi; G. N. Watson, 
Bessel Functions (1922), 100-5, 188-93; H. Bateman, Differential Equations (1918), 
75-9, 110-15. 
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and (jS,j8') are the roots of 

= 0. (5) 

If jS = we obtain similarly Kummer's second equation 

xD-y+cDy—y = 0, (6) 

or an elementary one of Euler’s homogeneous type. The typical 
solutions of (2) and (6) are respectively 

l + £ + . j 

Again, the equation 

D^+{AQ+A^x)Dy+(BQ+B^x+B2X^)y = 0 (8) 

can be reduced by putting 

y = = hx-\~l, (9) 

to one of the forms 

D^y+{2n+l-x^)y^0, (10) 

I Dhj-^xy - 0 , ( 11 ) 

or to an elementary equation with constant coefficients. The equa- 
tion (10) was found by Weber on transforming the equation of the 
potential VW ~ 0 to parabolic cylindrical coordinates 
(x+iij) = 

It is reduced to Hermite’s equation 

D^y—2xDy~\-2ny — 0 (12) 

by putting y = e~^^^y'; and then to an equation of Kummer’s first 

by the change of variable z — x^. 

The equation (11) is satisfied by a definite integral considered by 
Airy, and on changing the variable to 2 ; = it is reduced to Kummer’s 

dfy,2i, 

' 5#+5 £-» = “■ 

Finally, Kummer’s second equation is transformed by the change of 
variable z = and the substitution y = e'-^^y' into one of his 

first type ,2 , 


( 15 ) 
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The equations (2), (6), (11), (12) are soluble as they stand by 
Laplace’s method, and their solutions can also be expressed in terms 
of the standard power-series (7). But it is convenient to regard (2) 
as the ultimate canonical form. The analogue of Schwarz’s form of 
the hypergeometric equation is obtained by removing the middle 
term. We thus find Whittaker^ s eqvntion 

^21 








y = o, 


(16) 


exhibiting the exponents (\±m) at the origin. The solutions of (16) are 
written where 

~ (17) 

If ^ = 0, the equation is invariant when x is replaced by — ir and is 
reducible to Kummer’s second form. 

Solutions in Power-Series.f Kummer’s first equation (2) is trans- 
formed into another of the same type by putting 

y = X ■== —x\ a ~ c'—a\ c — c'; \ 

or y = x^-^y\ X — x\ a = a'—c'-^ly c = 2— c'; > (18) 

or y — e^x'^-^y' , x = —x\ a = 1— -a', c = 2—c'. j 

From the standard solution (7) we can write down two alternative 
expressions of each principal branch, when c is not an integer. We 
thus have Kummer’s linear transformation 


Vx ^ iJ^i(a; c; x) - c; -x), \ 

These four expressions correspond to Kummer’s twenty-four hyper- 
geometric series; and the relation is the limiting form of Euler’s 
identity 

F{a,b]C]x) = (l—xY~^~^F{c—a^c—b\2~c\x), (20) 

when X is replaced by x/b^ and b ->oo. 

The principal solutions of (6) are 

Vi = 2/2 = x^-\F^{2-c\x), (21) 

when c is not an integer. Kummer’s transformation of (6) into (15) is 
the analogue of Riemann’s quadratic transformation and gives the 
identities 


o^i(2>+|; 2p; 3) = e^\F^(p\ 2p-, -z), (22) 

where p = (c— J). 


t Cf. Ex. V, 4-7. 
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Bessel’s Equation. If — 0 == the equation (I) is invariant 
when X is replaced by —x. It may then be reduced to Bessel’s 
equation x^D^-\-xDy+{x^~k^)y = 0, (23) 


or to an elementary equation of Euler’s homogeneous type. This 
property is analogous to the symmetry of the associated Legendre 
equation 


(i/x L (tfij 


(24) 

with the scheme 

f 

00 1 \ 


P 


?2,+ l |m /x>. 

(25) 


1 —2™ 

1 

1 



If we write p, = mjix and let m -> co^ we get an equation 

+ [a:*— »(w+ l)]w = 0, (26) 

having a regular singularity at a; = 0 with exponents (n+ly—n) 
and an irreg|ilar singularity at infinity. If we now put w == the 
equation is reduced to Bessel’s equation of order k = (n+ 1), with 
the exponents iZ: at the regular singularity x ~ 0. 

When k is not an integer, the solutions of Bessel’s equation are 
JjX'x) and where 

Let n be positive and let m tend to infinity by real positive values. 
We have with Hobson’s notation 




r(?i+m+l)r(|) 

2n+l r(7Z+|) 


As m 00 , we have by Stirling’s formula r(?i+w+l) 


where 




= lim fL 

m— >Qo \ 


7i+m+2 


>^+f J ol* 


(30) 


2 ’ 2 

The series being convergent uniformly with respect to m for a fixed 
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value of X, we may evaluate the limit term by term and so get 

Hence, with k — we have finally 

lim y/r(m)] = (31) 

Finite Solutions. From Kummer’s relations (19), we see that one 
of the four series is finite, if a or (a—c) is an integer. As a typical 
case, let a — —n. As in the proof of Jacobi’s formula in § 24, we 
find for any solution of (2) the relation 

Uj^xT-^e-^y, (32) 

where aj^ ~ a(a4-l)---(^+^— 1)* 

In particular, if y ^ ■^F^(a\c\x), we get 

c-\-k\ a;)] = C]X). (33) 

If now 71 is a positive integer, and a ~ —n, k — n, we get the 
expression 

c^^F^{—n\c\x) =■ (34) 

The standard polynomials of this class are known as 8onine poly- 
nomials. 

34. Integral Representations of Rummer’s Series 
Standard Forms. To solve Rummer’s first equation, we write in 
§32, (4)-(8), 

P{t) = ct—a, Q(t) ” 

/ W) ^ 

and obtain the expression 

y = j dt, (2) 

c 

where the contour C must satisfy the condition 

0. (3) 

Independent solutions are in general given by the simple loop 
(0 + ) (1 + ) 

integrals i/Q = f and = J , where /is the point = —*oo. From 
i I 
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these we construct the combinations 

( 04 -, l +, 0— ,1 — ) 

J = J = 

i I 

(0 + .1 + ) 

J s J == 

n I 

which are linearly independent, provided that ^ 1 and that 
Xq, Xj do not vanish identically. 

The contour O may be deformed into a fixed double loop inter- 
lacing t ~ 0, 1, and lying entirely in the finite part of the plane. On 
expanding under the integral sign and evaluating term by term, 
we get 

J — O'"-"-! dt = c;x) j dt, (5) 



the integral on the right being a generalized beta function. 

The contour O may be enlarged so that |^| > 1 ever3rwhere; on 
expanding f(t) in descending powers of t, and evaluating term by 
term by m^ans of HankeFs integral for the gamma function, we 

(0 + ) 


have 


J 


r' / 

71=0 ' ' — cc 


du 

( 0 +) 


^UyC-2-n 


2iTTX^~^ 


^F^{a—c+\\2—c\x). 


(6) 


r(2-c)^ 

If a or (c—a) is an integer, the contours must be modified. If a is a 
positive integer, Xg = 0; but ^ — 0 may now be taken as a limit of 
integration. The holomorphic solution is obtained as in (5), except 
that the double loop is replaced by a simple one from t — 0 about 
^ — 1. The other solution is 


J e-* J I)*-'-"-! rfi! 


D' 


10-1 r 


(0 + ) 


g37^£l— C 


2^7^ 


r(a--c+l) 


— 00 


du 
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= (7) 

as may be verified by elementary methods. 

If a is zero or a negative integer, Lq can be evaluated as a finite 
series of Cauchy residues, and the contour O gives a numerical 
multiple of L^. 

(0 + ) -a ^(0 + ) 

•’ ^0«'- J 


—a „ 

n—(i 



Similar considerations apply to when (c—a) is an integer, and so 
we obtain integral representations of the Sonine polynomials. When 
a, (c—a) are integers of the same sign, a; “ 0 is an a^pparent singU' 
larity or reducible thereto, and there are two solutions expressible 
in finite terms. 

If c is any integer and a not one of the integers lying between zero 
and c^x — 0 is a logarithmic singularity, and the solutions (4) are not 
independent, because = 1. A simple circuit enclosing ^ ~ 0 and 
t — I, and l 3 dng in the finite part of the plane, gives the holomor* 
phic solution The solution yg = Aq is logarithmic. 


Fig. 3. 


For as am(x) increases from zero to 27r, am(^) at / decreases from 
77 to —77. As the path of integration swings round and bends to 
avoid the singularities, we get the new branch 

(l+,0 + , 1-) 

72= J = 

I 

= Ao+(e-2^-«-l)(Ao+e2^'-«Zi) = (9) 

whose form shows the presence of a logarithmic term. 

4064 XT 
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Alternative Forms. According as we operate on Rummer’s equa- 
tion as it stands or on one of the equivalent forms, we have the four 
Laplace integrals 



(A) 

J <)“"* d(, 

(B) 

J df. 

(C) 


(D) 


( 10 ) 


which correspond to the four Eulerian hypergeometric integrals 
1 

J (A) 

0 

1 

(1— J (B) 

0 

00 

^ dt, (C) 


Ijx 


a:)®-"-*’ J {l—xtf-H-<^{l—tY-^dt. 


(D) 


IjX 


( 11 ) 


The latter all converge and give multiples of jP(a, 6;c;a;), if 
1 > c > a > 0. In each set, the pairs (AB) and (CD) belong to the 
same sets. Rummer’s linear relations § 33 (19) are given by putting 
t' — (\—t) in (10); and Euler’s relation § 33 (20) is similarly given by 
putting V — (1— ^)/(l— a:^) in (11). 

There is in general a curious reciprocity of paths between the two 
pairs. The branch is given by the double loop O in (AB) and by 
the infinite loop Q in (CD), and the paths are interchanged for the 
branch There is an exception, however, in the logarithmic case, 
where we saw that O and D both reduce to the same branch. In that 
case only, the two types can be transformed into one another by 
elementary methods, so that the same path gives the same branch 
for each. Without loss of generality, we suppose that c is a positive 
integer. We take the representation (A) and integrate by parts (c— 1) 
times, the integrated parts vanishing around any admissible contour, 


^ dt = (—xY-<= ^ dt. (12) 
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Now in Jacobi’s identity 

(13) 

let us write a. = {a—c),P = —a,n = (c— 1); then we have 
(w+l+a+j8) = 0, 

and so 
Hence 


j (a— c-f- ) J 

Both sides vanish around any closed contour if 
(a— l)(a— 2)..,(a— c+1) = 0, 


(15) 

(16) 


these values of a giving an apparent singularity when c is a positive 
integer. 


Kummer’s Second Equation. The equation of § 33 (6), which is 
satisfied by qFi{c;x), also admits two alternative solutions of Laplace’s 

J ex<+i/<<c-2 it, \ 


y.1— C 


J QOCt+ljll- 


dt. 


(17) 


But these can be transformed into one another by putting t' — Ijxt, 
The most interesting feature of this solution is the choice of contours. 
One solution is given by a loop from xt ~ —oo about ^ = 0, and 
another by a small heart-shaped Jordan loop entering and leaving 
the origin on the side where R(t) is negative, so that the condition 

= 0 (18) 


is satisfied. The infinite contour and the small loop are interchanged 
when we pass from one representation to the other. 


35. Bessel’s Equationf 
Integrals of Poisson’s Type. Bessel’s equation 

h^y+{x^^]c^)y 0 ( 1 ) 

is reduced to an auxiliary equation of Laplace’s type 

xDhjo+{2k-\-\)Dw-\-xw = 0 (2) 

t G. N. Watson, Bessel Functions (1922). 
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by the substitution y — x^w. On solving by the usual rule, we find 

o 

where the contour C must satisfy the condition 

[e^x#(i_^2)fc+i]^ = 0. (4) 

There is an alternative solution where Jc is everywhere replaced by 
—k. If A; is half an odd integer, the solutions can be evaluated in 
an elementary form; in the one case they are given as residues by 
small circuits about ^ = ±1, and in the other as elementary definite 
integrals between limits t = ±1, = — oo. 

In general, an infinite loop from ixt ~ — oo enclosing ^ = ±1 and 
a figure of eight interlacing these points give independent solutions 
Jic(x) and J-k(^) [cf. § 33 (27)]. But when Jc is an integer, 

= (-)Vft(a:). 

Except when 2k is an odd positive integer, independent solutions 
are always given by Hankel’s simple loop integrals 
I ^ (1+) 

J 1)^-1 dt, 

I 

(- 1 -) 

(a;) = f 

l-rrV (J) j 
I 

the phases of these integrands being so adjusted that 

1 -) 

dt. 
(6) 

If we choose Jc with the real part positive, these expressions may be 
replaced by convergent definite integrals. For example, if x is real 

and positive, we can show by putting t — 1 j that 


J,(x) = J 

I 
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Asymptotic Expansions. From Hankel’s integrals we obtain 
approximate values of the Bessel functions, when x is large with a 
given amplitude. We shall take x and k both real and positive. 
Then, using Cauchy’s form of the remainder in Taylor’s series, we 
write in (7) 

r(k+\) 

Zv(k-r+\)r\^^^^ 

where i 




+■Rp^ 


( 8 ) 


V(k-p-\-\)(p 




If p > A;, 


1 + 


iuO 

2x 


k~p-\ 


< 1, since u9j2x is real and positive. Hence 


the remainder is numerically smaller than the first term neglected. 
On integrating term by term, we have the asymptotic representations 




y nt+r+i ) liV 

■+i}r\\2x)’ 


^ r{A:— r+J)^! 

p-i 


y /—i\' 

^ r(A:— r+i)r!\2a:/ 


( 10 ) 


The series continued to infinity would be divergent, the ratio of two 


successive terms being ± 


(k+r+i)(k—r—i)i 


, which tends to infinity. 


2a;(r+l) 

But when x is large the terms at the beginning of the series decrease 
very rapidly, and the error committed by keeping p terms is numeri- 
cally smaller than the (p+ l)th. A very general theory of asymptotic 
solutions was developed by Poincare. | 

Bessel’s Integral. Another way of using Laplace’s transformation 
is to write z = x'^in (2) and so obtain the auxiliary equation 


2 — + 


This is satisfied by 


dz^ 


0 . 


w 


~ J exp^a:/ — dt, 


( 11 ) 

( 12 ) 


along a contour chosen as for Rummer’s second equation so that 


exp 


(zt-^yA 


Jo 


0 . 


(13) 


t H. Poincar6, American J, of Math, 7 (1886), 203-58; Acta Math. 8 (1886), 
296-344. 
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If we restore y = z = and put xt = we have the forms 
2/ = J exp ij j du, I 


y — j f "j 


(14) 


which can be obtained from one another by putting u' = —l/u. 
Loops from infinity give distinct solutions, except when k is an 
integer; we can then use a path from = 0 to 2 ^ = oo, if we approach 
the limits in such directions that the integrand tends to zero. 

For integer values of h, we have 

(0 + ) 


and so we find the generating function 

On putting 24 = in (15), we have 


2 

k— — oo 


(15) 

(16) 


* t4(*) = ^ J (^'^) 

0 

and on putting 6' = (27t—6) and adding, we have Bessel’s integral 

27r 

J^{x) = ^ J cos(a;sin^— dd. (18) 


EXAMPLES. VIII 

1. Recurrence Formulae. If F = iF^{a;c;x), show that 

j)k^x^+k-iF] — ajf.x^~~^^F^{a-\-k\C’yX)y 

D\xfi-'^F'\ — {c~k)j^xf^~^~^^F-^{a'yC — k\x)y 
CjcD\e-^F] = (-f(c-a%e-^^F^{a’yC-{-k\x)y 
j)k^Q-x^-a-\-k-\F^ ~ (c—a)j^e~^xP~^~^^F^{a~k'yC\x). 

2. Show that Bessel’s equation may be written in either of the forms 

[^-"-^][^+st+2' = 0- 

Jk-M = [i)+^]4(®). 


Hence prove that 



Chap. VIII, Exs. LAPLACE’S TRANSFORMATION 


151 


= — 4(»). 

4+i(a:)-4_i(x) = -2Jk(x). 

3. If A: is a positive integer, show that 

J d . . 




4. Show that 


5. Show that, if A; is a positive integer 



' d y 

^sin x\ 


\xdxl 

la;/ 




dik-iiX) : 


A;!(j^a:)~*~* 




6. Deduce Mohler’s expression t^(a;) = limP^lcos-l from Laplace’s 

n— »-oo ' 


integral 


‘IT 

P„(cos0) — ~ J {<ios 6 -j-i sin 6 cos d(l). 


7. If P(A;-f 1) > 0, show that 

X 

(a^— jS^) J xJy{oLx)JjJ,px) dx ~ pxJjc{(xx)Jji{px) — ocxJjc{ax)J]c{Px), 
0 

2 J xJ^(ax) dx — {x^— JI,{olx)-Yx^J^{ocx), 

0 “ 

If a and JjJ^(x)j(xJ'((x) ~ Jk(P)lpJk{p)> show that 
1 

J xJk{(xx)Jj^{fix) dx — 0. 

0 

8. If A; is a positive integer, prove that Poisson’s integral 


Jj,(x) = 


1.3.5...(2A;-l)7r 


7T 

J cos(a; cos d)sm^^6 dO 
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can be transformed into Bessel’s integral 


'Z1T 

Jj^{x) = ~ exp(irsin0 — dO 


by integrating by parts and using Jacobi’s formula, Ex. VI, 15. 


[Jacobi.1 


9. If a?, a, (a — c 4- 1) are all positive, show that 

(0+,aj+) cx) 

j du j oxp|w — dv = ?^-^^iF^{a;c;x), 

— 00 0 

Show that the alternative representations of c; a;) as integrals of Laplace’s 

type are obtained by evaluating the double integral in two ways. 

10. Scherk’s Equation. Show that the equation 

D'^y—xy = 0 


is satisHed by 2/ = 2 C, J exp[«)>-a:«- dt. 


where oj = exp[2tV/(w + 1)] and 2 

r-O 


[H.F. Scherk, J.fiir Math, 10 (1832), 92-7; C. G.J. Jacobi, Werkey iv. 33-4.] 
11. Hermite’p Equation. Show that the equation 
D'^y—2xDy-\-2ny = 0 

is satisfied by 

2/i = -®^). 

1/2 = = xe^\Fi(l + in;i; —x‘). 

Obtain integral representations, along appropriate contours, of the types 
J dt, j !-«)-*+*” ds, x J da. 

[C. Hermite, (Euvres, ii. 293-308; E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson, 
Modern Analysis, 341-5; R. Courant and D. Hilbert, Methoden der 
mathematischen Physik, 76-7, 261, 294.] 


12. Hermite’s Polynomials, (i) Prove by Jacobi’s method that the equa- 
tion is satisfied, when w is a positive integer, by the polynomial 
H^(x) = (-)VD«e-®’, 

and by when n is a negative integer. 

(ii) Show that , \w 


1=0 

1= 2”n!V7r (m — n). 


Hn{x) — 2nH^__^{x) — 2xHfJ^x) H^^-J^x), 
(iii) Prove the orthogonal relations 

(m n), 


/ dx 

-00 
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(iv) Show that t) ~ e^®*-** == ^ ^ 

n—O 

and verify the above formulae from the relations 




2{x—t)(j), J e-«*+(2a;<-f®)+(2x«-82) ^ e2««V7r. 


13. Laguebre’s Polynomials, (i) Find the integral representations of the 


polynomials ^ e“’D’*[e-*a:”] = n! ijPi(-n; V,x). 

(ii) Show that 

j m\ ! n\ ! ^ 

(hi) By means of Lagrange’s series, show that 




and hence or otherwise prove that 
(iv) Show that 

n! 

:= ( _ )W ea^a;“^i>"(e--'^a^^ 

n! 

[Courant -Hilbert, loc. cit., 77-9; see also E. Schrodinger, Ahhandlungen 

zur Wellenmechanik (1928), 131-6.] 
14. SoNiNE Polynomials. A set of polynomials {0n(^)} defined by the 
generating ftmction r— rral «° 

LI X/J W'=0 

Show that 

(i) {k-{-n)(j>n_^(x) = n<j)J,x)-X(t>iSx); 

(ii) (n + l)^n+i(a^) = {x-{-n-{-h-\-\)^J,x)—X(f)'n{x); 

(hi) ^„(a;) = ~ y- 


r(n + A;4-l) 


iFi(— w;A; + l;x); 


r(ifc+l)n! ^ 

(iv) f e''^x^<})j^(x)6j^x) dx[^ # n), 

\ / J ym\ )Yn\ i Y{n+k-^l)ln\ (m = n). 

[N. J. Sonino, Math. Ann. 16 (1880), 1-80; H. Bateman, Partial 
Differential Equations of Mathematical Physics (1932), 451-9; G. P61ya 
and G. Szego, Aufgaben und Lehrsdtze^ h. 94, 293-4.] 
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36. Lam6 Functionsf 

Ellipsoidal Harmonics. A system of confocal quadrics being given by 


0 - 


xl 


e^—e 


. 1 - 0 , 


( 1 ) 


Cl — 0 62—0 

where ^1+62+ 63 — 0 > Cg > ^3)? f 

the analogy of spherical harmonics makes us look for polynomials 
in the Cartesian coordinates satisfying Laplace’s equation V^F = 0, 
whose nodal surfaces belong to the confocal system. Since even and 
odd terms must satisfy V^F — 0 separately, we expect to find eight 
types of polynomials 

x^^ x^ 

1 


F^ 


X^ Xi 


X^X2X2\ X 0102* ..0/7 


( 2 ) 


‘'i 

X^ X-^ X2 

where 0^ is all expression of the form (1) with 0^ written for 6. 

For any assigned point {x^,X2,x^, the equation (1) in 9 has three 
real roots (A, /x, v) lying in the intervals 

Cl > A > 63 > F > ^3 > ( 3 ) 

These correspond respectively to the hyperboloid of two sheets, the 
hyperboloid of one sheet, and the ellipsoid of the system passing 
through the point, and are called its confocal coordinates. From the 

identity ^ ^ x| (e-X)(0-^)(e-v) 

^ g — Q\t^ 0\/^ D\> 


{e^-e){e^-e){e,-ey 


we have by partial fractions 

(ei— A)(ei— /i)(Ci- 


xl 


-v) 


etc. 


(% ^ 2 )(^l ^3) 

On substituting the expressions ( 4 ) and ( 5 ) for the several factors of 
F in (2), the expression F breaks up into a product of three similar 
factors 


F - CE(X)E{fi)E{v), 


(6) 


t G. H. Halphen, Fonctions elliptiques, ii. 457-531 ; E. T. Whittaker and G, N. 
Watson, Modern Analysis, 636-78; E. W. Hobson, Spherical and Ellipsoidal 
Harmonics, 454-96; P. Humbert, Memorial des sciences math6matiqucs, x (1926); 
M. J. O. Strutt, Ergehnisse der Mathematik, I, 3 (1932). 
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E{d) = n {e-eiY<P(e) {Ki = 0 or i), 

i-1 


( 7 ) 


p(e) ^ {Q-e^){e-e^),..{e-ej. ] 

We now make the well-known transformation of Laplace’s equa- 
tion to confocal coordinates, 

dX . dfi , dv 


Xi A — fjL — V — 


ds^ 


=2 


xj 




dfidv^ ^ 


2 

's;^ dfidv r a:f 1 

(A — fx){v — A)(^A^ dX^ 

2 ^ 4(A— ei)(A— e2)(^~^3) ^ ’ 

v ‘^ '■‘‘"■*•2 ![/*;,. f ] 

-2 i 535^5 l [ v / wf ]. 

where /(0) = 

On dividing by F, we get from V^F = 0 the equation 

r/(A)i?''(A)+|f(A)A’'(A)] 


2 


m) 


= 0. 


This implies that we can find (A, B) to satisfy the relations 
/(A)^"(A)H-i/'(A)i?'(A) 


E(X) 


= A\+B, 


-- E{g,) 

f(v)E"(v) + l f\v)E '(v) ^ 
E(v) 


( 8 ) 


( 9 ) 

( 10 ) 

( 11 ) 

( 12 ) 


( 13 ) 


The last two equations show that {A,B) cannot depend on A; and 
similarly they cannot depend on fx^v, so that they are numerical 
constants. Thus E(6) satisfies a linear differential equation of the 
second order 

mE\e)+\r{0)E\e)-^{AQ+B)E{e)==o, iu) 

which is called Lame's equation. 
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This is an equation of the Fuchsian class having four regular 
singularities, kt 6 — the exponents are (0, |), while at ^ = oo the 
indicial equation is 

4p(p+l)-6p-4 = 0. (15) 

But, if n is the degree in the Cartesian coordinates of the expression 
V in (2), the corresponding solution (7) belongs to the exponent 

— \n at infinity; and since this must satisfy (15), we must have 

A=n(n+l), (16) 

where is a positive integer. 

If n is even, E{S) must be a function of the first or third types, 
having (k^) all zero or two of them equal to i; if is odd, E( 6 ) must 
be of the second or fourth types, having one or three of (/c^) equal to 
In each case it is convenient (following Crawford )f to expand the 
polynomial P(d) in descending powers of {O—e^)^ 

Solutions of the First Type. The solution belonging to the exponent 

00 

— ^n at 6 = CO can always be written E( 6 ) = 2 

r — 0 

this will not jbe a polynomial unless n is an even integer and B is 
properly chosen. We write the equation in the form 

4 :{ 6 --e 2 )^E" -\~ 6 ( 6 —e 2 )^E' —n(n + 1 )( 6 —e 2 )E-\- 

-f" 1262(^ — c^^E *4” 12e2(^ — c^E^ — l) 62 ]^~f“ 

+r{e2)[(e-e2)E"+iE'] == 0, (17) 

and obtain the recurrence formulae 

2(2n~l)c^+\_B+n[l-~2n)e.^CQ — 0, ^ 
(2r+2)(27^— 2r— l)c,+i+[i?+7i(l — 2 ?^)e 2 + (18) 

+ 12r(7^— OcaK— i/'(€ 2 )(r^— 2r+l)(7i— 2r+2)c^_i -- 0. j 

The necessary and sufficient condition for E(d) to be a j3olynomial 
of degree m = is — 0. For this automatically gives 
^m +3 ~ Now if Cq = 1, is a polynomial of degree r in 

and so B must satisfy an algebraic equation of degree (m+ 1). It was 
proved by Lam6, and then more simply by Liouville, that the values 
of B are real and unequal. For the relations (18), where /'(Cg) < 0, 
show that (c^) is a Sturm sequence of polynomials in B, and that 
and take opposite signs when = 0. No changes of sign 
are lost in the sequence as B varies, except when B passes through 

t L. Crawford, Quart. J. of Math. 27 (1896), 93-8, 29 (1898), 196-201. 
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a zero of the last polynomial of the set considered. But since 
the highest term of is a positive numerical multiple of (— 
we see by putting == ± oo that must change sign for (m+1) 
real values of B, 

Other Types of Solutions. If an expression of the form (7) is sub- 
stituted for E{d) in Lame’s equation, the equation satisfied by P(6) 
takes the form 

4(l9-e2)3P''+(47^— 8m+6)(<9-eo)2P'-2m(2?i-2m+l)(<9-C2)P+ 

+ l2e^{e-e^fP''+ [{8w- 16m+ 12 ) 65 + e]{e-e^)P'-B*P+ 

+/'(e2)[{^-e2)^‘'+(i+2K5)P'] = 0, (19) 
where m — k^— k^— k^) and 

+ (2^i+2ac2+8/Ci /C 2)(e2— 63). (20) 

00 

If we expand in a descending series P(^) = ^ ^,.(^—62)"*“^, we get 

r = 0 

the recurrence formulae 


2(2n— l)Ci+[^P*+^(4m— 871)62— 8m 2 = 0, 

( 2r + 2 ) ( 277 — • 2r — 1 )c,. +1 + [p * + (m — r ) ( 4m 4r — 877 )e2 — 

-8(m-7*) 2 ^ieJc,--/X62)(m--r+l)(m-r+H2«:2K-i == 
i = l J 




(21) 


} 


As before, = 0 is the necessary and sufficient condition for 
P(^) to reduce to a polynomial, and this is satisfied for (m+1) 
distinct real values of P. 

The Lame functions of any given order and type, corresponding 
to distinct parameters (P,.), are linearly independent. For if we had 
2 E^(d) = 0, we should obtain also 


[ d^ d 

m^, + ir(^)^Q-n{n+l)e]^ 2AE,{d)^2^rB^E,(e)^0, ( 22 ) 

for all positive integers h\ and this would imply = 0. 

If n is even, we have \(n+2) independent solutions of the first 
type and §77 of the third; if n is odd, we have |(77+1) solutions of 
the second type and J(77— 1) of the fourth. This gives in either 
case (277+1) ellipsoidal harmonics, which is the same as the number 
of independent spherical harmonics of order n. These ellipsoidal 



LAMP’S EQUATION 


158 


Chap. IX, § 36 


harmonics are themselves linearly independent. For if we had an 
identity ^ (7^ = 0, we could write it in the form 

2 CMmiAEM ^ 0 ; 

and, if fiyV are fixed, this is an identity between Lame functions 
2 Er{X), which has been proved to be impossible. 

We note that the same value of B cannot give two Lame functions 
of distinct types and of the same order n. For they would have to 
be independent principal branches, belonging to distinct exponents 
(k^) and (i—Ki) at each of the points 6 = and in the one case the 
positive integer n would be even, and in the other odd. 

Zeros of Lam6 Functions.! The polynomial P{6) cannot have a 
double zero; for otherwise the differential equation would show that 
it must vanish identically. Accordingly, if P{d^) = 0, we have 
P'{6j) 0; and so (19) can be written 


, V = 0 


(23) 


If P(d) s {6—d^)Q^{d), we have 

' P-id,) ^ 2Q:(0,) _ V 2 . 

Pn) QAOr) 

and so (23) becomes 


(24) 




ii+«i) _ 

{S'r- 


= 0 (r — 1, 2,..., 7n). 


(25) 


If any of the roots (6^) are complex, let 9^ be the one with the 
numerically greatest imaginary part (say positive). Then every term 
of the relation (25) corresponding to r = 1 would have an imaginary 
part with the same sign (say negative); and, since this is impossible, 
none of the roots can be imaginary. 

Again, suppose any of the roots are greater than e^; if 9^ now 
denotes the greatest root, every term of the relation corresponding 
to r — 1 would be positive; and, since this is impossible, no root can 
be greater than and similarly none can be less than e^. 

We shall show that, for each value k = 0, l,2,...,m, there is one 
polynomial P{9) whose roots are distributed in the following manner 

^ 7 > ^2 ^ ... 7 > 7 > ^2 ^jc+i 'A> 63 . ( 26 ) 


t E. Heine, Kugelfunktionen (1878), 382; F. Klein, Math. Ann. 18 (1881), 237-46; 
T. J. Stieltjes, Acta Math. 6 (1885), 321-6; G. Polya and G. Szegd, Aufgaben und 
Lehrsdtze (1925), ii. 57-9, 243-5. 
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For as (Oj.) vary in the intervals (26), the expression 

__ m 3 

n=nni^r-eip"‘- n \^r-o,i (2?) 

r = l i = l l<Kr<m 

is bounded and continuous. It therefore has a maximum, at which 
the conditions (25) are satisfied. The polynomial 

/(0)[P''(0)+ g P'(e)j (28) 

then vanishes at every zero of P(6)y and so must be of the form 
{A6-{-B)P(6), and we get a Lame function. 

Stieltjes interprets (25) as the conditions of equilibrium of a system 
of collinear particles. Three of these have masses (i+/cj and fixed 
coordinates (e,^, and m have unit mass and variable coordinates 
(Oj.). If they repel one another directly as their masses and inversely 
as their distances apart, there will clearly be a position of equili' 
brium where k of the movable particles lie in one interval and {m—h) 
in the other. 

37. Introduction of Elliptic Functions 

Uniformization. We may now drop the physical interpretation, 

and consider as a purely analytical problem the solution of Lam6’s 

equation 
' 

f{x) s 4 n {x-Ci) ~ Ax^-g^x-g^ (2 = 0 ). I 

Further progress depends on the introduction of elliptic functions, 
and we use the Weierstrassian form defined by 

00 

. = , 2 , 

X 

Suppose first that (e^) are real (e^ > eg > 63). Then (2) is the Schwarz- 
Christoffel formula giving the conformal representation of the upper 
half-plane of x upon a rectangle in the plane of u. We construct a 
Riemann surface covering the :r-domain, with winding points at 
X == Cj, Cg, 63, 00. When x describes a circuit about one of these points, 
the analytical continuation of u ~ u(x) is given by the principle of 
symmetry. We thus obtain a pattern of rectangles covering the 
-w-plane without overlapping. The path in the ?4-plane corresponding 


V(/W}^ ■~[n(n-\-l)x+B\y = 0, 
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to any given closed circuit in the rr-plane can be determined without 
ambiguity; and, conversely, each value of u gives a unique value of 
X, so that X — p{u) uniform analytic function. We make the 



domains correspond as in the figure, and oy^ being the positive real 
and positive imaginary semi-periods of the elliptic functions, and 
(aii+a> 2 +w 3 ) = 0 . We have and from ( 2 ) we have 

u ^ 0 ?“"^ {x -> oo), u—oji — 0[(a;— (x -> e^.). (3) 

Thus = 0 is a double pole of and u = di double zero of 
{(p{u)—e^. We can express the radicals (x—e^)^ as uniform functions 
of u by the well-known formulae 


[piu)-ei]i 


e^Vi^a{u-i-coi) 


(4) 


cr(u)a((0{) 

These relations still hold when (e^) are complex. f Each period 
parallelogram of sides ( 2 a>i, 2 a> 3 ) contains two complete pictures of 



Fia. 5. 


the a;-plane. The triangle ( 0 , 2cui, contains one complete repre- 
sentation of the plane bounded by three curvilinear cuts from 
a; = to a; = oo. If we take any value of x and an initial value of 
u within this triangle, then when x describes a circuit about gg? 
or 63 , u is transformed into {2aji—u)j or the 

reflections of the initial point in the mid-points of the sides of the 
triangle. 

t For a detailed study see C. Jordan, Coura d" analyse, ii. 413-29. 
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Lame’s equation now takes the form 

- \n{n+ 1 )p(u ) + B]y =0. (5) 

The singularities x = e^, with exponent-difference have become 
ordinary points, by virtue of the relations (4). The point x = co 
corresponds to singularities at the lattice -points u ^ 0 (modulis 
2a>i, 2 a> 3 ). At u ~ 0, we have p{u) ^ the indicial equation is 
now {p-\-n)(p — n—1) ~ 0, the exponents being doubled. If n is an 
integer, the exponent-difference (27^+1) is also an integer. But since 
(5) is invariant when we change the sign of u, one solution contains 
only odd and the other only even powers of u. Thus the complete 
primitive of (5) is free from logarithms everywhere and is a uniform 
analytic function of u. 

Special Cases. Suppose first that B has a special value giving the 
Lame function 

= E{p(u)} 

3 m 

= n n {p(w)-^r} 

r = l 

[ (T(u^+u)a(Ur—u)'] . . 

aiuHoj.f J I I L j’ ^ ^ 

where = 0 or | . 

This is a uniform function of u having 7i-tuple poles at the lattice- 
points u 0 and n zeros in each period -parallelogram. The eight 
types are distinguished by whether they do or do not vanish at 
u — or by whether (2ai^) are full periods or semi-periods. In all 
cases is an even doubly -periodic function with periods (2cui, ^c^a)- 
The second solution is now given by the usual formula 

y = 4>{'u) J (7) 

To effect the integration, we must resolve the integrand into its 
principal parts at the poles. Let u a he any zero of ^{u)y so that 
u ~ —a is also a zero. We must have ^ 0, or would 
vanish identically; and the differential equation (5) gives = 0. 

From this it readily follows that the residue of [<^(7^)]“^ is zero; and 
since [(^(O)]-^ — o we get the expression 

{4>(u)y^ = 2 «)— p(«)] 

Y 
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summed over the n poles in a period-parallelogram. We now obtain 
by integration 

y = -mu) 2 m{a)]-\^(u-a)+l{u+a)-\-2up{a)] 

= -m I (9) 

There are m pairs of identical terms arising from poles other than 

U = (x)i. 

As in the case of Legendre’s equation, we know in general the 
coefficients of the Lame function, but not its factors. But the second 
solution can be found by the method of undetermined coefficients, 
without knowing the roots of the first. For the expression (9) is of 
the form 

y = n {p{u)—ei]'*‘P{p{u)}{Lt,(u)+Mu]-\- 

+ fl (10) 

i-l 

where P is a known polynomial of degree w, and Q an unknown one 
of degree {n—m—l), and where X, M are constants. If we substitute 
the cxpresi^ion ( 10 ) in Lame’s equation and remove the factors 
IT have a polynomial of degree {n—m) which must 

vanish identically. This gives (n— -m-fl) conditions determining the 
ratios of X, M and the coefficients of Q. 

Halphen’s Transformation. Every Lame function is an elliptic 
function of u, admitting ( 2 a>i, 2 a> 3 ) either as full periods or as semi- 
periods. If we put u — 2v, it is an elliptic function of v with periods 
( 2 a>i, 2 ^ 3 ) and is rationally expressible in terms of p{v) and p\v). 
In fact the irrationals (x—eg)^ are removed by means of the identities 
of the type 

[p( 2 v)-ei]‘ = [p^v)-2eip{v)-el-e2e3]lp'{v). ( 11 ) 

The Lame function y — ^{u) = is either an even or an odd 
function of v, according as n is even or odd. It has four poles of 
order n in each period-parallelogram, at the lattice-points v 
ct>i, 0 ) 2 , If we multiply it by three of the poles are can- 

celled, and we have in all cases an even function of v with poles of 
order 4?^ at the lattice-points = 0 . The resulting function must 
therefore be a polynomial of degree 2n in p{v). 

Accordingly Halphen puts in (4) 

u = 2v, y = [p'{v)]-”z, 


( 12 ) 
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and obtains for z the equation 

dH 


dv^ p\v) dv 


But we know that 


and so (13) becomes 


= ^[n{n-\-\)§)(2v)-{-E]z, 

p[2v)+2p(v ) = 


dv^ p'{v) dv^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


If now we put ^ 

,d^z 


p{v), we have (with our previous notation) 


, dz 




0 . 


(13) 

(14) 


(15) 


(16) 


This is an equation of the Fiichsian class with four singularities; the 
exponents arc (0, ?^+|) at each of the points | — and 
(~2n,\—n) at ^ ~ oo. Following Crawford’s procedure, we may 
expand the solution belonging to the exponent —2n at | = oo in 
the form oo 

2 = 2cr(f-e2p-, (17) 

r-=0 

and obtain the recurrence formulae 


(w— |)Ci+B*Co = 0, 1 

(r+l)(M— r)c^+i+[5*+3r(2w— r)e 2 ]c,— | (18) 

— J/'(e 2 )( 2 w+l— >•)(«+ 2 ->')c,-i = 0 (r=l,2,...), J 

where ~ B-\-n{l — 2 n)e 2 . 

The necessary and sufficient condition that z should be a poly- 
nomial is C 2 n+i = 0, which entails = 0 (r > 2n). If Cq = 1, is a 
polynomial in B of degree r, so that there are (271+1) special values 
of B corresponding to the Lame functions of different types. If 
0 < r < 27^+l, and — 0 for some value of B, then c^_i and 
have opposite signs, except when r ~ n, when and have 
the same sign. A Sturm sequence of polynomials is, however, formed 
by the set 

and we can prove that the values of B are real and distinct. 

Brioschi’s Solutions. If is half an odd integer, the exponent- 
difference is an integer and the solution is in general logarith- 

mic. But for certain special values of B we have algebraic solutions; 
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these were discovered by Brioschi, but are most simply exhibited 
by the analysis of Halphen and Crawford. Putting n = (m+ 1) in 
(18), we have the recurrence formulae 


-- 0, \ 

(r+l)(m— r)c^^i+[B*+3r(2m+l— r)e 2 ]r^— I (20) 

'-J/'( 62 )( 2 ^+ 2 -^)(^+l-/-)^r-i = 0 (r 1, 2,...), J 

where B* = B—m{2m-{-l)e2. 

The critical equation of the set is 


[£*+3m(TO+l)e2]c„-J/'(e2)(TO+2)c„_i = 0, (21) 

where does not appear. If the solution is free from logarithms, 
the first (m+1) equations must be compatible, so that B satisfies 
an equation of order (m+ 1). When this is the case, Cq and may 
be arbitrarily assigned, and it turns out (owing to the vanishing of 
a certain determinant) that ~ 0 (r > 2m+l), so that the solu- 
tion is a polynomial. The exjilanation of this is the fact that, if 
(^(u) is a solution of (4), then ^(^^+ 20 ^ 2 ) is another solution. In terms 
of V, these solutions are respectively 

(22) 

r = 0 

2/2 = [P'{V + <02)]~’'- 

r = 0 


(-)” 


Jiei—eiXe^—eslp'iv) 


[p(»)-e2]2 

n~^ 


-n 'Ll-! 


’ ,-4 L 


h) 


-\2n~r 




(23) 


If we put Cr = (^ 2 — Ci)’'(e 2 — C3)’'C2m+i-r (>■ < 2m+l), 

= 0 (r > 2m+l), 

in (20), it is found that the formulae for (c') are of the same form 
as those for (c^). Thus the one condition satisfied by B gives two finite 
and compatible sets of equations for (Co,Ci,.--j^^ 2 m+i)> then 
— 0 (r > 2m-fl). 


38. Oscillation and Comparison Theorems 

A General Orthogonal Property. If are distinct solid ellip- 
soidal harmonics, we have by Green’s theorem 

rdVA 




( 1 ) 
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the integral being over an ellipsoid of the confocal system and the 
derivatives along the outward normal. In confocal coordinates 
we have therefore 



and on expressing the ellipsoidal harmonics as products of Lame 
functions, we get (on the ellipsoid v — constant) 

^{f{v)}[E,(v)E^(v)-E,{v)E[{v)] X 

X J J {X-^.)E,(X)E,(^c)E,{X)EM 

If we now put v) = p(^)}, we have w = constant 

on the ellipsoid. The factor depending on w does not vanish identi- 
cally unless Ei(v) ezh E2(v), which is excluded. Hence we have the 
relation 

a»i + 4co3 CO3 + 4CO 

J J [p{u)—p{v)]<f>i{u)<l>i(v)<j>2{u)4>2(v) dwiv = 0, ( 4 ) 

Ct>l CU3 

between any two distinct Lame functions. On a fixed ellipsoid we 
have > §){u) > 63 > piv) > e^, and p(u)y p(v) will be real if we 
assign to u a fixed real part coi and to v a fixed imaginary part 0)3. 
The range of integration covers the entire surface twice. 

Functions of the Same Order. If the functions are of the same 
order Uy but belong to unequal parameters we have 

^1{U) = [n(n+l)p{u)+B^],f>^{u), I 

and hence by cross -multiplication 

b 

( 5 ,— £ 2 ) J (f,i(u)<f> 2 {u) du = ( 6 ) 

a 

Since Lam6 functions of all types admit the periods ( 4 aji, Icog), we 

a-h4ajf 

J ™ fi (^1 ^ E 2 ). (7) 

a 

The eight types of Lame functions are characterized by three 
boundary conditions of the form 

== 0 or ^'(a>,) - 0 (i -- 1 , 2 , 3 ), 


(8) 
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according as they do or do not vanish at the lattice -points ^ 

For two functions of the same order and the same type, we have 
from (6) the relation 

<f>,(u)Uu)du = 0 {i,j= 1,2,3). (9) 

Oi{ 

From this we infer that the critical values of B are real (as has 
been otherwise proved already). For if the two functions corre- 
sponded to conjugate imaginary values of B, their product would 
not change sign on the segment parallel to the real axis joining 
and (a>34-wi); and the relation (9) would be impossible. 

Oscillation Theorems.*!* Upper and lower bounds for the critical 
values of B, and further information about the zeros of the Lame 
functions can be obtained very simply and directly by the methods 
of Sturm and Liouville. The parameters (e^) being real and 2 ~ 

let (f>{u)ho any Lam6 function and B the corresponding critical value 
of the parameter. We can choose a coefficient c so that Y = C(f>(u) 
shall be real in the interval {63 <. (p{u) <. 62}, where the imaginary 
part of u rehiains fixed and equal to a half-period, say == 0; 

we put X = (u—co^) and consider the graph of a point whose 
Cartesian coordinates are (X, F). If d^YjdX^ and Y have the same 
sign, the curve is convex towards the axis of X; in any interval 
where \n{n-\-\)p{u)-\-B^ remains positive, the curve cannot cross 
the axis more than once, after which Y, dY jdX, d^ Y /dX^ all retain 
the same sign and the curve moves steadily away from the axis. 
Such a curve cannot represent a real periodic function with the period 
4coi, and so the minimum values of the expression in the interval 
must be negative, i.e. [n(7i+l)e3+jB] < 0. But similar reasoning 
applied to the real curve traced by the point c'(f){uy\ in the 

interval [e^ < p{u) < ej shows that \n{ 7 i-\-\)ey-\- B'\ > 0. Hence all 
the critical values lie in the interval 

1) (62+63) <. B <C 71(71-}- l)(6i+ 62). (10) 

Now let B^ > be two of the (27i+l) critical values, and 
{(l>i(u),(l)j{u)} the corresponding Lam6 functions. By means of (6) 
we can prove that the zeros of separate those of <t>i{u) in the 
interval [e^ > p{u) > 63}, the situation being reversed in the interval 

t M. Bocher, Lea Mdthodes de Sturm (1917) ; Die Reihenentwickelungen der Potential- 
theorie (1894) ; F. Klein, Oeaammelte mathematische Abhayidlungen, ii. 612-600. 


iOf 
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{^1 > PM > ^2}- u = tty b he adjacent zeros of (l>i{u) in the 

range 

0 <C! Cl a»3 <C b a>3 <C coj, 63 <C p{ci) p{^) ^ ^ 2 * 

We can make (l)i{u) real and positive on this segment, and let us 
suppose (if possible) that <f>j(u) does not change sign in the interval, 
say (l)j(u) > 0. Then the relation 

b 

{B-Bj) J ^,(u)^j(u) du = ^^{bmb)-<}>^(a) 4 ,[(a) (12) 

a 

gives a contradiction. For the left-hand side is positive; but at 
the end-points > 0, < 0, <f)^{a) > 0, </»^(6) > 0, so that 

the right-hand side is negative. Thus must have a zero in the 
interval, and a similar argument applies to the segment where 
{ea < p{<xi) < ej. 

By considering the two segments, we can arrange in order the 
( 2 n-f 1 ) Lame functions corresponding to the sequence 

(Bi > ^2 > ... > 

For example, if n — 2 , we find two functions of the first type 
[p(w)zt^]5 where 6 is the positive root of ( 126 ^— g2) “ three 

of the third type and the sequence is 

{p{u)-e},^[{p{u)-Ci]{p{u)-e^],^[{p{u)-e;){p{u)-e^)], 

'^[{p{u)-e^{p{u)-es}'], {p{u)+e}. ( 13 ) 

The zeros of solutions of Lame’s equation for other than critical 
values of B have been considered by other methods by Hodgkinson.f 

39. The General Equation of Integral OrderJ 
Multiplicative Solutions. We saw in § 37 that, if is a positive 
integer but B is unrestricted, every solution of 

'^^—{n{n+\)p{u)+ E]y = 0 (1) 

is a uniform analytic function of u. When u increases by the period 
2a>i, the equation resumes its initial form; hence is a solution, 

then /(w+ 2 cai),/(i^+ 4 cai),... are also solutions. If they are not all 
multiples of the same solution, any three of them must be linearly 

t J. Hodgkinson, J. of London Math. Soc. 5 (1930), 296—306. 

J C. Hermite, (EuvreSf iii. 118-22, 266-83, 374-9, 476-8; iv. 8-18; F. Brioschi, 
Comptes renduSf 86 (1878), 313-16. 
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connected; and so we have an identity 

f{u-{-4:a}i)-\-2ocf{u-\-2a)i)-\-pf(u) = 0. (2) 

Now we have = 1; for when u is changed to {u-\-2o)^, the Wron- 
skian W[f{u-{-2a)i)J(u)'\ becomes 

W[f(u+4aj,)J{u+2c.,)] == ,SW{J(u+2oj,)J{u)l (3) 

But we know that its value is constant, and so the multiplier ^ — 1, 
(i) If 1^ the equation (A^+^aA+l) — 0 has unequal roots 
and (2) can be written 


(4) 


[/(M+4co,)-/4-V(M+2a)i)] = ^l{f(u+2a}^)-n-^f{u)], 
or [f(u+4(Oj)-fif(u+2a}i)] = fi-y(u+2wi)-ixf(u)]. 

Thus [f(u-\-2coi)—iJi-^f{u)] and [f{u+2o)j)—fjLf(u)\ are linearly inde- 
pendent solutions admitting the multipliers respectively for 

the period 2coi, If called the other must be a multiple of 
(f>{—u); for if <^(2^+2a>i) =• then ^(— 2a>i) " 

Now consider the solution (l){u-]-2co^); we must be able to express 
this in the form 

(f){u+2o)^) = a(l){u)+b(f>(—u)y (5) 

and we no# have two alternative expressions for 

(f>{u+2coi+2o}^) = aix(l>{u)+bfi~m—u), \ 

= fji[a<l){u)+b(f>{—u)]. 1 


Since this is a single -valued function and ^ I, wc must have 
b ~ 0; hence (l>{u-{-2oj^) — v(f){u) say, and so <f>{u) admits the multi- 
pliers (fJL,v), and <l>(—u) the multipliers for the periods 

(2a>i, 20^3). 

(ii) If OL^ = I, we can find at least one solution such that 
(l){u-i- 2a)i) — ±(f>(u). If we repeat the argument with 
^(t^-f-4a>3), we obtain either two distinct solutions with unequal multi- 
pliers (v,v-^) for the period 2ct>3 and the same multiplier for the 
period 2ct)^, or at least one solution with multipliers (zhljitl) for 
the two periods. This is a doubly -periodic function with periods 
4CO3), in the least favourable case, and so is a Lame function, 
which we know how tox5onstruct. 

There cannot be two independent doubly -periodic solutions. For 
then every solution would admit {2o}-^, 2o)f) as full periods or semi- 
periods. In particular, the solution belonging to the exponent (/?< + 1) 
at = 0 would be everywhere bounded, and therefore constant, by 
Liouville’s theorem; and this is absurd. 
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In general is a doubly-periodic function of the second kind, 
and a method for constructing it was published by Hermite. An 
easier method, which we here follow, was given in Hermite ’s lectures 
and independently published by Brioschi. 

Product of Solutions. If are any solutions of (1), their 

product Y = 2 / 1^2 is found to be a solution of an equation of the 
third order 


du^ 


—‘i[n(n-\-l)p{u)-\-B] — — 2n(n+\)p'{u)Y = 0, 


(7) 


or, 11 


f, .(BY .(BY .dY 

/W^+S/Ws,+!/W3j- 

flY 

— 2n{n-\-l)Y - 


0 . ( 8 ) 


This has four regular singularities, three with exponents (0, 1, 1) at 
X = ei and one with exponents (n+ 1, J, —n) atx — co. Now suppose 
in particular that Y is the solution ^{u)<j>{—u)) this is an even doubly- 
periodic function having poles of order 2n at the lattice-points 
u ~ Oy and so it is a polynomial of degree n in x — p{u)y and must 
be of the form 

r = 2 eXx-e^Y-^. (9) 

r=0 

We now rewrite (8) in the form 

4(a;-~e2)3 7'"+18(:r---e2)3r'+[12-4^.(7i+l)](x--e2)F'-27i(7i+l)7+ 

+ 12e2(^— e2)^7'"+36e2(:r— ^ 2 ) 7 "— 4[j5+^(^+1)^2]^'+ 

+r{e2)[(^-e2)Y'"+iY"]=^0y ( 10 ) 

and find the recurrence formulae 


(1 — 3)^2 — = 0, \ 

2{r-\-l){r~2n){2r—2n+l)Cr^^-\-4:(r—n)[{2n^—n—^)e-2+ 1 ( 11 ) 

+ 3r(r— 27 ^) 62 — ^K+i/'(e 2 )(^—^)(^—^—i)(^”^—l)Cr-i 0 . j 

These evidently give = c^^ 2 , — ••• ~ we have the required 

polynomial; on resolving it into factors we have 


^ (f>(u)(l>{—u) = MJl {p{u)~p(u,)} 


(-) 


1 1 L ^ a2(^)(72(V) J* ^ 


The solution (f){u) of (1) cannot have a double zero without vanishing 
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identically; and <j){u) and cannot have a common zero unless 

they are multiples of one another; each would then have the multi- 
pliers (dzl> ±1) would be a Lame function, a case which is here 
excluded as it has been more simply discussed already. 

The Invariant. To complete the solution we require the Wronskian, 
which is a numerical constant 

W{cl>(-ul<l>(u)} = ct>(-u)(l>'(u)+cl>{u)<f>'(-u) = C. (13) 
We observe that 

~ (l)(—u)(l>'(u) — (j>{u)(l>'(—u), (14) 

and if we choose the notation in (12) so that (/){-{- Uj.) = 0, (f){—Uj.) ^ 0, 
we find <D'(+„^) = -$'(-«,) = = C. (15) 

The 2n zeros of <^{u) lying in a period-parallelogram can thus be 
divided into two sets, according as they give <\>'{u) ~ and the 
zeros of the one set belong to ^(u) and those of the other to 
We now have ^ 

^(u) ~ 0(U)' 

The exprepion on the right is an even elliptic function with 2n poles 
in each parallelogram and zeros of order 2n at the lattice -points 

~ 0. 

From (15) we see that the residues are ( + 1,-1) at (u^, —u^) 
respectively, and so we must have 


(16) 




(17) 


We now integrate and fix the constant of integration by putting 
u == 0, which gives 


<!>( 


>(«^ _ T'T r 

-W) i i [<71 


(M+Mr) 


and on combining this with (12) we have the required solution 


^(m) = (_)»/8Jfi 


n g( M— My ) ^ 

Ya(u)a(Ur) 


1 


(18) 


(19) 


40. Equations of Picard’s Typef 
Commutative Linear Transformations. We now consider more 
generally an equation 

t E. Picard, J./wr 90 (1880), 281-302; Traits analyse, iii. 437-53; G.Floquet, 
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whose coefficients are uniform doubly-periodic functions. Suppose 
that each singularity in a fundamental parallelogram has been 
examined, and that every solution has been found to be uniform. 
If {<f>i(u)} is any fundamental system of solutions, then 

2pa>i+ 2g'co3)} 

is another, (pyq) being any integers and ( 260 i, ^^ 3 ) ^ funda- 

mental periods. In terms of the original system we shall have 


{S): (l>i{u+2co^) = J^a^j(l>j(u) (i = 1,2,. .., 71 ), ) 

'n" ( 2 ) 

= (i -= 1,2,...,7i); 

j=i J 

and because are single-valued, the alternative forms of 

given hy 8T and TS are identical. 

Hence the product of the matrices may be written in either of the 
forms „ „ 

% =^2 (m= (3) 

71 

If we choose a different fundamental system ^ 

J^i 

matrices corresponding to (a^j) and (b^j) will be and 

(dij){bif){difj-'^, which are also commutative. If (jxf) are the roots of 
the characteristic equation A(A) = = 0, we may suppose 

S reduced to the Jacobian semi-diagonal form 


the notation (a^j) being retained schematically for the new coefficients. 
If A — is a root of multiplicity 7W, we can arrange the reduction 
so that 



n't = Pi = l,2,...,m), Pi¥^Pi (i = m+ 1,777+2,..., n). (5) 

We shall now show that the m solutions belonging to the charac- 
teristic root jLtj of 8 are permuted only among themselves by the 
other transformation T. 

n 

Consider first the expression <f)f^u-\-2(x)f) = ^ ^hs 

j^i 

Annales de VJScole Normale (3) 1 (1884), 181-238; C. Jordan, Cours d'analyse, iii. 
287-301. 
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be the last coefficient which does not vanish, so that 61 ^ ^ 0 , 
0 0‘ > 5 ). Then we shall find from (3) that 

(^) 

and this would give a contradiction if 5 > m, ^ /x^. Hence 
(j)^{u-\-2(x)^) is expressible in terms of the first m solutions. Suppose 
that this is also true of 02 (^+ 2 ci> 3 ),...,<^j^.(^x+ 2 a> 3 ); and that in the 
expression for ^/i;+i(^+ 2 a> 3 ) the last coefficient which does not vanish 
i® hk+Ds ^(/c+i)i = fi ( j > Then we shall have 

%+l)s ~ — ^{k+\)sl^s 

and again we find a contradiction if 5 > m, /x^ 7 ^ ^k^i- 

We can therefore resolve the fundamental system, first into sets 
belonging to each distinct characteristic root of S, and then further 
into sub-sets belonging to each distinct characteristic root of T. 
The solutions of a sub-set belonging to a particular pair of multipliers 
(/x,y) will then be permuted only among themselves in all trans- 
formations of the group. 

Construction of a Multiplicative Solution. It is not in general 
necessary to construct ab initio a complete system of n distinct 
solutions; for if f{u) is any solution, other solutions are given by 
/(ix+2a>i), /(^+4coi ),..., and we naturally choose as many of these 
as are linearly independent as part of our fundamental system. Let 

Ez/{ 2 x-|- 2 (^— l)coi} {i — 1,2,..., A:) be linearly independent, then if 
we have 

f(u-\-2kw-^ — a^f{u)+a2f{u-\-2o}-^)-\- (8) 
we begin by reducing to the canonical form the transformation, 

1,2,...,A:-1), j 
Yu = ®i2/i + ®2 2/2+”-+%2/A;- 1 

We can form at least one combination g{u) of these solutions, such 
that g{u+2oi)^ = ^Pplyliig Hi® same argument to 

g(u-{-2w^, g{u-\-4:Oi^)y,.., we can then always find one combination 
(j>(u), such that (j){u-\-2a)^ — and also (l>{u+2w^) = v^<j>(u). 

It will not be necessary to construct any entirely new solution 
until all solutions of the type/(tx-{- 2 pa>iH- 2 g^co 3 ) have been accounted 
for and shown to involve less than n independent solutions. 

Canonical Sub-sets. It was shown by Jordan that a sub-set 
belonging to the multipliers (p,, v) can be so chosen that the matrices 
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are both of Jacobi’s type 



0 

0 ...>| 

( ^ 

0 

0 ...^ 

^21 


0 ... 

^21 

V 

0 ... 




, T rrz 



^31 

\ • 


/X ... 

• / 

^31 

V . 

^32 

V 

• • / 


where err = ra. 

The theorem is obvious for a sub-set consisting of only one solution. 
We assunxe it true for a set of (k — 1), and prove it for one of k solu- 
tions. By operating within the sub-set as we did for the system as a 
whole, we can find at least one multiplicative solution such 

that ~ and (j>^{u+2cx}^) = v^{u). We choose 

as the first solution of the canonical sub -set, and retain (A;— 1) of 
the others to make up k independent ones altogether. We can now 
rewrite the transformations in terms of these solutions. If we ignore 
the first row and column of the matrix, we can reduce the trans- 
formation of the last (A;— 1) to the canonical form, because the 
theorem was assumed true for (A^— 1). When we add these relations 
(with the terms in on the right) to those expressing 
and ^i(t4-)-2ai3), the A;-rowed matrices will be in the required canonical 
form. 

Analytical Form of the Solution. The two multipliers (^a, v) being 
never zero, we can reduce both to unity by writing 
where x{'^) auxiliary function of the form 

X(«) H. (11) 

(t(u) 

For the relation == gives 

x{u+2ay,) = {i == 1, 2, 3); (12) 

and because 2(7y^a>3— Tygaij) = ^ 0, we can choose (a, 6) to 

make the multipliers corresponding to (2a>i, 2CO3) have any assigned 
values (/x,v). If we write 

A0('z^) ^ {i/f('w+2a>i) — ^{u)} and A*iIj(u) — {ifs(u-\-2oj >^) — 
the two transformations become 
Aiff^(u) = 0, A*^i('w) = 0, 

(13) 


where the matrices {A^^) and (J5^^) are commutative. 



174 


LAMlfi’S EQUATION 


Chap. IX, § 40 


It is evident that ^^(u) is a uniform doubly -periodic function of u\ 
we shall prove by induction that ifjk(u) is a polynomial of degree 
(A:— 1) in {u, whose coefficients are uniform and doubly -periodic. 

For this purpose, we take the periods in the order given by 
~ ^nd introduce the expressions 


a(u) - 

_ -o^iUu)+ViU 

(14) 

ITT 

iiT 


which have the properties 



li 

<1 

AAm) = 0, I 

(16) 

A*a(«) = 0. 

A*P{u) = 1. 1 


Any polynomial of the type in question can then be written in the 

{i+j<k), (16) 


where 


(0 0 ) 


Oc{(X — 1)...((X — A;-j- 1 ) 
Aa* — 

I = 0, 


= 0, 

= Pk-V 


[ ( 17 ) 


Suppose expressions of the required form have been found for 
at the next stage we are given the expressions 


The condition {Aij)(Bij) ~ is equivalent to 

A*AUu) = AA*Uu); 

and the relations (18) will be compatible if, and only if, 

n)(V+i, = IlilVi,;. 

Accordingly we now write 


(18) 


(19) 


^*(w) — (20) 

(i+i<A:) 

where = njlLi,, or (21) 

All these are given doubly -periodic functions, with the exception of 
17;^ oo» which is indeterminate. But the relations (18) now reduce 
to (AII^ QQ = 0 = oo), so that this is also a doubly -periodic 
function. The theorem thus holds for the A;th function if it holds 
for the (A)— l)th, and the induction is complete. 
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For the actual construction of the solutions, reference should be 
made to works on elliptic functions. 

EXAMPLES. IX 

1. Brioschi’s Identity. If Y = is the product of two solutions of 
Lamp’s equation, show that the equation of § 39 (7) has a first integral 

Show also that K = (yi-^ -yo^r-^ = 


2. Show that, in Jacobian elliptic functions. Lame’s equation may be 
written in either of the forms 


1 d'^y n(n4-l) 


^ = fc=»(nH-l).sn=«+£i'. 

y du- 


By changing the periods, reduce to Lame’s form the equation 

- ^ ^ ^ + lc^n(n -f 1 )sn2w + B. 

y du^ sn^u 

3. Whittaker’s Integral Equation. Show that the Lame functions of 
order n which are rational in snw satisfy the integral equation 


y{u) “ A J Pn{k^nuiinv)y{v) dv. 


[E. T. Whittaker, Proc. London Math, Soc. (2) 14 (1915), 260-8. j 

4. Lame-Wangerin Functions, (i) Show that Laplace’s equation V-F 0 
admits solutions of the type F — 'UT~^cosm(f)W{u,v), where, (rtr, s,^) are cylin- 
drical and (w, curv'ilinear coordinates, connected by the relation 

(xcr-fiz) 

w\.du‘ '^' dvA \2RF(u-^-iv)f ' 

(ii) Show that this has normal solutions IF = G{u)H{o) if F{w) -- sn 
enWf or dnz/;; and that G(?4) and //(?’) tlien satisfy Lame’s equation of order 
(m-i). 

(iii) In the most general transformation giving normal solutions, show that 

(^)" ^^* + BF^+0F^+DF+E. 

[A. Wangerin, Berliner Monatsber. (1878), 152-66; E. Haentzschel, 

Reduktion der Potentialglelchung (1893).] 

5. Pentaspherical Coordinates. If (Sj^.) are the powers of any point with 
respect to five mutually orthogonal spheres of radii {Rjc)y show that 


21 = »• Ik 
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mr 

T, V,Z 


= 4S^ + 4Rl, 


ds^ = 


2 (©(© = »».+“.■ 

X,v,z 

1 V 

4: Z,\R]c I * 

fc-1 


If V is homogeneous of degree fi in show that 
r» 5 

dw 






[G. Darboux, LeQotis sur les sysUmes orthogonaux (1910), 287-93; 

Principes de geomUrie analytique (1917), 379-404, 462-7.] 


6. CoNFOCAL Cyclides. If Xjc = ^^klRk (^fc) ^^^6 unequal, three surfaces 

{6 ~ A,/x,v) of the system 




0 , 


5 

where 2 
A: = l 


pass through any point. 

If P S 5 2 ek^k'fi^) - n (^— «*). prove tliat 

ft-l *: = ! 

„ l_ r(e^-X){e^-ix)(e,i-v) 

JVk) 


P V {X-ikKv-X)d\^ 
‘**‘~16Z /(A) 

A.fx.v 

V=F - il V 1 

- z, (A-U)(v-A) dX 

X,g,v 


[PW)}^]. 


V2p-i;4 = 5P-S/4 2 e|rr|-2F-5/* 2 

= P-5/*[3 2 efc - 5A - 5/1 - 5v), 

V2[P-*/‘^] = [3 2ft-5A-5/t-5v]P-M«^+16P-5/‘ 


/(A)||+i/(A)^ 

2 i , (A-/x)(f-a) 


7. Show that V^F — 0 is satisfied by F — P~y*E-^{X)E 2 {p)E^{v), if {Ei{x)} are 
all solutions of the equation 


[A. Wangerin, J.Jur Math. 82 (1876), 145-57; G. Darboux, loc. cit. 
or Comptes rendusy 83 (1876), 1037-40, 1099-1102; M. Bocher, Die 
Reihenentwickelungen der Potent ialtheorie (1894).] 


8. The Flat Ring. Cyclides of revolution of the family 

4ah^ (a^ — TCr^ — 2^2)2 (Q^2q_^2_|_22)2 

f -1 0 -( l / k ^) ^ 
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are given by ^ = sn^w, 6 — snHVf where 

(m+iz) = {alk')\6xi{u-\-iv) — k(ir\{u-\-iv)'\. 

If V“F -- 0, show that 

and that there are solutions V ~ wr~^ cos m<l>F{u)G{iv), where F{w), G{w) 

[E. G. C. Poole, Proc, London Math. Soc. (2) 29 (1929), 342-54; 

30 (1930), 174-86.] 


satisfy 
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41. Nature and Group of Mathieu’s Equationf 
Introduction. Just as BesseFs equation is a limiting form of 
Legendre’s, so Mathieu’s equation (which is now to be discussed) is 
easily derived from Lame’s. Let the latter be written in the Jacobian 
form 

^^^[n{n+l)kWu+B]y = 0 , ( 1 ) 

and let — A be kept fixed as ^ 0 and n -> oo. In the 

elliptic functions 2K -> n and 2iK' -> oo; the singularities, which are 
situated at the points u — {2j)K-\-{2q-\-l)iK'} recede to infinity, and 
we are left with the equation 

(A sin2M+£)2/ = 0, (2) 

du^ 

which is Mathieu’s equation. 

In celest/al mechanics there occurs the celebrated equation of Hill 


^ + [^o+20icos2^+202cos40+...]y = 0, 


of which Mathieu’s is a very special case. This equation was the 
occasion for the introduction into analysis of infinite determinants 
by Hill, and their subsequent justification by Poincare. In this 
problem, the coefficients of the equation are given and we have to 
determine the character of the solution. We here confine our atten- 
tion to the special case of Mathieu’s equation, where the difficulties 
regarding convergence are trivial and where the determinants are 
of the special type associated with continued fractions. 

The equation arose in a different manner in Mathieu’s problem of 
the vibrations of an elliptical membrane, and in analogous problems 
regarding the potentials of elliptic cylinders. We transform the two- 
dimensional wave equation 


dW dW _-^dW 
dx^ dy^ dt^ 


(4) 


t E. Mathieu, Liouville, J. de Math. (2) 13 (1868), 137-203 ; G. W. Hill, Acta Math. 
8 (1886), 1-36; H. Poincar6, Lea mAthodea nouvellea de la m^canique cileate {1893), 
ii. 228-80; E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson, Modern Analysis, ch. xix; P. 
Humbert, Memorial dea sciences mathematiques, x (1926); M. J. O. Strutt, Ergebniaae 
der Mathematik, i, 3 (1932). 
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to confocal coordinates {x+iy) = acosh(|+^7y), and look for normal 
solutions of the form F == We then have 

i^"(^) + WcOsh2fjF’(a _ -G\'q) + WGO^SO('q) 

F(^) “ ' G(rj) ’ ^ ^ 

and both sides of the equation must be equal to a numerical constant 
p, whose value is unknown. F(id) and G(6) will then both satisfy 
Mathieu’s equation 

g+(i,-PaW%= 0. (6) 


In most physical questions, V must be a single-valued function of 
position, and sop must be chosen so that G(7]) shall admit the period 
27 t. These periodic solutions are called Mathieu functions, and the 
attention of writers on mathematical physics has largely been con- 
centrated upon them for evident practical reasons. 

Group of the Equation. The equation (6) has no singularities 
except 8 = oo, so that every solution is an integral function of 9, At 
the ordinary point ^ = 0, two independent solutions are determined 
by the conditions {y 0,y' = 0) and (y = 0 , 2 /' 0). The equation 

being invariant when we change the sign of 6, one solution will 
involve only even and the other only odd powers of 6, say 

foi0)=M-0). A(0)^-A{-0). (7) 

Now the coefficients of (6) admit the period tt and the solutions are 
uniform functions of 9; in accordance with Floquet’s theory, we 
express the solutions /o(^+7r), /^(^-l-Tr) in the form 

Ue+n) = ccMe)+pu9), \ 

A(0+^) = rAm+SAm- I 


Since the Wronskian W{A(9),AW} must be a constant, we find on 
changing 9 into (fi+w) that 

aS~j3y =1. (9) 

We now combine (7) and (8), and obtain the transformation 


A(^-9) = ccU9)-PA(91 I 
A(^-e) = vA{9)-8M9). i 


On repeating this transformation, we must have the identical one 

ly(a-8), 8^-^) \0 !/■ ' 
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(i) If possible, let these relations be satisfied with (a— 8 ) 7 ^ 0 . 
Then p = y = 0 and ot — — 8 = ± 1 ; the relations ( 10 ) now reduce to 

either = /oW, /i(^-^)=/iW, | ,j 2 ) 

or = -ue), ^ -f,(e). j 

In the one case, every solution is even^ in the other odd in 0' es (0— Jrr). 
But this is impossible; for 6 — W is an ordinary point of ( 6 ), and on 
taking this as origin we find (by symmetry) that there is always both 
an odd and an even solution in 6\ In all cases, therefore, we have 


a== 8 . (13) 

The relations {oc^—Py) = 1 :x= (^S^—py) now follow automatically 
from (9) and (13). 

(ii) The multipliers of the transformation ( 8 ) are given by 

A2-2a:A+l 0, (14) 


and are unequal provided that oc^ 1. We write them (e'^, 
where a = cos rrh. The corresponding multiplicative solutions 
{AfQ{d)-\-Bfi{d)} are given by the condition 


y _A-s_ /yU 

B-X-a 


(15) 


since a = 8 . We may therefore write them as 

m - YW)+mo), I 
fi-e) s Y%{e)-mo). i 


Their product F(0) ^ f{d)f(—d) is an even function admitting the 
period tt, whose construction is the crucial step in Lindemann’s 
method of solution, based on the Hermite-Brioschi solution of 
Lamp’s equation. We can easily verify that 


Fid) = rm-ym ( 17 ) 


is the only independent expression of the type 


Fid) s {Afm+momfim+cnm 

such that F(0) — F(—9) = F{7r±6), 

In Hill’s method of solution we use the property that, if the 
multiplier belongs to f(d), then (f>(6) eee is an integral 

function of 6 with the period tt. It is therefore a single-valued 
analytic function of 2 ; ^ whose only singularities are z = 0 ,oo; 
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and so it is expressible as a Laurent series ^ We therefore 

n= —00 

have oo 

A6)= 2 c„e«<*+2")», (18) 

n— — oo 

where k is at first unknown. But Hill obtained and solved a trans- 
cendental equation for k, from the condition that the series (18) 
should converge. 

Periodic Solutions. If the coefficients of Mathieu’s equation are real, 
those of the linear transformation (8) are also real, and the character 
of the solution depends on the magnitude of a^. 

(i) If 0.2 > 1, the multipliers (A,A“^) are real and unequal; the 

expression f(0-i-2m7T) = then tends to infinity or zero for 

large integers m. Such solutions are called unstable. 

(ii) Jfoc^ < 1, the multipliers are conjugate imaginaries of modulus 
unity, and then \f{6-{-2m7r)\ = \f(0)\ for all integers m; such solutions 
are called stable. The values of h satisfying cos nh — oc are real, but 
not integers (since < 1). 

If h has a rational value h — r/s, where the fraction is in its lowest 
terms, the solutions both admit stt as a semi-period or full period, 
according as r is odd or even. For example, if a — 0, A = i, we have 

Ue+TT) = pA(e), A(d+u) = yue) (py = -i); (i9) 

and then we have, on repeating the operation, 

U9+27T) = M9+2^) =-- -M9), (20) 

SO that 277 is a semi-period of every solution. 

(iii) If OL^ — 1, the multipliers are given by (A±l)^ “ fi- From 
(9) and (13) we get py == 0; hence one at least of the solutions admits 
77 as a semi-period or as a full period. We find four types of periodic 
solutions 

2 «2>t cos 2W0, 2 sio 

2 «'2n+iCos(2«+ 1)0, 2 ^»2„+isin(2re+l)0. 

The four types are distinguished by their parity as even or odd 
functions of 6 and of (O—ln). 

Ince^s Theorem. t It was proved by Ince that there cannot be two 
independent solutions of period 77 or 277 . Suppose there are two 

t E. L. Ince, Proc. Cambridge Phil. Soc. 21 (1922), 117-20. 
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solutions, in sines and cosines of even multiples of 9 say. Then the 
recun-ence formulae wiU be = 0, 

(W)a2„-2+(2W-4j)+16w>2„+(W)a2„+2 = 0, 

6o == 0, 

(^^«^)^2n-2+(2W—4p+ 16/^2)62^ 4- = 0. 

If we eliminate the middle coefficient we get 

^2n-2 ^2n '^2n.-f-2 

where ^ ®27i ^2^+2“ ^2n ^2^+2* 

But since both series are to represent integral functions of 6, we 
must have, as n -> 00, 

^2n ^2n 

Hence Ag^j, = 0 for*all values of n; and in particular Aq .= 0. 

This relation and the relations (23) can only be satisfied if one of the 
assumed solutions vanishes identically. A similar proof applies to 
series of odd multiples of 9. 

Since y cannot vanish together, the invariant factors of the 
characteristic matrix are 1]. The fundamental solutions can 

then be reduced to the canonical forms 

2/1 y2-m^)+g{^\ (25) 

where f{9), g{9) are integral functions of opposite parity, with the 
same minimum period tt or 2^, 

42. The Methods of Lindstedt and Hill 
Continued Fractions. In considering Lame’s equation, it was 
mathematically convenient to solve first the cases of greatest 
physical interest, where there is a periodic Lame function expressible 
in finite terms. But when we pass to Mathieu’s equation (a confluent 
Lame equation of infinite order) there is no simple expression for the 
interesting solutions of period tt or 277; in the special cases, the 
periodic solution is about as intractable as the solution in the general 
case, and the associated non-periodic second solution much more 
so. We shall therefore begin with the problem as it arises in celestial 
mechanics, the coefficients of the equation 

^ + (©0+201 cos 2% = 0 

being known, but the solution not necessarily periodic. 




( 1 ) 
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We write a multiplicative solution in the form 

y = f (2) 

n= — 00 

and obtain the recurrence formulae 

<^1^2n-2 + [0o-(^+2^)^]C2n+^l<^2n+2 = 0, ±1, ±2,...). (3) 

Following Lindstedt, we use a method applied by Laplace in the 
theory of the tides on a rotating globe, and greatly developed by 
Kelvin, Darwin, and Hough. f Let us put for brevity 

^2n+2 T (^+2^)^— ©0. 

^2n+2 — ’ ■^2n K > 

^2n 

then the recurrence formulae may be written 

'^2w+2 “ ^2n “ • (^) 

^2n 

Let US choose any large value of n; then if is not small, «^ 2 n+a 
will be large and the subsequent ratios will tend to infinity. 

But we require a solution (2) which shall converge for all finite 
values of 6) and this is only possible if, for all large values of n, we 
have approximately 

^2n T- 0 ^)- (^) 

■^2n 

But we can now rewrite (5) in the form 


and obtain an expression as an infinite continued fraction 


'^2n — r r r *•* * ' ' 

■*-^2n ^2n+2 -^2n+4 

We now apply the same argument to the terms of (2) with negative 
indices; we now find ^ 

'^-27} +2 ~ ^~27L — “ y (^) 


and since u_ 2 n i^ust now become large for convergence, we get the 


expansion 


L_2n-2 ^-2n-4~ 


f Cf. H. Lamb, Hydrodynamics (5th ed.), 309-35. 
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Finally, we substitute the expressions (8), (10) for respec- 
tively in the relation . 

and so obtain the transcendental equation for li 




1 

1 1 


" 

A- 

-L^—Lq— 

l+[ ^ ^ ^ 



( 12 ) 


Hill’s Determinant. The relations (3) can in general be written 

" ^2n > ^2n 7 ^ / 


and we obtain an expression for the mth convergent of the continued 
fraction U 2 n — <^ 2 nl^ 2 n- 2 ^ using m successive equations (13) and 
putting in the last of them = b; on solving the modified 

system of linear homogeneous equations in (Cg^) we get 


where 


,(m) ^ —(XnK{n-\~l,n+m—l) 


1 

Pn 

0 

0 

0 

‘^ 71+1 

1 

+1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

• 

1 

0 

0 

0 


1 1 


(14) 


(15) 


If n remains fixed and 7^' -> oo, we have an infinite determinant of 
von Koch’s type.f We have 


K(n,n') = K{n,n'~l)—(x^^p^.^-i^K(n,n'--2), (16) 

and this shows that every term in K{n,n') occurs also in the product 

7 1' — 1 

Yl(^~~^r+iPr)} SO ^^0 determinant converges absolutely if 

r^n 

2 converges. This condition is satisfied, provided that there 

is no finite value of n for which L^n — 0; for, as n->co, we have 
oin = Pn — 0(n~^). We may therefore write (8) and the analogous 
formula (10) in the form 

^ c_a„ ^ CO, -w— 1) 

c^n-i k{n,a:>) ’ c_2„+2 k(—cc,—n) 


t H. von Koch, Comptes rendus, 120 (1895), 144-7. 
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(18) 


(19) 
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and we have in general 

C2n = ( — )%aia2...an^(^+l>00)/^(l>00), 

^-2n “ ( ^ i)/^( 1) 

The condition (11) may be written 

— ao^_i K(—co, --2)K(l,co)+K{—co, —l)^(l,oo) — 

—pQ(x_iK(—co, —l)K(2,co) = 0, 

which is the expansion in terms of the elements of the middle row 
of the doubly infinite determinant 

A(A) ™ K{—oo,oo) = 0. (20) 

This is a special case of HilFs determinant 

□ W^layl (i,i=0,±l,±2,...) j ^21) 

«n» = 1. «n(n+fc) = ««(«-*) = 0*/[0O-(^ + 2«)^]- / 

Should one or both of the numbers (^±0J) be an even integer, the 
corresponding — 0, and the relation (3) becomes 

(^2n-2+^2a+2) ~ 

In one row of the infinite determinant (or in two at the most) the 
triad of non-zero elements (a^, l,j8,,J must be replaced by (1,0,1). 
But we can still expand the modified determinant as a finite com- 
bination of convergent infinite determinants of von Koch’s type. 

Evaluation of A(/^), Let (m^), {7ij^) be any two sequences of positive 
integers tending monotonically to infinity, and consider the sequence 
of rational analytic functions of the complex variable h defined as 
the determinants 

Mh) = K(-m^,n^) (k ^ 1 , 2 ,...). ( 22 ) 

The poles of these functions are the points 

h==±et±2n (71 =- 0,1,2,...); (23) 

if these are all excluded by small circles of given radius p, we can 
show that the sequence {fjc{h)} converges uniformly in the rest of the 
plane, and so its limit A(^) is an analytic function of Ji, whose only 
singularities are poles at the points (23). Corresponding to {fjJJi)} 
we construct as non-analytic functions of h the products of positive 
terms 


IT {1+Kl+Ii3rl}- 

r==~mk 

B b 


(24) 


4064 
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fc'); ) 


(26) 


Now we have always 

IA(A)| < P,(A), 

< PAh)-pm {k < k'. 

for in each case the modulus of every term on the left occurs among 

the terms on the right, which are all positive. Accordingly the uni- 

00 

form convergence of 2 {KI+li^rD domain, which implies 

r= — 00 

that of the sequence {PjJJi)]y also ensures that of the sequence of 
analytic functions {fjc{h)}y whose limit A(^) will (by Weierstrass’s 
theorem) be a uniform analytic function of A. Now in this instance 
we have 

M+m = 


2|0il 
|(A+2r)2- 

|0il 


■0ol’ 


< , |0jl (26) 

- |A+2r+0*|2'^|A+2r-e*p- ^ ’ 

Now among the terms \h-\-2r-{-Ql\ {r — 0, dilv)> there is at most 
one numerically smaller than unity, which is itself not smaller than 
p outside the system of circles. Accordingly we have 


2 {h.l+i^rl} < 2|0,|{i^+ 2 


j' 




I0.ll 

uniformly in the said region; and so 


2 77 * 


]■ 


A(h) = ]im f^{h) 

k-*co 


(27) 


(28) 


is a single -valued analytic function, whose only singularities are 
at the points (23). By renumbering or rearranging the rows and 
columns of the determinant, we now find 


A(-h) = A{h)y A{h+2) = A(k). (29) 

Thus A(^) is an even periodic function, with the period 2; its values 
everywhere are deducible from those in the strip 0 E(h) < 1. 
But in this strip the expression Z = cos irh assumes once every value 
in the plane of Z, cut from — oo to —1 and from 1 to oo. Hence 
A(A) is a uniform analytic function of cos irhy which is also an even 
analytic function of h with the period 2. The points (23) are those 
where coBrrh = cos 770 J; and as h approaches one of these points, 
one or at most two factors of the product (24) tend to infinity, but 
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in such a manner that [cosTri^ — cos7r0j]Pco(^) remains bounded. A 
fortiori j the expression [costtA — cos 7r©J]A(/t) remains bounded also; 
and so A(^^), regarded as a function of costt^, has a pole of the first 
order only. If K is the residue there, the function 


if>(h) - AW- 


K 

[cos ttJi — cos 7r0^] ’ 


(30) 


remains bounded for all finite values of A. But if A -> ioo, A(A) -> 1 
and the second term in (30) tends to zero; and since = <^(^)) 

we see that (}){h) is everywhere bounded, and therefore is a constant, 
by Liouville’s theorem. 

Hence we have finally 


^(h) = 1 


K 


[costtA — cos ttQ^J 


(31) 


The coefficient K is determined by substituting any convenient value 
of h, such as ^ = 0, which gives 

K = [A(O)-1][1-cos770J]. (32) 


The equation A(h) = 0 is thus equivalent to 

sin^jTr/i = A(0)sin2i7r©J. (33) 


This equation may be read in two ways. In the astronomical problem, 
where the coefficients of the differential equation are given, it serves 
to determine the multipliers of the solutions. On the other hand, 
if 00 is not given, it may be read as a transcendental equation to 
determine ©q, when the solution has assigned multiphers, for example, 
when it admits the period 47r. 


43. Mathieu Functionsf 

Mathieu’s Method. Wo must now examine more particularly the 
solutions of period tt or 27r, and we begin by remarking that, when 
0^ = 0, the critical numbers become ©q = and give the solutions 
cos nd, sin nO, By the methods of Sturm and Liouville we know also 
that, for any given real ©i, the critical numbers giving the even and 
odd Mathieu functions with n zeros in an interval of length tt must 
satisfy the inequality 

|0o-n=‘| < 2|0i|. (1) 

t See (in addition to previous references) E. Heine, Kugelfunktionen (1878), i. 
401-16; E. L. Ince, Proc. Roy. Soc. Edinburgh, 46 (1925-6), 20-9, 316-22; 47 (1927), 
294-301 ; S. Goldstein, Trans. Cambridge Phil. Soc. 23 (1927), 303-36; Proc. Cambridge 
Phil. Soc. 24 (1928), 223-30. 
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Accordingly Mathieu assumes that the solution and its corresponding 
critical number can be expanded as power-series in ©i, and gives 
rules for evaluating those series term by term. We write in Mathieu ’s 
equation (§ 42 (1)) a solution of the tjrpe 

ce„(0) = cosw^+0if/i(tf)+0f ?72(0)+..., 1 

00 = TO*+^101+^201+..., J 


or, 8e„(0) = sinw0+0iFi(^)+0iT2(e)4---. \ 

0o = ni*+£i0i+B20H..., I ^ 

where n is zero or a positive integer. We now equate to zero the 
coefficients of each power of ©j, which gives for the even Mathieu 
functions the set of conditions 


Ui-l-n^L{-j-(Aj^-i~2cos2^)co8nff = 0, 

U2+n^U2+(Ai-i-2co8 20)C/i-l-A2CO8n6 — 0, 

2 cos 2^) t^-[-j(42 cos 71^ “ ilj 


At each sta^e we first determine by the condition that C4(^) shall 
be periodic; and then we determine 17^(0) uniquely by the condition 
that C08 n6, sinn^ must appear only in the leading term. Now a 
particular integral of the first equation (4) is 

_ cos(n+2)^ co8(n—2)0 Ai68inn6 . 

^ 4i{n-\-l) 4(n — 1) 2n n > , 

or, = Jcos36— Ai)^sin0 (n = 1), 

or, = Jcos2^— ™ 
which is not periodic unless 

Ai = 0 (n 9^ 1), orAi=—l (n == 1). (6) 


The complementary function (7cosn(^— need not be added, in 
accordance with our rule, because all such multiples of 0 are to appear 
only in the first term. We have therefore definitely 


rr/m _ cos(w+2)0 C08(n—2)d 

' 4(77+1) 4(71^1) 

= ^ cos 30 


(n ]) 
(n - 1 ). 


(7) 


At the next stage we have in general (if ti ^ 2) 


Ul+n^U2 


1 COs(77+4)^ 

C08(77 — 4)^ 1 

' 4(n+l) 

4(77-1) ' 




2(772-1) 


COS77^=0, (8) 
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and the condition for a periodic solution gives 

1 , . .5 


2(w2— 1) 


(» > 2 ), 


{n = 2); 


(9) 


and we then have a unique expression 

cos(n+4)^ cos(7i— 4)^ 


u,(e) = 


4.8(7i+l)(^+2) ' 4.8(n— l)(ri— 2) 


(n > 2). (10) 


The second term is dropped if n = 2; the modified forms correspond- 
ing to = 0, 1 are left to the reader. It is evident that the formal 
process can be continued indefinitely, with proper precautions from 
the ni\i stage when terms in cos{—n6) first appear. The same method 
is applicable to the odd Mathieu functions. It was pointed out by 
Mathieu that the series giving 0^ for ce^(^) and sey^(^) begin alike, 
but differ after n terms. The coefficients of the trigonometrical 
polynomials {Uj^(6)} and begin to differ as soon as negative 

multiples of 6 make their appearance. Various improvements in the 
method have been made by Whittaker, and it has been shown by 
Watson that the series converge if is sufficiently small. 

As ©1 increases, however, the method breaks down from one of two 
causes. The true connexion between 0^ and 0^ is found by putting 
^ = 0 or /^ — 1 in HilTs determinantal equation § 42 (33). This is 
a transcendental equation for ©q, whose roots can be expanded as 
convergent power-series in 0^, if and only if 0^ is sufficiently small. 
Again, in constructing the nth. even Mathieu function, we divided 
by the coefficient of cos nO. But, for certain values of ©i, the coefficient 
in question vanishes; and, if we try to equate it to unity, the other 
coefficients become infinite. These limitations of Mathieu ’s method 
have been more or less clearly realized by mathematicians since 
Heine, who applied the method of continued fractions; this method 
was employed by Lindstedt in the associated astronomical problem, 
as we have already seen, and was also employed in connexion with 
the solutions of period 2s7r (5 > 1) by the writer. The most recent 
and complete results relating to the Mathieu functions of period 
TT or 277- have been based on the use of infinite determinants or 
infinite continued fractions. The former were used by Ince to calcu- 
late the critical values of ©q, and the latter by Goldstein for expand- 
ing the Mathieu functions and also the associated second solutions. 

Continued Fractions. To construct the functions of period tt, we 
put A = 0 in the analysis of § 42. It is easily verified that, by 
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symmetry, we have 


^-n 


and this gives either 

^0 ^ ” ^-2n» | 

or Cq = 0, C2^ = ^~2n‘ ^ 

For the even solution we get 

^2/1-2 -^2n^2n4"^2n+2 ~ ^ ^ l)j 

and so § 42 (12) is replaced by the condition 


^ ” L2-L,-L,-^ ’ 

or § 42 (20) by the simply -infinite determinant 

^ 1, 2(XQy 0, 0, 

^l» 1> PV ••• _ Q 

0, 01:2, 1, ^2’ 

For the odd solution, we have in the same way 

— ^2^2"b^4 — 

^ 2«-2 ^2n^2n~^^2n+2 ~ ^ ^ 2 ); 


which give 


L^—Lq 


1, «!, 0, 0, ...| 

1 ^> ^ 2 » ••• 

0, a3, I, ^3, ... 


For the solutions of period 27t we put A — 1 and adopt the more 
convenient notation 

y= f. c2„+i «(==»+«'■» \ 

n=-oo ) (19) 

^2„+l = -i^-2„-l = [(2»+l)“‘-0o]/0l. i 
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We then have, by symmetry 

^2n+l ^-2n-l 

— J 

C^n-i ^-2n+l 

and so in particular 

Cj ^—1 

—1, C 

C_i Cl 

For the even solution we get now 

(1 = 0 , 

^2n-l~'^2n+1^2n+l+^2n+3 “ ^ 

giving the condition 2 2 

“^3 “^5 


= ltc_2n-l* 


> 1) 


,1 


l = L, 

For the odd solution we get 

— (l+^lW+Cs 


0, 




giving the condition 


' 2 / 1+1 ^2n+l 


+ ^2n+3 “ ^ ^ 1)> 


0= 1 + Zi- 


-^3 “"-^6“" 
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(20) 


(21) 


(22) 


(23) 


(24) 


(25) 


The critical values are calculated by the method of successive 
approximations, following Hough’s procedure in the theory of the 
tides. By the methods of Sturm and Liouville, we know that one of 
the roots of (14), for example, is given to a first approximation by 
^ 2 n = 0. To evaluate this root more exactly, we write (14) in the 
equivalent form 


[ 1 

1 

1 

-1^ 

[ 1 1. . 1 . 1 


“-^2n-4 

"Lz 


l^2n-i-2~~ ^2n+4~^ ^2n+e~~ . 


(26) 

The value of given by = 0 is now introduced in the two expres- 
sions on the right, and a second approximation is then obtained, and 
so on. 


The Second Solution. When one solution is a known Mathieu 
function, the other can be expressed by a quadrature; but a more 
convenient construction based on the method of infinite continued 
fractions has been given by Goldstein. As a typical case, suppose 
we know the Mathieu function 

00 

Ce2»+j(^) = 2 »2n+lCOS(2M+l)0, 
n=0 


(27) 
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and the appropriate value of Oq. According to § 41 (25), the second 
solution will be of the form 


in2a+i(^) = Oce2,+i{0)+ 2 a2„+iSin(2M4-l)^, 
«^0 


(28) 


(29) 


and the recurrence formulae are 

(l-Zi)ai+a3 -= 0, 

^2ti-l““-^2n+l®2n+l + ^2»+3 = 9, 

— (l + -^/i)(^i+«3 = 2ai/02, 

®2n-l ■^2n+1^2n+l4"®2n+3 == ^(2^+ l)®2n+l/®l* 

We now introduce an auxiliary sequence (A 2 ^+ 1 ), defined by the 
relations = 0, 

'^2n-l '^2n+l'^2n+l~t~'^2n+3 ” 9. 

This must diverge to infinity; for otherwise we should have both 
an odd and an even Mathieu function for the same value of 0 q. As 
in § 41 (23), we find that 




(30) 


^2n+1^2n+3~^2w+3-^2n+l “ ®2w-l -^2n+l“^2^i+l 


= 0. 

Following Goldstein, we write in (29) 

®2n+l “ 2 ^^2ntV “ 9, 1,2,...), 


(31) 


(32) 


(33) 


where the (r+l)th set of terms is defined by the relations 

-(l + Zl)ai2r+l)+«(2r+l) _ Q, 

=0 {n^r) 

= 2 ( 2 r+l)a 2 r+il&i (w = r). 

To satisfy these conditions by a sequence of values tending rapidly to 
zero, we put 

^2/1 + 1^ ” ^2r+1^2n+l®2r+l (^ r) j 

~ ^2r+1^2r+1^2n+l ^ ^)» ^ 

where X 2 r+i determined by the condition 

[-^2r-1^2r+l~^2r+1^2r+l®2r+l+^2rfl®2r+3]®1^2r+l “ (‘^^+ 2)«2r+l* 

(35) 

By using (30) and then (31), this is reduced to 

-^l^l®1^2r+l “ (2^~h l)^2r+l j (30) 


(34) 
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^(2r+l) 


"(2/*+ l)A^2n+l ^2r+l 


(n < r). 


(37) 


= _(2r+l)A^2r+l«2r+l«2;t4-l 
where A = The expression (32) now becomes 

^2n+\ “ Adg/i+if 2 l)^2r+1^2r+l] A^27i+l[ 2 ^ )^2r+l] • 

(38) 

Now for large values of n we have 

dovt—A 1 


I -> 00 , 


‘2n+l 


lim (^^^ + ♦^)^2/^43^2^?+3 ^ |‘ (2^+ 3)1^2^? -H ^ Y 
n — >00 (2w+1)^2«+i (2^+ l)i>2« +3 

For any fixed positive a, we can choose M so that 

|(2«+1)J2„+i«2„+iI < + 

and so the first series in (38) has the upper bound 

”2 l(2r+l)^2.+i«2r-nl < M'fiX+ocr^^ 

r-a r=0 

< Jf(l + a)2«-lf (l + a)-2* 


(39) 

(40) 

(41) 


< 




= M'(l+oc)^^^+K (42) 


(l+a)2-l 

On the other hand, the second series in (38) converges with extreme 
rapidity and (except for those values of n, limited in number, for 
which ttg/i+i “ 9) its sum is nearly equal to the first term, for n > tIq 
say. Hence 


0[(2?i+ 1)1^ 


2n+l ^^2/1+1 


I] 


M2n+1 2 (^^“1“ ^)^2n+l 

I r=^n • 

From (38), (42), and (43) we now have 

> ^ 0 ); 

and since (t^ 2 n+i) ^re the coefficients of an integral function, the series 
2 convergent for all finite values of 6. 


(43) 

(44) 


44. The Methods of Lindemann and Stieltjes 
Product of Solutions. We conclude our account of Mathieu’s 
equation with the solution of Lindemann and Stieltjes, modelled on 

4064 Q Q 
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the Hermite-Brioschi treatment of Lame’s equation. It is con- 
venient to revert to the notation of § 41 (6), namely 

^ + (p - WcosW)y = 0. ( 1 ) 

The product of any two solutions, Y — 2/i2/2> satisfies the equation 

^ + 4(p-Wcos2^)^+4^^'^^'cos6/sin6>r - 0; (2) 

dd^ do 

and on multiplying this by — 2F and integrating, we have the 
Brioschi identity 

Wcos2^)r2 = C^. (3) 

If we put Y ~ ViV 2 and use (1), the left-hand side reduces to the 
square of the Wronskian; when Y is known, we can calculate (7- 
from (3) and we then obtain the numerical value of the Wronskian 


„ ^ = 4-0 


which will enable us to complete the solution by a quadrature. 

Now whether the equation (1) has or has not a solution of period 
TT or 27r, it is easily verified that (2) has always one and only one solu- 
tion which is an even function of $ with the period tt. This solution 
is either the square of a Mathieu function, or else the product 
F(6) ^f(B)f{—6) of the two principal multiplicative solutions of (1). 
We could expand F(d) either in the form ^ ^271 even 

power- series in cos 6 or sin 0, The latter forms are more convenient 
in connexion with the relation (3). For to calculate C we insert 
some particular value 6 — 0 or and in the one case Y and its 
derivatives are expressed as infinite series, and in the other in a 
finite form. We therefore put z == cosW and obtain 

2(l-2)F'''+f(l-22)7"+(p--l--W2)7'-JW7 ^ 0^ ( 2 *) 

z(l-z)(Y'^- 2 YY")-(l- 2 z)YY'-(p-k^a^z)Y^ = (3*) 

2*(l-2)%i2/2-2/22/i) = ±iG> (4*) 

where primes denote differentiation with respect to z. Now the 
equation (2*) has an irregular singularity at 2 = 00 , and two regular 
singularities free from logarithms, with exponents (0,^,1), at 
2 = 0, 1. We can express each of the principal branches Sbt z — 0 
in terms of the three principal branches at z = 1 ; and we must 
construct a combination of the two branches holomorphic at 2 ; == 0, 
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which shall not involve the branch belonging to the exponent 
^ at 2 ; = 1. This solution will be holomorphic for all finite values of 
z, and so it will be the required integral function. Now every solution 
Y = z'^, which is holomorphic at 2 ; = 0, satisfies the recurrence 

formulae 


n(n+l){n+l)C^^-^-=n{n'^--p)C^+k^a\n--l)C^_^ (ri = 1, 2,...), (5) 


which may be written 

__ (n^-p) k^a\n-\) ( __ 

(7i+J)(n+l) n{n-\-\){n+l)u^ \ ) 


(6) 


In general, if is not small for some fairly large value of 71 , the 
sequence (u^) tends to the limit unity. If the ratio is arbitrarily 
chosen, the solution converges when \z\ < 1, but has a singularity 
at 2 J = 1. But, for a certain properly chosen value of the sequence 
tends to zero and we have approximately 


We write (5) in the form 


n{n^—p) 


0. 


( 7 ) 


^n+1 = '\ 

_Ba^(n-l) ^ _ (n+i)(n+l) } (8) 

n{n^-p) ’ (n^-p) ’’ I 

which gives in general 

= - V , > 

^ “i“ Pn ^n+1 

__ ^n-t-2^n-fl /g\ 

1— 1— 1— * ’ ^ ^ 


This infinite continued fraction is equivalent to the quotient of two 
infinite determinants 

.. _ oc^K{n+l,co) 


( 11 ) 


This converges by von Koch’s rule, because 2 ^n+iPn absolutely 
convergent. The coefficients of the solution may now be written 

On = (-rCooc^a^...<XnK{n+hcx))/^^^^ ( 12 ) 

and the series ^ O^z'^ converges for all finite values of z, 

4064 C C 2 


where 


K(n,Qo) 


K{n,co) 

1 0 

*^71+1 1 ^n+1 
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m^), we have exceptionally, 


(13) 


If p is the square of an integer (p 
for that one value of the suffix, 

_ k^a%m — J) 

The expressions (12) as they stand are indeterminate of the type 
oo/oo; but the correct values are found by omitting whenever it 
occurs as a factor of the numerator, and at the same time replacing 


-m(m+i)(m+l\ 
k^a^ni—^) ) 


in the deter- 


the elements (a^^, by |l,0, 

minants iC(n, oo), where n ^ m. 

The Invariant. The series Y being now known, we 

substitute it in the identity (3*) and put z = 0. This gives the value 
of the constant == -4[Co(7i+^)Cg]. (14) 

If there is a Mathieu function of period n or 2??, the constant C 
vanishes and f{0) = ±f(—0); the solution is then more conveniently 
constructed by other methods. Wo accordingly suppose (7^ 7^ 0; it 
is immaterial which sign is given to (7, as this merely changes the 
notation by /interchanging /(^) andf{—6). We now have 


Hence 


F{e)==mf{-e) = 2o„cos^^e, 

n=0 

G 

m 

r 0 

m 

f(-0) 


f{eyf{-0) 


exp 


{C¥=0). ] 

(15) 

Odd 

F(B) ’ 

(16) 


both sides reducing to unity as ^ 0, since /(O) 7^ 0 when there is 

no solution of period tt or 27r. If we put ^ — tt in (16) and use the 
multipliers, we have Stieltjes’s formula 


2^7^^ — 


77 

J 


Ode 

m' 


(17) 


Finally, we obtain the solutions 

m = {F(0)}lexp 


[^J 

*- 0 

/(-0) = {F(0)}iexp|’-lJ 


Gde 

m 

e 


Ode 

m 


( 18 ) 
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EXAMPLES. X 

1. The foiir types of Mathiou functions aro the solutions of the equation 

~^+(p~Wcoii^d)y = 0 

determined by the boundary conditions 2 / ~ 0 or ”= 0, at the two points 

do 

d = OeLudd - iTT. 

2. Mathieu functions belonging to different critical values pg satisfy the 
orthogonal relation 

j fx0)W)de 0. 

0 

If Pi > P 2 and is real, the zeros of /i(^) separate those of f 2 { 0 ) along the 
axis of real values of 6. 


3. If to is a solution of the auxiliary equation 


show that 




ft 

J [n^—p-\-k'^a^GQ)s’^6]w{6)y{B)dB — \w{B)y'{B)—y{B)w'{B)f^. 

a 

If n\ — p, n\ — p — k^a^ {kV > 0), the real zeros of y(B) separate those of 
cosn 2 (^— ^o) themselves separated by those of cosni(^~0o)* 

[The zeros in the complex plane aro examined by E. Hillo, Proc. 

London Math, Soc. (2) 23 (1924), 185-237.] 


4. Integral Equations, (i) If x cos^, show that Mathieu ’s equation 
may bo written in the form 

(l—x^)D^y—xDy-i-{p—kVx^)y = 0. 


(ii) Show that this can be solved by Laplace’s transformation 

2/ = J dt, 

c 

provided that {l—t^)(l)"{t)—t<f)'{t)-\-{p — k“aH^)(j){t) = 0, 

and = 0. 

(iii) By making «^(cos0) a Mathieu function, obtain Whittaker’s equations 

of the form „ 

ct\n{B) = A J cos(kacosBcosB')cc 2 n(^') dB\ 

0 


Tt 

ce2„+i(0) = A J sin(A;acos^cos0')cc2n+i(^') dB\ 
0 


(iv) By taking sinB as variable, obtain similarly Whittaker’s equations 

TT 

~ J cosh(A;asin0sin0')ce2yi(^') 

0 
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soin+iid) — A J 8 mh{kasm6Bm6')se2n+i{6') d6\ 

0 

[E. T. Whittaker and G. N. Watson, Modem Analysis, 400-2.] 

5. By expanding as a series of Mathieu functions 2 solu- 

tions of the equation of wave -motion 

obtain Whittaker’s equations and the following: 

rr 

^^2n+i0) = A J sin0sin0'cos(A;acos0cos0')se2„^i(0') 

0 

ir 

s^ 2 n{d) “ A J sindsind' sin{kacosdcos 6 ')se 2 n{ 0 ') dd', 

0 


ce2n+i(^) = A J cosdco8d'cosh{kasmdsind')ce2n+i{0') dd\ 

0 

V 

se2n(^) “ A J cos^cosd'sinh(A:asindsin0')se2;i(0') dd'. 

0 

6. If are the oven and odd solutions of period 47r, whose 

limiting forms are cos(m-f|^)d, sin(m-f J)^, show that 


where 


eem+}(«) = A I ir(0,r)ce„+j(5') dd’, 

0 

~ A J* 7r,^'+7r)se^^j(0') dO'. 

0 

2co8i0co8i0' 

K{d, 6 ') = j e-^^^^'dt. 

0 

[Transform to parabolic cylindrical coordinates 
{x+a+iy) == ia(^+^7?)2 

dW dW 

the equation + expand in a series of products of 

Mathieu functions of period 47r the particular solution 

in 

V = J 

0 

E. G. C. Poole, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2) 20 (1922), 374-88.] 

7. By means of Whittaker’s integral equation, show that 

00 00 

002n{d) — 2 02rCOS2rd = Att 2 ( — )’‘a2r»^2r(^®COsd). 

f = — 00 r=j — 00 

[Heine; Whittaker; Goldstein, loc. cit.] 

8. The solutions c^(^), Si{d) of Mathieu’s equation with the parameter are 
determined by the conditions 

cdO) - 1 , ci{0) = 0 , sdO) - 0 , sl(0) = 1 . 
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Si(0) = «i(^)+(Pi— Ps) J Lsi(^)ci(d')—Ci(8)si(B')'jSi(8'}dd', 

0 

e 

Ci{6) = + i8^(O)c^{O')—c^{d)Si{S')\c0')dd\ 

0 

[Z. Markovi6, Proc. London Math. Soc. (2) 31 (1930), 417-38.] 
9. Recuehbnce Fobmulab. (i) If (x^iy) — acosh{f -f ^7^), show that 

(ii) If V ~ cert(«^)c 0 „( 7 y), show by expanding dV/dx as a series of Mathiou 
functions that 


n 

= J ce®_,(7j) (iij. 

— ir 


[E. T. Whittaker, of London Math. Soc. 4 (1929), 88-98.] 
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